TOWN OF PLATTEKILL
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

April 5, 2023
Time – 7:02PM
SALUTE TO THE FLAG: 

ROLL CALL: 
The following Town Board Members were present:
Supervisor Salemo

Councilman William Kras

Councilman Castillo Jr.

Councilman Depew
Councilman Matthews 
PUBLIC HEARING
· EMS/Fire Exemptions Local Law

Supervisor Salemo made a motion to open the public hear for the EMS/Fire Exemption Local law at 7:04pm.  

Seconded by Councilman Depew

On the vote: All Ayes

Supervisor Salemo reported a change to the law at the State level.  The Department of Tax and Finance will be verifying the income statement for each fire fighter.  Supervisor Salemo asked residents to contact the Assessor’s office if they have questions.  

Supervisor Salemo asked if there were any questions from the audience. There were no questions.

Based on this Supervisor Salemo made a motion to leave the Law open for two weeks to allow for public feedback and to close the public hearing at 7:08pm.

Seconded by Councilman Castillo Jr.

On the vote: All Ayes

MINUTES:

· Supervisor Salemo made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes for the March 15, 2023, Town Board Meeting.

Seconded by Councilman Castillo Jr.
On the vote:

Supervisor Salemo: aye

Councilman William Kras: aye

Councilman Castillo Jr.: aye
Councilman Depew: aye
Councilman Matthews: abstained

· Supervisor Salemo made a motion to accept the minutes for the March 15, 2023, Town Board meeting.

Seconded by Councilman Castillo Jr.
On the vote:

Supervisor Salemo: aye

Councilman William Kras: aye

Councilman Castillo Jr.: aye
Councilman Depew: aye
Councilman Matthews: abstained

ADDITIONS:
· Supervisor Salemo made a motion to replace Councilman Matthews with Councilman Castillo Jr. as a member for the Tow Committee.

Seconded by Councilman Depew

On the Vote:  All Ayes 
PUBLIC INPUT: 

· Supervisor Salemo made a motion to open Public Input at 7:12pm.

Seconded by Councilman Depew
On the vote: All Ayes

· Mr. Anthony Covino addressed the Board stating he’s made complaints for 2 years regarding neighboring property business, and nothing has been done.   The Town’s Building inspector has openly stated no action is to be taken and Councilman Dean Depew, visited the property and agreed something needed to be done.  It’s been a month without a response.

Mr. Covino reported work has begun on the property again noting trucks are showing up at 6:00 am in the morning.  Mr. Covino is concerned there will be an accident.  He’s reported this to the Board many times; everyone knows this is a problem.  He has videos and photos showing what is going on.  If there ever is an accident, he will be sharing the information with family members.
Supervisor Salemo stated that she had spoken to Mr. Covino at one of the Board meetings and had personally visited the property.  She had not been able to get in touch with him over the phone.

Mr. Covino stated the Building Inspector isn’t doing his job and should be replaced.

The Board members reported that work had been approved again and that start times are 7:00 am on weekday and 8:00 am on weekends.

If work is truly starting before the approved time, it will be addressed.
Councilman Depew reported after his visit, Mr. Earl has been requested to repair the road

Councilman Castillo Jr. provided Mr. Covino with his cell phone number and agreed go to the site the next time work is going on and if there is an issue.    

Supervisor Salemo noted the Board will continue to address this.
· Mr. Covino also reported that he had visited the DEC regarding the new dump site.  The DEC reported to him they had no news regarding the new dump site and that if there was interest would take at least 3 years.  Mr. Covino suggest the Town Board do their homework before reporting. it
· Sis Morse reported Memorial Day parade is to take place on May 27th stating this year’s parade will be bigger than last years.
· Sis Morse expressed her concern about the possibility of a landfill coming to the Town of Plattekill, stating she doesn’t want our town to become another Love Canal.
Councilman Depew reviewed the current history of what has taken place to date noting the following.  

The Town created resolutions in 2021 and 2023 notifying the County a land fill is not welcome in the Town of Plattekill

He has requested that Ulster County create a resolution

County Legislator Kevin Roberts has created resolution that is in the process of getting approved.
Councilman Depew will be attending a meeting with the Energy and Environment committee

Councilman Depew has spoken with the County legislator’s Chairperson expressing the Town’s views
Petitions are being formed within the Town.

The Town of Newburgh passed a resolution, including the impact on the bodies of water, specifically noting Chadwick Lake. 

The Town of Lloyd is joining in, noting Black creek as a concern
The Board is speaking the Town of New Paltz and Marlboro 

The Town is asking the County to memorialize this. 

· Sis Morse also asked what the Board knows about the Solar Farms?  This being on the County owned property, who benefits from this?  She is not necessarily against Solar farms; just want to be sure the Town gains from it.
Councilman Depew stated the Hydroquest report referenced Solar as well, noting this is common practice for closed landfills.  The appeal to the Town is reduced electricity cost.  

Councilman Depew said there isn’t 3 phase electricity available in the areas being considered.  It could be possible for Central Hudson to install 3 phases at the Hertel site.

Councilman Depew reported the Board’s #1 priority is to oppose a landfill coming to the Town.  This is followed by the concern of placing a Solar farm on the Hertel property.  This is superfund site that should not be touched.

The County has an RFP out for putting Solar on the property but before taking action must follow the guidelines of the EPA.

Councilman Depew stated it’s a superfund site.  It should not be touched. In addition, there is an Aquifer zoning law for that area.

· Sis Morse asked the Board to confirm Chief Ryan was paid $15,000 for sick time when leaving the town.  

Supervisor Salemo reported this was part of the previous contract that had been agreed to.

Councilman Depew added salaries were low at the time and this was a way to offset it.

Supervisor Salemo and Councilman Depew both stated there will be a new contract.

Sis Morse asked the Board consider consolidating the Police Department with the State Police.
Councilman Depew reported this had been addressed in the past, noting it’s not a simple solution

Sis Morse stated consolidation would save the Town hundreds of thousands of dollars and that it has worked in other places.

· Mike Lembo commented that he read the Hydroquest report.  It included surrounding Towns, such as Rosendale, Gardiner and concluded they were not suitable for a landfill.  The report did mention Black creek and Chadwick Lake, but still thought the Town of Plattekill was suitable.  Mr. Lembo asked why are they zeroing in on the Town of Plattekill?
Mr. Lembo also noted the report didn’t just focus on the Hertel property; it referenced all the land around it.
Councilman Depew stated he thought the report is sighting the land in the Town of Plattekill and is suitable for a landfill based on the soil content, it didn’t consider the impact on the environment. 
Councilman Depew stated it is most important for the Town to be Unified.

Councilman Depew commented on the DEC stating they’re the agency that approves landfills.  The Seneca Meadows landfill is scheduled to close in the year 2025.  This is what kicked off the State to start looking for other options. It is being considered for the extending the closing of Seneca Meadows 15 years.
Council Depew stated the goal for the Town is to get this documented so it cannot come back again in another 15 years.  We need to get this in writing.
· Resident thanked the Board for the time and effort that is being put into this.
Supervisor Salemo made a motion to close Public Input at 7:57 p.m.
Seconded by Councilman Depew
On the vote: All Ayes

REPORTS: 

· None
OLD BUSINESS:

· Walden MX

Joseph Hoell requested the Board approve the modified schedule that includes 4 Sunday races. 

Supervisor Salemo commented she had reviewed the schedule and found it to be the same as last year.
Mr. Hoell agreed.  
Supervisor Salemo suggested to Mr. Hoell presents a final schedule next year to avoid confusion.
Supervisor Salemo made a motion to approve the schedule for the Walden MX as presented.  

Seconded by Councilman Castillo Jr.
On the vote: All Ayes

· Planning & Zoning Interview Dates

Supervisor Salemo announced there are open positions on the Planning & Zoning Boards and that interview dates need to be setup. 

After discussion the Board members agreed to meet on Monday, April 17th and if required on Tuesday, April 18th.
· Boy Scouts – Trails Around the Park

Brendon Kurta presented to the Board Members a plan for the Boy Scouts to create a 2-mile trail at the Town Park for biking, hiking, jogging, and walking.  

Councilman Depew expressed concern about the building and maintenance of the park and asked Mr. Kurta if the idea had been discussed with Highway Superintendent Wager.

Mr. Kurta said it had.  He and Councilman Depew agreed to give Superintendent Wager a copy of the draft proposal and arrange for a time to review it. 

The Board Members were concerned about the equipment needed for this project, insurance, the cost to maintain the trails, and the burden to the Town Highway Department. 
The Board also questioned the plan for the man power required a project of this size.  It seems like too big of a project for the Scouts.  

Mr. Kurta replied the plan is to use the scouts and get additional support from the Rotary Club.

The Board Members agreed this is a good project and would like to see it happen, but before doing so a plan has to be in place.

Councilman Depew asked if it is to be a flat trail for bikes or a hiking trail and how wide are the paths going to be? Also, how long of a project is it?
Mr. Kurta stated it is approximately a 12-month project.

After discussion, Mr. Kurta agreed to put together a more thorough plan that considers all of the questions raised above.  He will meet with Highway Superintendent Wager.  He also agreed to mark the trees showing the proposed route for the trail to give the Board members the opportunity to walk it.
The Board again agreed that this is great project, but don’t want it to fail.  

· Award Mowing Bid

The Town received one bid for the mowing of the Town’s facilities from Dick’s Landscaping and Property Maintenance.

Highway Superintendent Wager recommended the Town Board to accept the Bid from Dick’s Landscaping and Property Maintenance for $540.00 per cut. 

Supervisor Salemo made a motion to approve from Dick’s Landscaping and Property Maintenance for $540.00 per cut.  

Seconded by Councilman Matthews
On the vote: All Ayes

· Award Hay Bid

The Town did not receive any bids for haying the Town’s fields.  Based on this Highway Superintendent agreed for the Highway Department to take on this task for this year.

NEW BUSINESS:

· Washington Loop

Supervisor Salemo read from a letter provided by Ms. Lisette Saravia requesting the Town consider her putting a home on a partially build Road.  Ms. Saravia has purchased 3 lots off of Washington Loop totaling approximately .9 acres.

Councilman Matthews had looked into this and reported the problem was this property was developed before Town Codes.  He found that Washington Loop is a private/paper road.  Part of the road has been established as private road with multiple home accessing it.  The remaining part of the road is a paper road or a road that is on paper only that has not been established as a road. 

Councilman Matthews stated that if it is a paper road the Town has no jurisdiction over it.  The only way to determine this is to review the original paperwork for these properties.

Councilman Castillo Jr. stated this property is a pre-existing, non-conforming property.  This means it may not be subject to the current zoning laws.  
After discussion the Board Members agreed there are more questions that need to be answered.  The Board recommends the landowner goes the Planning Board to get guidance from them.  Possibly setting up an escrow account for meeting with the Town Engineer.
It was noted the three lots in question combined do not meet the current requirement for having a minimum of a 1-acre plot.  This will also have to be addressed with the Planning Board.

· Fireworks Contracts

Supervisor Salemo reported the Town received 2 bids for fireworks for the July 4th celebration.  Both July 4 Ever Fireworks and Fireworks Extravaganza bid came in at $10,000.  
Supervisor Salemo reported Fireworks Extravaganza was purchased by new owners that were not as easy to work with as in past years.  We had used them again last year and had problems.   In addition, the Town’s contact who is the individual that organizes and sets off the fireworks, Michael, has moved to July 4 Ever Fireworks.

Based on this Supervisor Salemo made a motion to purchase the fireworks from July 4 Ever Fireworks for $10,000.
Seconded by Councilman Depew
On the vote: All Ayes

·  Resolution to Retain J&G Law

Supervisor Salemo made a motion to appoint J&G Law Firm to represent the Town in the County’s proposal for possible placement of a landfill in the Town of Plattekill.  Supervisor Salemo reported the rate is $250 per hour which is the same rate being charged by the Town’s attorney.  J&G Law specializes in land and Engineering.  
Councilman Depew verified a retainer is not required and the Town is only charged to as the Firm is used.  There is no long-term commitment.  

Councilman Matthews agreed.

Seconded by Councilman Depew

On the vote: All Ayes

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
· Supervisor Salemo called for an Executive Session to discuss personnel at 8:58pm.
Seconded by Councilman Matthews

On the Vote:  All Ayes

Supervisor Salemo made a motion to close the Executive Session at 9:44pm

Seconded by Councilman Depew
On the Vote:  All Ayes

Supervisor Salemo report the Board has agreed approve the hire an EMT WORKER for the Summer Camp at an increased salary.  

Supervisor Salemo made a motion to approve this.

Seconded by Councilman Depew

On the Vote:  All Ayes

Supervisor Salemo reported the Town has 2 open positions.  She reported the Bookkeeper has resigned and the attendant at Transfer Station will be out temporarily.  

Town Clerk, Donna Hedrick will post this in the local newspaper.

VOUCHERS:
· Councilman Depew reviewed the Voucher Detail report Dated April 5, 2023, which includes:

The A-General Fund amount of
$79,549.53
The DA-Highway Fund amount of
$45,202.28
For a Grand Total amount of
$124,751.81
Councilman Depew made a motion to accept the vouchers, recognizing that the Audit Committee has reviewed the claims and found them acceptable for payment. 

Seconded by Councilman Matthews
On the vote: All Ayes
ADJOURNMENT: 

Supervisor Salemo made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:47pm.
Seconded by Councilman Depew
On the vote: All Ayes 
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