TOWN OF PLATTEKILL
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
September 4, 2024


Time – 7:00pm


SALUTE TO THE FLAG: 


ROLL CALL: 
The following Town Board Members were present:
	Supervisor Depew
Councilman Castillo Jr.
Councilman Fazio	
Councilman O’Flaherty
ABSENT: Councilman Hoppenstedt


MINUTES:
· [bookmark: _Hlk72778570][bookmark: _Hlk73645752][bookmark: _Hlk108464208]Councilman Depew made a motion to NOT read the minutes from the August 21, 2024 regular meeting. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo.
On the vote: All Ayes

Councilman Depew made a motion to ACCEPT the minutes from the August 21, 2024 regular meeting.
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the vote: All Ayes



ADDITIONS:
· CROSS LANDSCAPING: (Cross’s present along with Patty Brooks)
Parcel was 10.1 acres which was subdivided, in its entirety, it did sit in the sidewalk district. 
Supervisor DePew- The way that the law is written, says sidewalks are installed or if they aren’t required, an account is established at the Supervisors office and entered into a Sidewalk fund to go towards sidewalks in the future. The law does not state what the monetary amount is per foot, etc. There is no definitive answer. In the past, the Town board has looked at each project as a standalone project. 
Originally, what was requested was to stop on the North Side of Patura Road. The Board collectively spoke; this line/lot is known as the Stoon Property so continue this sidewalk 88 feet so it coincides with that Northern boundary line of that property. 
SBL: 101.1-6-16.002 The compromise would be installing a sidewalk starting at the most Southerly point along State Route 32, continuing North along Route 32, the sidewalk will continue until it aligns with the Northern property line on the East side of Route 32. (SBL 101.1-5-10.1) 

Brian Cross- I am happy doing the sidewalk as requested.  
Supervisor DePew- It is a good compromise. I will poll the board but for the remainder of this property, I would like to not take money in escrow and handle that as a stand-alone project if it comes before us next time. I think that is fair to everyone here. 

Councilman Fazio- If we don’t take any money from him for escrow, down the road, are we setting a precedence? 
Councilman Castillo- It would be a subdivision at that point and a change of use. Right now, it would remain vacant. 
Patty Brooks- The Planning Board shall have the authority to allow for Phased construction of the pedestrian walkway. If we said for Phase 1 of this building, the side walk would end as discussed and when future development happens, we would need to re visit it. It isn’t being waived forever. It is being phased for this particular construction project. 
Councilman Castillo- I am fine with you doing it in phases. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- How do you value what you are going to have to fund into the Escrow Account? 

Supervisor DePew- That is something we have to address. This law has to be revisited, updated and finished. 

Supervisor DePew made a motion to require the sidewalks on property SBL 101.1-6-16.002 starting at its Southern point on State Route 32, continuing North until it aligns with the Northern property line on the East Side of Route 32 (known as SBL 101.1-5-10.1)  
Also, that the Town Board will not require an Escrow for the remaining portion of the Property. 
Patty Brooks- Approximately 20 feet short of Central Hudson Utility Pole 144872. 
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes 


· Letter from Ulster County Dept. of Finance/ Tax Collection
Total Collection Solutions- Ulster County has purchased a new software system. The current system will no longer be supported and outdated. TCS will be the replacement. It will create a more unified tax system throughout the County. There will be a yearly maintenance and support fee. We have budgeted for this in anticipation of this happening. 


Councilman O’Flaherty made a motion to authorize the Supervisor and Town Clerk, Sarah Nelson to sign contracts and move forward with this new system. 
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes 


Kathy Beinkafner- Has anyone gone to the training back in May? 
Supervisor DePew- Yes and there is another training next week where I will be going with Sarah. 

Gene Knudsen- Has the town considered asking if the price increases can be limited to a certain percent for maintenance on the program?
Supervisor DePew- Yes, that is already built in. 





PUBLIC INPUT: 
· Supervisor Depew made a motion to open Public Input at 7:23pm.
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the vote: All Ayes

1. Gene Knudsen- I dropped off a letter earlier today for the Town Board to review. This is built on the letter and presentation that I did in December 2023 regarding Liberty View Farms. I want to thank the Town Supervisor and Building Inspector for working with us, open lines of communication and getting the Stop Work Order in place. Unfortunately, it has been violated at least twice, maybe more. Also, in that packet was a picture which speaks for itself. 15 residents have signed this letter. The Stop work order is temporary. Our question is what is next? I am asking the Town Board to take control of this process. You can see that this is illegal. We have received something from Ag & Markets that they have not met the standards and cannot continue under Ag & Markets Law. 
We go back to 2014 where Councilman Joe LoCicero made a determination that under the current Zoning Laws, weddings is an inappropriate activity in a resident district, AG 1.5 district. So there, there is no opportunity for them to pursue this. The impact upon the community is extreme. We can’t enjoy weekends outdoors. There is a stop work order in effect, they were blasting the music, microphone. 
Councilman Castillo- Did you call the Police? 
Gene- We call the police every time. 
Councilman Castillo- Did you tell them there was a stop work order?
Gene- It changed 2 weeks ago from a noise complaint to a stop work order. The building inspector did send an email, directing us what to do in the event that we saw something and that was to call the police and register it. I will tell you that 3-4 times I called, Plattekill was not on duty. Ulster County Sherriff will hold those records not Plattekill. We have done that every single time this summer. When Plattekill is on duty, they have been great. Within 30 seconds of my call this past weekend, there was another Emergency on site that I was unaware of. The State Police and Sherriffs were there. But yes, it has been documented. 
Councilman Fazio- I did hear the Fire Department and ambulance could not get in there. 
Gene Knudsen- The other thing is the repeated disregard for laws and regulations from the very onset in 2011-2012. 
Patty Miller- We have been there 40 years in March and this is ridiculous.
Gene Knudsen- What is the next step? How are we going to see this to the final conclusion? We are absolutely committed to seeing this activity stopped permanently. 
Supervisor DePew- I will tell you this, we have had many conversations in the past. We want to see everything come into compliance and we are taking this seriously. I have 100% faith in our Building department and that department following through with everything that has to be done. He has reached out to the appropriate agencies, documented appropriately. Although, it doesn’t seem that it is quick process, I have faith that the building department and that they will do an accurate job bringing what is out of compliance into compliance. 
Gene Knudsen- This has been 14 years. 
Supervisor DePew- I myself have been around since 2013. I know you folks have been in here in 2015, 2016, in the middle of the pandemic, 2023, currently. 
Gene Knudsen- So what is the next step? 
Supervisor DePew- Keeping on the prescribed path we are on. I cannot tell you 100% what we are doing. We are doing everything according to the law step by step. We are in contact with the Department of State, Department of Agriculture and doing our due-diligence. This isn’t a quick fix. I can assure you that this is not being pushed to the side. 
Gene Knudsen- Going forward, I would request transparency. I have not FOILed recently but there have been two violations that he has not been cited for. 
Supervisor DePew- When this can turn into a possibly litigation scenario, we have to be careful what we put out there. I don’t want to mislead you.  

2. Tom Miller- This is a quality-of-life issue. We pay our taxes. We expect everyone here to represent us. 
Councilman Castillo- This is actively being pursued. We aren’t taken this lightly. 
Tom Miller- There is a Bed and Breakfast that benefits from this illegal activity. They are very busy on weekends with events. I get it makes business sense. 

3. Phil Sabarese/ Chief of Clintondale Fire Department
I responded to the call the other night and we had to play musical cars to get our equipment in. To turn out vehicle around, we had to go into the orchard and turn around. Same thing with the ambulance. Our mission is life safety of the residents of our district, to get in there with a fire or bigger emergency isn’t good. There is almost no road in there, it’s a path. There were no visible fire extinguishers. There was no room to move or get around there. I understand the process the town has to go through, but if there was a real emergency, it’s a mess back there. 
Supervisor DePew- This has been documented very well

4. Ricky Brooks/Past Chief Clintondale Fire Department
As officers, we rate our properties within the district which covers part of Plattekill and Lloyd. We have 3 properties rated as high risk to life. Liberty View Farm is the second one. The first one is the Highland Inn which we had a major event Monday Night. Liberty View Farm had a call Sunday night. This facility is a big concern to the Fire Department, there is no enforcement to the original site plan conditions and seemingly when we call for help through the town. Although, Ed Diller is moving forward with this. This is a concern to us; this is right below Highland Inn. We are going to lose lives up there someday. The Highland Inn is the Old Vila Bagleri. The entire single-story row of houses- 15 apartments has all extension cords and power cords feeding the major appliances down below. That has been vacated by Ed Diller, building inspector. That is the second building up there deemed inhabitable. 
Sunday Night, across the Street from Liberty View Farms, was a second call that required 2 fire departments to respond. People from the Bed and Breakfast and the driveway to Liberty View Farms came outside into the street which became a difficult situation for us as well. 
Supervisor DePew- I will tell you that this is being addressed and taken very seriously. Documentation is key to everything. 

5. Patty Miller- What happens this weekend with another event?
Supervisor DePew- The town needs to be notified immediately. I will still follow the plan Ed Diller gave you but I will also ask that you give our building inspector a call. 

6. Annette Laskowsky- Why is the meeting on September 18 being changed? 
Supervisor DePew- Three of our members cannot attend so we are moving it to the night before. We are also gong to talk about 1-2 workshop meetings concerning our RFP’s. 


7. Patty Brooks- When there is a stop work order on a site and they are in violation of it, I thought that someone in the town, whether the police or code enforcement officer had the ability to enforce that stop work order by going onto the site and vacating the premises. 
Supervisor DePew- I believe so as well, but concerning that, that would be a better question to ask directly because there is probably a reason why something didn’t happen right away. 

8. Annette Laskowsky- I have a question on the resolutions concerning the ARPA money and the playground. This says you are spending $338,000 on the Gaga pit, pickleball court and the playground equipment and removal. Is that the whole thing?
Supervisor DePew- The playground equipment is supported by a matching grant we received from Ulster County. We received $100,000 from Ulster County we had to match. The playground is approximately $220,000. We matched the $120,000 with the ARPA Funds to support the balance. The resolutions we have tonight, the money has already been allotted, we are just moving it to the appropriate accounts. 
Annette- The old playground has been removed? 
Supervisor DePew- Yes. Originally what we were going to do was figure out a value for the equipment and recycling it. Councilman Fazio had looked at a few auction sites and put the equipment out for bid and have them do the removal. They would have all the insurances, etc. We then thought of the library taking the equipment, donated to them. They said yes, they wanted it. They were in charge of dismantling and taking the equipment to the library. We are going to need topsoil to do landscaping around the gaga pit and pickleball court. AK Farms in town does composting and top soil. AK Farms is going to take the old mulch and we will get top soil back in return for it. The Board is anticipating putting in a sand Volleyball court as well as badmitten at the park. We are talking about installing new benches and dress up the entire area. 
Annette- So you are saying the cost of the removal of the old much Is really 0 since you are going to swap it with topsoil? 
Supervisor DePew- I wouldn’t say zero. They gave us a price to remove it, which was up to $10,000. This won’t be easy, there is a lot of water and mud under the mulch. When we remove the mulch, the area will dry out and bring in some top soil. He is a Source Well contractor. 
The new playground equipment, is there going to be equipment for handicap children?
Supervisor Depew- yes, a majority of that equipment will be ADA compliant and that was a very important thing that we looked at. 
Annette- ADA compliant does not mean that a little kid who cannot really move around, can be on a swing. 
Supervisor DePew- The ADA compliant swings, almost look like a saddle where a child can be placed in
Annette- 5-point harness?
Supervisor DePew- That does sound familiar to me
Annette- Who decided what equipment would be going in there? 
Supervisor DePew- We decided this about 2 years ago in hopes we got the grant. We asked our Highway Superintendent to put out some feelers and get estimates for playground equipment. He came back with 2 different versions and through that period of receiving them and signing contracts, some equipment changed a little bit based on maintenance. There were some other things that wouldn’t be conducive to what we were looking at. 
Annette- Who is the “We”?
Supervisor DePew- The entire Town Board. 
Annette- I will be back if the playground is not acceptable to certain children. 
How is Willie coming along with the handicap accessible picnic tables? 
Councilman Castillo- I have been pretty sick so I haven’t been able to get my research done. I will look into it as we are doing the work up at the park right now. 

9. Laura Dougherty- I know we are doing a lot at the park but is there anything being done with the basketball court at the town hall. There is always a lot of people using it, it is kind of in disarray. 
Supervisor DePew- In the beginning of this process, we did look into moving the court to the park. We did look into a quote from Source well and it was in the area of $280,000 which was only the cost of building the court. Additional costs would add up location wise at the park. It would be in the area of the backstop of the baseball field, near that corner of the woods. We would have to remove trees, install drainage, it would create a big disturbance. We then looked into re-black topping the current court after speaking with the Highway Superintendent. It gets a lot of use. It was intended originally to be an ice-skating rink. Still in the future, we would look into moving it down to the park but also fixing up what we have here. 
Laura D- It is a great place for it here but would hate to see it deteriorate it like it is because it is really used here. 

10. MaryAnn DePew- Reminding everyone about Plattekill Day, September 21. 


11. Annette Laskowsky- How much ARPA money is left?
Supervisor DePew- I don’t know the exact amount, if you call me tomorrow, I can give you a closer number. But there is still quite a bit left. 
Annette- Is there any projections to what you are going to do with the remaining money by the end of the year? I thought there was a deadline?
Supervisor DePew- Several, we are looking at an additional piece of equipment at the park; replacing the golf car. As well as purchasing a town pool car. We are spending money on the engineering fee to give us an assessment on our buildings, spending money on the surveying. Which I am hoping by next week, to have the surveys in our hands. We are hoping to have a workshop meeting to approve one out of the three engineering companies. 



[bookmark: _Hlk143684822]Supervisor Depew made a motion close public input at 7:55pm.
Seconded by Councilman Castillo.
On the vote: All Ayes


REPORTS: 
NONE


NEW BUSINESS:
· Meeting Date RESCHEDULE
In anticipation of not having a quorum for the September 18 meeting, it is being rescheduled. 

Supervisor DePew made a motion to reschedule the Town Board meeting from Wednesday, September 18 to Tuesday, September 17, 2024 at 7:00PM. 
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes 

· Workshop Meeting/ RFP’s Engineering for Building Assessment
We put out the RFP’s and received three quotes back. 
1. Tinkleman Architecture PLLC
2. Barton and Loguidice
3. Greenman Pederson Inc.
Each Councilman received a folder with the three quotes. We will dedicate a portion of the September 17 meeting to start looking at these quotes. Come to the meeting with questions/comments. 
Hopefully we can have an idea by that Board meeting and award the bid that night or possibly the next meeting. 


· Town Hall Air-condition Unit
We have had some issues with the unit over the past several months. 
The Highway Department has looked at updating our units and received three quotes. The Highway Superintendent recommends North East Climate Solutions for the amount of $15,500. 
Estimates from:
1. T. Weber
Councilman Fazio noted that this estimate was very detailed in what his plan was. Amount was $16,440.59
2. North East Climate Solutions was $15,500.00
Councilman Fazio noted that this estimate didn’t detail well. Wants to see the exact match up. Wants something more itemized. 
3. Home Depot- $21,758.21
Supervisor DePew noted that this one wasn’t broken down that well

Councilman Fazio- I would like to see more detailed estimate so we can compare exact units. Something more itemized. 
Councilman O’Flaherty agrees
Supervisor DePew stated that he will reach back out to the Highway Department to ask for something more detailed. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- Who did the tonnage calculation for the building? Did they each come in and do their own. 
Supervisor DePew referred to Dwight Dougherty-
Dwight- They each came in and looked at our current unit
Councilman O’Flaherty- My question would be, if we up sized the unit, is there any value in that? 
Councilman Castillo- The one that is 4, can we make it 5?
Dwight- No, then you would be putting more power into it and making it inefficient. They are sized to do what they need to do. 

All the Board members want a more detailed write up on the estimate the Highway Superintendent recommended. 
Councilman Fazio made a motion to request more details
Seconded by Councilman Castillo 
On the Vote: All ayes 


· RESOLUTION #59- Police Grant
Supervisor DePew made a motion to show revenue and expenses for receipt of grant monies received from NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services for the Town of Plattekill Police Department Technology Grant in the amount of $115,800.00 deposited on July 9, 2024.
Amending the Year 2024 General Fund Budget increase revenue line A3389 State Aid-Other Public Safety and expense line A3120.202 Police Equipment in the amount of $115,800.00. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All ayes 

· RESOLUTION #60- ARPA 
Supervisor DePew made a motion to approve the ARPA funds and show expenses for the funds utilized through ARPA for the Gaga Ball Pit, Pickleball Court, Playground Equipment and Removal of Mulch. 
The Town Board is amending the Year 2024 General Fund Budget, increase expense line H2.0200 Recreation/ARPA in the amount of $338,000.00. 
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the Vote: All Ayes

· RESOLUTION #61- Bridge Ban
Supervisor DePew made a motion to utilize the Bridge BAN (Bridge Anticipation Note) funds and increase expense line H1.0200 Bridge BAN. This is necessary to show expenses for the funds utilized through the Bridge BAN. The Town Board is amending the 2024 General Fund Budget increase expense line H2.0200 Bridge Ban in the amount of $200,000.00
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the Vote: All Ayes

OLD BUSINESS: 
· Library Removal of Equipment
Removed on September 3


· Gaga Ball/Pickleball Update
The foundation is installed for both. The floors should be installed next week for the Pickleball Court and Gaga Ball Pit. Landscaping would be done last and planting of the grass. 


TRANSFERS:
[bookmark: _Hlk143767722]NONE


VOUCHERS:
1. Supervisor Depew reviewed the Voucher Detail report Dated September 4, 2024, which includes:

The A-General Fund amount of	$51,036.86
[bookmark: _Hlk143079939]The DA-Highway Fund amount of	$31.163.79
The H- Capital Projects in the amount of …………………………$840.00
The H2- Recreation Playground Equipment ARPA in the amount of..$84,834.80

For a Grand Total amount of	$167,875.45

Supervisor Depew made a motion to accept the vouchers, recognizing that the Audit Committee has reviewed the claims and found them acceptable for payment. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the vote: All Ayes




Councilman Castillo- The Drug Task Force money, did that ever come in yet?
Supervisor DePew- Not yet but I will place another call. I call once a week but the anticipation is soon as well as a presentation for those funds should also be made during one of our board members. Hopefully this will come over the next month or so. 



ADJOURNMENT: 
[bookmark: _Hlk73647360]Supervisor Depew made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 pm.
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the vote: All Ayes 


