TOWN OF PLATTEKILL
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

June 21, 2023
Time – 7:00 PM
SALUTE TO THE FLAG: 

ROLL CALL: 
The following Town Board Members were present:
Supervisor Salemo
Councilman William Kras

Councilman Castillo Jr.

Councilman Depew
Councilman Fazio
PUBLIC HEARING
· None

MINUTES:

· Supervisor Salemo made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes for the June 7th Town Board Meeting.

Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the vote: All Ayes

· Supervisor Salemo made a motion to accept the minutes for the June 7th Town Board meeting.

Seconded by Councilman Fazio.
On the vote: All Ayes

ADDITIONS:
· Supervisor Salemo and Lieutenant Smith introduced Chief Oscar Lopez, new Police Chief of Town of Plattekill.  

Town Clerk Donna Hedrick swore Chief Lopez into office.

Councilman Castillo Jr. thanked Lieutenant Smith for his efforts during the time the Town was working without a Chief.

· Chief Lopez introduced new officer Jason Tolentino, badge #113.  Town Clerk Donna Hedrick swore in Officer Tolentino into office.

· Chief Lopez introduced new officer Stephen Scarselli, retired NYS trooper with 30 years’ experience, badge #135.  Town Clerk Donna Hedrick swore in Officer Chief Scarselli into office.

· Supervisor Salemo reported that she had received a letter of resignation from Assistant Recreation Director, Kim Way.  She made a motion to accept the resignation.

Seconded by Councilman Castillo Jr.
On the vote: All Ayes

Supervisor Salemo noted that Recreation director Way was also the Town Camp Director.  

Supervisor Salemo reported the Board was able to find a local EMT who has agreed to accept the position of Camp Director.  She was pleased to report the Town’s Summer Camp will go on.

Supervisor Salemo thanked both the Modena and Plattekill Fire departments for bringing trucks to the Summer Camp in past years for cooling off the kids with water.  
· Councilman Depew provided an update regarding the potential landfill in the Town of Plattekill.  Councilman Depew reported the County Legislator passed resolution #221 stating the Hertel and Camp Sunset properties are not in consideration for a location for a future landfill.

PUBLIC INPUT: 

· Supervisor Salemo made a motion open public input at 7:16pm.

Seconded by Councilman Depew

On the vote: All Ayes

· Annette Laskowski asked the Board members about the possibility of placing a Solar farm on the Hertel site.

Councilman Depew reported the County has performed a study on the property, but he could report the current status.  Councilman Depew stated that he has been in contact with Deputy County Executive Lavalle and she has agreed to come to a future Town meeting to answer questions residents may have.

Annette Laskowski asked the for the Board’s opinion on this.
Supervisor Salemo responded stating the issue has not been brought in front of the Board as of yet and therefore is not in a position to comment on it.

· Kim Way, past Assistant Recreation Director approached the Board members to express her dissatisfaction with the Board.  She felt she wasn’t given support from the Board and at the end was pushed out.  Kim thought that it was odd that immediately following her resignation the Board was able to find an EMT so the Summer Camp was able to remain open.  For that she is happy for the families.

Councilman Castillo Jr. knew that Kim was upset and suggested she wait 24 to 48 hours before acting.  Kim handed in resignation letter.  Once handed the resignation letter, the Board was forced to look forward to come up with a way to keep the Camp open.  

After discussion it was clear to the Board members, Kim was upset and that at this point in time there isn’t a way forward.  

Supervisor Salemo expressed to Kim that she tried her best to help and that is unfortunate that it has come to this.

Annette Laskowski reported that Kim has done an excellent job of the last 2 years and she didn’t see the Board members recognizing her efforts.
Supervisor Salemo stated that she is sorry how it worked out.  It’s unfortunately the way it ended.  Salemo thanked Kim Way for her service.

· A Modena resident complained to the Town Board that over the weekend a gentleman had to wait 25 minutes for an ambulance coming from New Paltz.  This was because Modena Fireman were at an event in Lake George.

Theresa, EMT, for Modena Fire department understands the concern.  Individuals need to understand Modena is a volunteer department.  
The Resident stated fire departments should be mandating at least one person to be made available.
Dave Winters, Fire commissioner for Modena Fire department, reported that this is a situation that all departments are well aware of.  “There just are not enough volunteers.”  All departments are struggling to get volunteers.

A Resident asked what Town Board is doing about this.  
Supervisor Salemo described the efforts put forward last year, about promoting the Fire Departments and volunteering for the Town.  The Town worked with the 3 local fire departments trying to set up a field day.  Flyers were made, but unfortunately the event fell through.

Modena and Plattekill Fire departments were represented at the meeting.  Both agreed it is worth picking up discussions again.

Kelly Nelson commented these are volunteer positions, individual’s hobbies.  In today’s world time is limited.  Individuals are having difficulty finding time in their daily lives.  They have to consider, working hours, family time, other hobbies.  These all limit the time for volunteering at the fire department.  
Resident asked if the Town should be hiring an Ambulance service.

Councilman Depew reported this must come from Fire Departments.  Government is here to support their needs, but it is up to the Fire Department to recommend the way forward.  
Resident recommended calling Empress to get pricing for the cost of hiring their services for providing ambulance support between the 3 local fire departments.

Both Modena and Plattekill fire departments agreed to continue discussions, working the Town informed.

· Supervisor Salemo made a motion close public input at 8:03pm.

Seconded by Councilman Depew

On the vote: All Ayes

REPORTS: 

· Supervisor Salemo reviewed the monthly department reports and noted they are all available at the Town Clerk’s Office upon request. 
The following reports for the month of May were available.

Dog Control Monthly Report

Town of Plattekill Police Monthly Report 

The following reports for the month of May were not available.

Buildings & Grounds Monthly Report

Building Department Monthly Report

Assessor Report Monthly Report 

Recreation Department Monthly Report

· Supervisor Salemo reported on letter from Charles Entress thanking the Highway Department for supporting the Transfer Station during the time of transition to new personnel.
· Supervisor Salemo reported Tiffany Galligan wanted to thank the entire staff at the Town, including the Highway and Police departments for their patience and support over the last 6 months during the time the Town has been under staffed.

OLD BUSINESS:

· Local Law – Fire/EMS
Supervisor Salemo made a motion to adopt Local Law #1 of 2023 – Volunteer Firefighter/Ambulance Worker Tax Exemption.

Seconded by Councilman Depew

On the vote: All Ayes

· Special Meeting Interview Date/Bookkeeper
Supervisor Salemo stated the Town currently has 3 applications for the Bookkeeper position.  Before beginning interviews, she shared year to date the Town has spent $25,686 with RBTR, Town’s Accounting firm, in addition to the support being provided by Tiffany.
Supervisor Salemo reported the bookkeeper salaries for Gardiner as $60k and Marlboro as $68k and Town of Lloyd at $58k.

Supervisor Salemo proposed increasing the Town of Plattekill’s bookkeeper salary from $42,000 to $55,000 to attract a qualified, reliable person that would be more likely to stay.

The Board members agreed.
The Board set the date for interview to take place at the Townhall on July 17th at 4:00pm.  Town Clerk will send out a notification for the meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:

· Eagle Scout Project
Jon Albanese presented an Eagle Scout project for building a giant chess board at the Town Park.  The board would consist of 32 red and 32 gray stones.  Jon provided a complete proposal that included proposed locations.
Councilman Depew asked if the proposal had been reviewed with Highway Superintendent Wager, stating he supervises all activities at the Park.

All the Board members liked the idea.  Supervisor Salemo offered to meet with Jon and Highway superintendent Wager to review the project to help keep things moving forward.
Jon is looking to get this project done in July or August

· Eagle Scout Project

Mark Winters presented an Eagle Scout project for building gazebo at the Town Park.  Mark presented a plan for building a 12’ x 12’ gazebo with a concrete base and aluminum roof.  He stated that he has been working with Highway Superintendent Wager and has his approval for going forward.

This project to be done July/August time frame.
· Supervisor Salemo made a motion to approve Mark Winters Eagle Scout project for adding a Gazebo at the Town Park.

Seconded by Councilman Castillo

On the vote: All Ayes

· Washington Loop
Supervisor Salemo read a letter from Scott Mandoske, Town Code Enforcement officer, regarding a proposed driveway on Washington Loop for Lissette Saravia
Scott’s findings were as follows

The property does have sufficient frontage for placing a driveway and access to the road is acceptable.  It will require removal of a tree that is on the property line.

Purchase of adjacent lots #14 and #18 would be required before this property could become a buildable lot

This is existing, nonconforming property, future lots must conform to current codes.

Councilman Castillo Jr. wanted to be clear, this discussion is about driveway access only; not an evaluation to determine if the property is suitable for building.

Councilman Depew suggested hiring an engineer to evaluate the lots to determine if together they are suitable for building.  The land needs to be checked for water and septic.

Councilman Depew suggested contacting the Planning Board, setting up an Escrow account to have the property evaluated before going forward.

The Board didn’t want to have her to invest without knowing the property is suitable for building on.

· Liaison to Planning Board

Supervisor Salemo suggested appointing Councilman Depew as liaison to the Town of Plattekill Planning Board.  
Councilman Depew suggested that possible Councilman Fazio would be a better fit for the position.  Councilman Fazio asked for time to consider it.

In the meantime, Councilman Depew offered to step in if needed.

· July Coupon Month
The Town Board has all agreed to okay the Month of July Coupon for free $20.00 for residents of the Town of Plattekill that have an active Transfer Station yearly permit.
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
· None
VOUCHERS:
· Councilman Depew reviewed the Voucher Detail report Dated June 21, 2023, which includes:

The A-General Fund amount of
$18,802.10
The DA-Highway Fund amount of
$345.76
For a Grand Total amount of
$19,147.86
Councilman Depew made a motion to accept the vouchers, recognizing that the Audit Committee has reviewed the claims and found them acceptable for payment. 

Seconded by Supervisor Salemo
On the vote: All Ayes
ADJOURNMENT: 

Supervisor Salemo made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:38 pm.
Seconded by Councilman Depew
On the vote: All Ayes 
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