TOWN OF PLATTEKILL
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

April 19, 2023
Time – 7:02PM
SALUTE TO THE FLAG: 

ROLL CALL: 
The following Town Board Members were present:
Supervisor Salemo

Councilman William Kras

Councilman Castillo Jr.

Councilman Depew
       Councilman Matthews 
PUBLIC HEARING
There is a public hearing open on the EMS/Fire Exemption Local Law. 

No questions/comments.

Supervisor Salemo made a motion to close the Public Hearing at 7:05PM.

MINUTES:

· Supervisor Salemo made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes for the April 5, 2023, Town Board Meeting.

Seconded by Councilman Castillo.                 
On the vote: All ayes
· Supervisor Salemo made a motion to accept the minutes for the April 5, 2023, Town Board meeting.

Seconded by Councilman Castillo.
On the vote: All ayes

ADDITIONS:
· Supervisor Salemo stated that the Town of Plattekill is accepting applications for the position of Chief of Police at this time. 
· Supervisor Salemo stated that the Transfer Station position has been filled by Sheryl Rumsey. 
PUBLIC INPUT: 

· Supervisor Salemo made a motion to open Public Input at     7:06pm.
Seconded by Councilman Matthews
On the vote: All Ayes.
Phil Sabarese said he deals with the DEC on a daily basis through his work and has been in contact with the DEC regarding this Landfill. He asked why the DEC has no idea about this proposed Landfill? Why is the Town board scaring people of the town? Wouldn’t the DEC know about this? 
The Town Board found out about this proposed Landfill through the newspaper just like everyone else. Supervisor Salemo stated that no one in the town wants this landfill and she gets lots of calls on a daily basis. We as a community have a voice, we need to work together. Communication is key. Councilman Depew and Legislator Roberts are at every County meeting trying to fight this. 

Phil Sabarese asked if anyone from the Board has contacted the DEC or the DEC in Albany? Supervisor Salemo stated they haven’t heard anything from the DEC. Surrounding towns have put in resolutions to denounce this in our town. 
Councilman Castillo said Mike Lembo has been at every meeting regarding the proposed Landfill as well as Legislator Roberts. That the Town Board is doing their due-diligence in regards to research. The Town Board has had guests come in during board meetings and talk about this so the public is made aware of the process. 

Supervisor Salemo said the Town should have been the first to hear about the proposed landfill instead of hearing it through social media like everyone else. 

A gentleman in the audience stated that this has been going on for over a year with the County and no one on the board knew anything?

Phil Sabarese wants to know why the DEC has no clue about this? 

Councilman Depew stated according to UCCRA, that in 2021 the Hydroquest report was requested, and the Town Board heard about the report through social meeting like everyone else and the Town Boards research had stated then. The DEC was given the directive to research a new county wide landfill location. Depew wants them to choose a landfill site somewhere else and that Plattekill is totally against the proposed location. There is no deception. Government is slow but the Town Board is on top of it. The Town Board is being proactive, instead of reactive. The Town Board thinks it is not a good idea at all that the County wants to put in a landfill site in a main water system and that the County would jeopardize that area. 
Legislator Roberts stated that he is at this meeting to listen to Amanda Lavalle, in regards to the possible Solar Farm at the Hertel Landfill.
Christina DeMaio stated that the Town Board and the public are going back and forth. She said that the Town Board is using the proposed Landfill as a political grab and that everyone has a right to know the truth about the landfill. Everyone should have been made aware of the “get togethers” that are going on around town in regards to the landfill. She wants all the residents to be notified of these “get togethers” and not just a select few who are asked.
Councilman Depew stated that he set up one (1) meeting to make himself available to our county Legislator and the sustainability committee to give them a tour of the land and one person made herself available, Gina Hansen. Two times Councilman Depew met with community members when they have asked. He was invited. 
Supervisor Salemo made a motion to close Public Input at 7:27p.m.
Seconded by Councilman Matthews
On the vote: All Ayes

REPORTS: 

· Supervisor Salemo had forgone the reading the monthly department reports and noted they are all available at the Town Clerk’s Office upon request. 
The following reports for the month of April are available.

Dog Control Monthly Report
Building Department Monthly Report

Buildings & Grounds Monthly Report

Assessor Report Monthly Report

Town of Plattekill Police Monthly Report 

Recreation Department Monthly Report
NEW BUSINESS:

Amanda Lavalle Deputy Executive Ulster County-Possible Solar Hertell Landfill was present tonight. 

The Town Board thanked her for coming tonight to speak to the town residents. She is new to this position but has worked for the county for 15 years in the planning department and the environment department. She worked for an engineering company that worked on the last permitted landfill in NYS- which is a 10 plus year process. UCCRA would need to secure subsequent studies and pay for before anything can progress as far as selected sites-traffic study, zoning, etc. She has been working with the County on the solar project for about a year, solar installation is a different project at Hertel landfill. The Hertel landfill is approximately 74 acres, it has been in the EPA Superfund Program since the late 1980’s. The remedies in place are showing to be effective and ongoing monitoring is still happening. 

The County has “Brown fields” which are properties in the town with some sort of issue, an old land fill, a junk yard, a property that had a fire, etc. Properties’ that the county doesn’t foreclose on.  The County Legislator dedicated AARPA funds and create a program for Ulster County to foreclose on these properties; come up with projects to get the properties back to a beneficial use in the town. The Hertel Landfill site is one of these properties. The Solar Array would produce clean energy for the community and on a site where you are constrained, where you can’t do anything on the property, the County thinks it’s a good site. Otherwise, unusable property. 

The Solar Farm project would start with the EPA. Is the Hertel Landfill site potentially compatible with a solar project. A “Yes” came back from the EPA. From that step, we released an RFP/Request for Proposals. They selected AC Power- they had a lot of experience in superfund sites and improperly closed landfills. The County did pass a resolution to enter into a development agreement with AC Power; this means they will see the feasibility of an array. Both by doing a study with Central Hudson- electrical system and that the solar project could be built and engineered in a way that would not impact the remedy in place. The EPA would have to enter into a memorandum agreement with the county to release the liens on the property so it is able to be foreclosed on and then it would be transferred to AC Power. That would lead us to town approval, site plan approval and zoning approval, etc. We are in a beginning step here. 
Councilman Depew asked, what is the next step and time frame for the next step? 

Amanda Lavalle: We are at the development agreement right now with AC Power. The next step is AC Power to start with their engineer to see what the design would look like conceptually and they have to apply with the utility company to see their price. The County will negotiate a memorandum of understanding with EPA to release the lien that EPA has on the property.
Building a solar project on top of a landfill is different that a typical solar install. What you absolutely can’t do is penetrate the cap or do anything to compromise the integrity of the cap. There will be a DEC review and an EPA review. 

Councilman Depew requested a copy of the RFP and any other information leading up to this site. 

She will email to the Supervisor. 

Councilman Depew requested the County Executive puts something in writing that that particular property is removed from any possible future landfill as well as the Camp Sunset property. Amanda Lavalle will bring back Deans request to the Executive. 

Legislator Kevin Roberts, asked wouldn’t it be prudent to get the towns approval, zoning, etc. before you have AC Power do all of this work? Also, explain the decommission bond? 
Amanda Lavalle: There is a decommission bond in place, when the project is over, this assures that there are funds to remove the panels. AC Power possibly should come to a meeting a speak with the town and town board, to talk about what the process is and what is required. 

Town Resident, Michael Lembo, the waste water collection system is currently not collecting anything but you are going to have a lot of run off, off these panels, just like you would a roof. How are you planning to collect all of this water and what are you going to do with it? 

Amanda Lavalle: The cap actually has a plastic membrane of sorts, and has different layers of clay. It should not be very permeable; water will be intercepted from that. The panels would have a design but the project would not pierce that cap. It wouldn’t affect the remedy. The cap is part of the remedy. 
Town resident, Michael Skomer: you can’t have thousands of holes in the ground to have electric. 

Amanda Lavalle: you would have tubs of concrete, brought in my small bobcats which is only allowed on the cap. 

Town resident, Michael Skomer.: So, you are going to have thousands of pounds of concrete, back and forth in the construction equipment, constantly. It will tear the ground up. 

Amanda Lavalle: There has to be a plan in place, so that doesn’t happen. We have to have DEC and EPA approval. There will be a storm water inspection weekly. There will be a site fence around the land fill and an additional fence around the solar array. 
Supervisor Salemo: Reading up on these different studies, approximately 60-80%% of liners leak on superfund sites. We can’t rely on these liners. We have residents in the surrounding area and that is very dangerous. There is this chemical that is created when the rain water hits the land. It’s a toxic chemical that goes into the ground. This is something that should be addressed and on paper. It shouldn’t just be a conversation.

Amanda Lavalle: the EPA typically does more than one barrier, this is a public health risk. You can never engineer so that it is 0%. We have to look at ways to minimize this. Multiple layers to this. The company that we are executing this development agreement with, AC Power, has installed two solar projects on superfund sites alongside with EPA. 
Fran Uhl: What about bad storms?

Amanda Lavalle: that shouldn’t be much different. They will still do the engineering with the soils, to make sure that much rain won’t have the cap fail. The Hertel landfill does not have steep hills. 

Town resident, Barbara S: what happens if the cap fails and the houses in the area, there water will be contaminated? 

Amanda Lavalle: Right now, the cap is checked/water samples are taken 2 times a year. 
Linda Dorwin, town resident: Are you in competition with UCCRA landfill? Is it one or the other? 

Amanda Lavalle: No, this was a proposal that was discussed with the environment committee, this is not a competition between UCCRA and county executive. 

Linda Dorwin: Why should we mess with it? The remedy has been working so far. 

Amanda Lavalle: Because if the engineering and monitoring are done right, and ensure that the remedy is still in place, it lessens the risks. This is something that can be effective. 

Town resident, Christina DeMaio: So many families in the Town of Lloyd have passed away from containments in the Hertel Landfill, parallel to the black creek. Please check the water reports. 25+ families in the water line, reservoirs mixed with the Hudson River. There are a lot of cancer deaths in the area because of the contaminated water. Why would we make it worse? 
Amanda Lavalle: Th EPA does do water testing of the surface water, ground water testing and well testing in this water. I have looked at the results, EPA has looked at the results. Municipal water has to be tested as well. 

Supervisor Salemo and the town board thanked Amanda Lavalle for coming tonight and speaking with our residents. Councilman Depew requested her to come back as things evolved. 

· Highway 284 Agreement

Agreement of Expenditure of Highway monies: 284 Agreement

Highway Superintendent, Bob Wager; The Town Board approved back In March of a culvert project. 

He is letting the Town Board know where the money is going for the road projects. 
Allhusen Road, Anthony Drive, Margaret Lane paving.
 Culvert work is almost done, should be done in a week or two. 
Supervisor Salemo makes a motion to approve agreement on April 19, 2023.  

Seconded by Councilman Kras
· 2025 Truck Purchase
Highway Superintendent is looking for a motion to go ahead and purchase the new 2025 Dump Truck. This is so the dealer can get the chassis ordered. The motion should state that to not exceed $250,000; before the truck gets built, we will be supplied with a quote for the truck. If anything is wrong, the Town Board can back out without penalty. 

Supervisor Salemo: Where is the funding coming from? 

Money is coming from the Highway Fund. 

Councilman Depew: No money is being exchanged right now? You are in looking for a letter of intent? 

Superintendent Wager- That’s it. 

Supervisor Salemo makes a motion to approve the letter of intent to purchase this Western Star or comparable model, 4700 SF, not to exceed $250,000.


Seconded by Councilman Depew. 

· Front End Loader


Superintendent is looking to purchase a new Front Loader. 

The loader we currently have has 5,000 miles on it and 21 years old, it showing signs of rust and wear. We are still maintaining it. 

Supervisor Salemo makes a motion to purchase Caterpillar Front end loader, not to exceed $250,000.

Seconded by Councilman Castillo

· Discuss Setting Up Work Shop Meeting

Supervisor Salemo would like to propose setting up Workshop meetings, on the first meeting of each month. We have a lot to talk about regarding structural projects. 

At the next town board meeting, we will start the workshop meetings. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
· The Town Board did complete the Planning and Zoning Interviews.
Supervisor Salemo would like to make a motion to appoint Chris Merier to the Zoning Board. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo Jr.
On the vote: All Ayes
Supervisor Salemo would like to make a motion to appoint Richard Dimitri to the Planning      Board. 

Seconded by Councilman Castillo Jr.
On the vote: All Ayes
· Councilman Matthews stated that the Building Department hour will be different for approximately 8 weeks. The new schedule of hours will be posted on the front door and available on our website. 

RESOLUTIONS:

· RESOLUTION # 36 – Ulster County Grant
Town of Plattekill has applied to the County of Ulster for a grant under the municipal parks and recreation grant program to secure funding to purchase and install playground park at the Thomas Felten Park.  
Supervisor Salemo made a motion to approve resolution #36.
Seconded by Councilman Matthews
On the vote: All Ayes

· RESOLUTION # 37 – Insurance Transfer

Transfer from A.1990.4 to A1910.4 $1,203.50
Supervisor Salemo made a motion to approve resolution #37. 

This transfer is necessary to cover the cost of the insurance for the cost of insurance.

Seconded by Councilman Matthews. 
On the vote: All Ayes

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
· None
VOUCHERS:
· Councilman Depew reviewed the Voucher Detail report Dated April 19, 2023, which includes:

The A-General Fund amount of
$58,071.78
The DA-Highway Fund amount of
$11,228.39
The SA-Clintondale Lighting amount of
$793.95
The SB-Modena Lighting amount of                                                        $1,304.95
For a Grand Total amount of
$71,399.07
Councilman Depew made a motion to accept the vouchers, recognizing that the Audit Committee has reviewed the claims and found them acceptable for payment. 

Seconded by Councilman Matthews.
On the vote: All Ayes
ADJOURNMENT: 

Supervisor Salemo made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:32PM.
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the vote: All Ayes 
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