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Town of Plattekill 
Comprehensive Plan Update Phase I 
Comprehensive Plan Update Committee #2 
Summary Notes 

Meeting Date:  
Meeting Location: 
 

Thursday May 23, 2019, 7:00pm 
Modena Fire House , 1953 Route 44-55, Modena, NY 

Meeting Attendees 
Committee: 

 
Joe Croce, Town Supervisor 
Derrick Doubrava 
Cindy Delgado 
Gladys Figueroa 
Brian VanDuser 
Joseph Lafriandra 
Michael Baum 
Cindy Hilbert, Committee Chair   
 

Public: Betty Diorio (stayed briefly then left) 
 

Consultant: Bob Murphy, Jr., AICP, Barton and Loguidice (B&L) 
 

This was the second meeting of the Town of Plattekill’s Master Plan Committee with Mr. Bob 
Murphy from Barton & Loguidice (B&L) also attending.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of 
Allegiance at 7:04pm). 

 
I. Introductions and Agenda Review (7:05 pm) 

• Traffic problems caused RJM to arrive late (7:05 pm) 
 

- He and Supervisor Croce spoke over the phone to alert committee 
 
- Mr. Murphy then went through a brief overview of the agenda for the meeting and the 

committee members went around and gave a brief description of their backgrounds along with 
Mr. Murphy.  
 

- Joe Lafriandra 
• New to town 
• Rockland County Sewer District 
• Site Plan/Subdivision Review / Construction Management 

http://town.plattekill.ny.us/
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- Gladys Figueroa 
• Retired NYPD 
• Family has had property in Plattekill for generations 
• Involved in politics and seniors 
• Getting information out is important 
• Latino Community 
 

- Mike Baum 
• Prior member of Planning Board 
• Meeting senior housing property  
• Aesthetics 
 

- Derrick Doubrava 
• Construction Management 
• Apply Grower (Clintondale) 
• Quality of life, enjoy rural 
• Weary of impacts of rampant development, as seen elsewhere in the region 
 

- Cindy Delgado 
• Special Education Teacher (retired), now Fire District 
• Plattekill council person 
 

- Joe Croce, Town Supervisor 
• Balance needs 
• Update Zoning Code 
 

- Cindy Hilbert, Committee Chair 
• Chairperson of planning board 
• (T) Marlborough Assessor 
• Master Plans in Marlborough 
• Smart Expansion/ Development, rural characteristics 
 

- Brian Vanduser 
• Commuter to White Plains 
• Apple grower family in Plattekill 
• Commercial real estate (30+ years) 
• Industrial Park Supporter 

 
- Discussions – Recap findings and Discussion of Demographic/GIS Information 

 

• Mr. Murphy opened the meeting by discussing the previous meeting and the findings 
from that meeting.  He stated that it was wonderful to have such a great turn-out for 
the first meeting and it was very helpful to get so much input from the public at the 
early stages.   

• The committee discussed the public’s comments from the first meeting and also drafting 
a Vision Statement to help direct the group.   
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• Mr. Murphy reviewed the committee’s roles and what the role of Barton and Loguidice 
included.  Barton and Loguidice was able to help facilitate the process and provide 
expertise data collection and analysis of demographic information and the public input.   

• The Committee reviewed the definition of what a Comprehensive Plan includes and that 
it is cited under the New York State Town Law, Section §272-a. The Comprehensive Plan 
discusses the long-range planning goals for the community. 

 
II. Project Scope of Services 

 
- Mr. Murphy reviewed the upcoming phases of the project and what they included. 

 
- Phase 1 

• Create an Online Public Worksheet and Survey 

• End with Committee Vision and Goals 

• Prepare submission for Greenway Grant deadline 9/18/2019 
 

- Phase 2 

• Recommendations and Actions 

• Adaption of the Comprehensive Plan 

• SEQR Process 
 

III. Schedule/ Committee Business (7:20 pm) 
 
- In terms of the schedule, the goal is to have Phase I of the Comprehensive Plan Update 

completed by August 2019. This would enable the Town to apply for the next round of Hudson 
River Valley Greenway funding in September 2019 in support of Phase II of the Project. 

 

• Project Team, Town and Committee 

• Comprehensive Plan Committee Meeting Protocols 

• Comprehensive Plan Committee Mission Statement 

• Outreach Assistance and Public Notice Requirements 
 

- RJM reviewed Committee responsibilities and protocols (see notes from kickoff). Each 
Committee member spoke of their background. 

 
IV. Committee Meetings and Public Outreach (7:30 pm) 

• Committee Meeting #2 (Date: 5/23/19) 

• Community Visioning Workshop (Date: 6/4/19) 

• Committee Meeting #3 (Date: 6/18/19) 

• Committee Meeting #4 (Date: 7/23/19) 

• Logistics: 
o Committee Support – (Locations, Stakeholders to Contact, etc.) 
o Online Community Preference Survey (Late June/Early July) 

• Outreach Media: 
o Firehouse Signs 
o Sign Board 
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o Senior Center 
o Facebook 
o Website 

 
- It was decided by the Committee that all the meetings would be held at the Town Hall unless 

there was a conflict and they would continue to be scheduled on the first and third Tuesdays or 
each month. 
 

- Setup at Firehouse is ideal for table stations 

• Visioning Workshop:  June 4, 2019 at Plattekill Firehouse (7:00 pm) 

• Next Committee Meeting:  June 18, 2019 at Town Hall (7:00 pm) 
 

- Barton & Loguidice draft flyer for workshops by May 24, 2019. Committee to distribute to high 
traffic locations around Town. 

 
- Park Expansion Committee, be aware of their activities so that we don’t conflict 
 
- Public Outreach 

o Southern Ulster Times, Facebook 
 

V. Committee Discussion 
 
- The Committee discussed the tentative survey that Ms. Hilbert and Supervisor Croce prepared.  

The Committee was asked to review the survey questions and provide comments on them.  
Once the survey has been finalized it will be added to the Town of Plattekill website and 
Facebook page.  Ms. Hilbert has also stated that she will prepare a hard copy that can be left at 
the Town Hall and other locations for residents to fill-out and return if they do not have access 
to the internet. Supervisor Croce discussed some of the questions asked on the survey that was 
sent out when the original Comprehensive Plan was undertaken. The Committee would like to 
finalize the survey questions and have it available for comment no later than the middle of June. 
(Our next meeting is scheduled for June 14, 2019.) 
 

- Ms. Hilbert had emailed out a copy of the minutes from the April 16, 2019 meeting to the 
Committee previously.  Since there was a significant public turnout for the first meeting, 
Supervisor Croce, Ms. Hilbert and Mr. Murphy have adjusted the project timeline.  Mr. Murphy 
reviewed the minutes and discussed the changes in the project timeline and dates.  (The 
proposed schedule is listed about.) 
 

- Mr. Murphy presented the Committee with several GIS Maps depicting the Town Zoning 
Classification’s, the School District locations and the Property Class breakdowns.  The 
Committee discussed the locations of the school district boundaries, how the Zoning was laid 
out and also the property classifications which are determined by the Towns’ Assessor. 

 
- The following documents were distributed to the Committee for background: 

• Land Use Map 

• Zoning Map 

• School District Map 

• Draft Inventory 
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• 2003 Plattekill Master Plan Summary Memo 

• Town Comprehensive Plan Definition 

• Example Vision/Goals: New Scotland and Mount Hope 
 

- The Committee discussed the 2003 Comprehensive Plan and reviewed Mr. Murphy’s summary 
comments about the Plan.  There was a brief discussion about the transportation issues within 
the Town, especially on Routes 32 and 44-55. The recommended actions of the Plan were 
discussed and it was noted that the following actions were identified: 

• Updating Town Policies and Codes 

• Develop Economic Initiatives 

• Protecting Town Assets and Resources 

• Improving Community Identity 

• Transportation Alternatives 

• Increasing Government Services 
 

- Mr. Murphy will prepare a Flyer for the Visioning Meeting being held on June 4, 2019.  The flyer 
will be posted in the Town Hall and other public places.  The Town will contact their local 
newspaper and have them post something about the meeting. Supervisor Croce will also discuss 
the meeting at the next Town Board meeting. Ms. Figueroa stated that she would circulate the 
flyer to the Rotary members at their next meeting.  Other locations to display the Flyer would be 
the Plattekill Senior Center, the Plattekill Library and other local businesses. 

- There was a motion to accept the minutes from the April 16, 2019 meeting as presented.  
Motion made by Brian VanDuser and seconded by Supervisor Joe Croce.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
VI. Committee Kick-off Meeting and Issues Identification Workshop – April 16, 2019 (7:45 pm) 

• Review and discuss summary notes 

• Confirm list of Town issues to be addressed in Comprehensive Plan 

• Committee Approved notes were distributed on May 6, 2019 
 

- RJM reviewed content of discussion with committee. This generated a lot of interesting 
conversation about issues facing Plattekill. 

 
- Vision Statement 

o Difference between Mount Hope & New Scotland Vision Statement examples 
▪ Mount Hope version preferred as a template 

o “Sustainable” = Balance Residential/Commercial 
o Hamlet promotion (Four Hamlets) 
o Promoting Town Center development, smart growth development pattern, no sprawl 

 
- Town Center 

• Don’t want to pick favorites, but need to start somewhere 
 

- Taxes driving people out, visiting only 
• Wallkill (V) story, be weary of this 

• Empty storefronts 
• Challenging to be successful What is the threshold? What kind of growth? 
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• Maybe focusing infrastructure for commercial business parks, avoid infrastructure that 
would support residential development 

 
- Farming Concerns 

• Public Health concerns resulting from proximity possible nuisance impacts of agriculture 
• Traffic impacts from agri-tourism 

 
VII. Development of a Draft Comprehensive Plan Vision Statement (8:00 pm) 

- The Committee discussed what our “Vision” for the community would be.  Where do we see the 
Town of Plattekill in 2040? The Vision Statement needs to be a clear description of what the 
Town wants.  We need to include a sustainable balance between residential and commercial 
growth and promote “Smart Growth” policies. Other issues that were discussed were the 
development of the “hamlet” and town center areas for the Town and drafting an identity for 
the Town.   
 

- Mr. Murphy provided examples of Vision Statements from other communities. The Committee 
reviewed them and suggested comments about the Town. 

 
VIII. Preliminary Goals and Objectives 

 
 

IX. Next Steps and Adjourn (9:05 pm) 
 
- Next Meeting will held on June 4, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at the Plattekill Fire House, on Old Firehouse 

Rd.  This will be a “Visioning” Meeting where the public will be encouraged to attend. After the 
public workshop the Committee will meet to discuss the feedback from the meeting and to draft 
the vision statement. 
 

- Motion made by Supervisor Joe Croce and seconded by Ms. Hilbert to adjourn the meeting.  
Motion passed unanimously.  Meeting closed at 9:05 p.m. 

 


