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TOWN OF PLATTEKILL 

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 

June 20, 2018 

Time: 7:00 PM 

 

SALUTE TO FLAG  

     Supervisor Croce opened the meeting with a salute to the American Flag. 

 

ROLL CALL 

     The following Town Board Members were present: 

   Supervisor Croce 

   Councilman Putnam 

   Councilman Farrelly 

   Councilman Matthews 

   Councilman DePew 

 

MINUTES 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes from the June 6th 2018 

Regular Town Board Meeting. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to accept the minutes from the June 6th, 2018 Regular Town Board 

Meeting. 

Councilman Farrelly seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

ADDITIONS 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he had three additions to the evening’s agenda.  He stated that he 

wanted to discuss the Inter-Municipal Agreement at the time that they would be discussing the Highway 

Department’s memo.  Then he also wanted to discuss candidates for the position of Police Officer and a 

request from the Chairperson of the Veteran’s Committee. 

1.Appointment to Veteran’s Committee: 

     Supervisor Croce stated that the Chairperson of the Veteran’s Committee has requested that Mr. 

Carlos Arranz be appointed to the Veteran’s Committee. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to appoint Mr. Carlos Arranz to the Veterans Committee. 

Councilman Farrelly seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 
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2.Candaidates for the Position of Police Officer: 

     Supervisor Croce stated that Chief Ryan was present this evening and he had candidates for the 

position of Police Officer.   

     Chief Ryan stated that he wanted to introduce four candidates who were currently in the Police 

Academy that he would like the Town Board to consider for becoming an Officer in the Plattekill Police 

Dept.  Two of them will be finishing phase 1 of the Academy in the next few weeks and the other two 

have already completed their phase 1 program.  They will all be starting the phase 2 programs, on July 

12th, including use of firearms, breathalyzers and other equipment and they will need to do 160 hours of 

field training where they will ride along with another officer.  

     Chief Ryan stated that these four candidates have had extensive background investigations and have 

been outstanding students in the Academy.  He stated that he would like the Town Board to consider 

hiring all four candidates as we have lost several officers over the past year and will be losing Officer 

Brenner very soon.  He will be going full time to a department in Dutchess County.  Also, Det. Zapata has 

left the Department. 

     Chief Ryan stated that he tries to keep approximately 20 part time officers in the Department to 

make sure that we have coverage when we need it.  He introduced each of the new candidates. 

     There was a brief discussion that it was great to have candidates who were local residents of our 

Town or adjourning Towns.   

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion, to take the recommendation of Police Chief, Joe Ryan, to have all 

four of these candidates join the Plattekill Police Dept. 

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

     At this time, the four candidates took their Oaths of Office and were sworn in to become Town of 

Plattekill Police Officers.   

     The Town Board congratulated them for their dedication in becoming Police Officers and giving back 

to their community. 

 

PUBLIC INPUT 

    Mrs. Pearl Morse, Chairperson for the Veteran’s Committee, stated that the Veterans Committee is 

planning a dinner/dance fundraiser in August to raise money to help continue the construction on the 

Veteran’s Memorial.  She stated that more information would be coming soon. 

     Mrs. Morse stated that the next Veteran’s Committee Meeting will be tomorrow at the Town Hall at 

7:30 PM. 

 

     There were no further comments or questions from the public. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to close the Public Input section of the meeting at 7:12 PM. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 
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     At this time, Supervisor Croce suggested that the Town Board move the reading of the monthly 

reports to the end of the agenda.  There were people who had traveled to be here this evening for a 

presentation and he wanted to allow them to speak at the beginning of the meeting. 

     The Town Board agreed to put the reading of the monthly reports at the end of the meeting. 

   

SECTION 1 – NEW YORK MUNICIPAL ENERGY PROGRAM 

     Supervisor Croce introduced two representatives from the NY Municipal Energy Program (NYMEP) 

which is a New York based energy consulting and brokerage firm operating in all deregulated markets, 

importing best practices and ideas from other states.  They work with CCA and Government Aggregation 

in group purchasing of Energy, such as natural gas and electric.   

     Supervisor Croce explained that these representatives had done a short program at an Ulster County 

Supervisor’s Meeting and he felt it would be a good idea to have more information on the types of 

programs they are marketing. 

     The two representatives, Mr. Edward Carey and Mr. Javier Barrios, gave a presentation of what their 

company does and what the Town Board would have to do to begin the process if they decided to work 

with their company.  The representatives explained that the Town would have to adopt a local law to 

allow the NYMEP to work for them.  The company would obtain and offer costs for electric, which would 

be lower than the current Central Hudson cost for electric, and if the Town Board felt there would be a 

significant savings to the Town and its residents, the Town Board would then take on this new supplier 

and mandate that everyone in Town change to this new electric supplier.  If a resident did not want to 

change from their current supplier, then they could opt-out with a written letter stating that they did 

not want to change suppliers.   

     The representatives were suggesting that they could get a lower electric cost than the current Central 

Hudson cost because they were buying the electric in bulk for the entire Town.  The Town would have to 

sign on for a given time frame, but they would not be signing a contract. They stated that they are 

regulated by the Public Service Commission. 

     The Town Board asked several questions about how long the time frame would be and what would 

happen if the cost were to go up, or down, during the time frame.  They also discussed  why they would 

need to adopt a local law, what would happen if they adopted the local law and then decided not to 

work with NYMEP and the fact that Central Hudson would still be billing everyone for the delivery of the 

electric regardless of where it comes from. 

     The representatives tried to answer all these questions.  They stated that if the cost were to go down, 

then the cost to the Town would also go down, even if it was during the time frame that the Town had 

chosen.  The time frame could be 12 months, 19 months or 30 months; it was up to the Town to choose 

for how long they wanted to lock the price in.  If it was a very low amount, the Town may want to lock in 

the price for an extended period of time.  They stated that there are Towns who adopted the local law 

and then, in the end, decided not to work with them and that was fine.  Adopting the local law would 

not mean that the Town had to be in the program.  They stated that they notify everyone in the Town 

when the program starts and they would supply an opt-out letter to anyone asking for it.  They stated 

that there would be very little cost to the Town; only some Attorney fees. 
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     Supervisor Croce thanked the representatives for coming in this evening and stated that the Town 

Board would take all the information provided at this meeting, do some more research over the next 

few weeks and have more discussion on this program before making any decisions. 

     Mr. Carey and Mr. Barrios thanked the Town Board for allowing them the time to explain their 

program this evening.    

 

SECTION 2 –HIGHWAY 284 AGREEMENT 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he received a memo from the Highway Superintendent which included 

this year’s Highway 284 Agreement and a request to transfer funds to support this Agreement. 

     Mr. Wager, the Highway Superintendent, was present and reviewed the 284 Agreement for 2018 

with the Town Board.  He explained that the two major undertakings would be done by hiring a 

company to come in to do the paving, as has been done in the past few years.  He stated that this has 

worked out well as a larger company can come in and do the paving in a few days compared to what it 

would take our Highway Dept.   This gives our employees a chance to do the culverts and other prep-

jobs so they can just come in and get the paving done.  They can work faster to get the job done 

efficiently and the project will have less of an impact on traffic and residents.  He stated that we receive 

some funding from State Programs and this is the best way to get the projects done. 

     Mr. Wager explained that the Town Board will have to make some transfers; the $100,000.00 now 

and in the future they will need to compensate for machinery repairs and winter supplies due to 

extended 2017-2018 winter demands.      

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to approve the Highway 284 Agreement for 2018 as presented to us 

by the Highway Superintendent, Robert Wager. 

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes.                 (The transfer of funds was completed later in this meeting) 

 

SECTION 3 – INTER-MUNICIPAL MUTUAL IN-KIND SERVICES AGREEMENT – ULSTER COUNTY 

     Supervisor Croce explained that the Town’s in Ulster County have been working, for quite a while, on 

an agreement to share in-kind services with the County.  He stated that no one liked the original 

agreement and they have been working to get a new draft that everyone can agree on. He stated that 

this new agreement was sent to our Town Attorney and he had a few comments, but it is basically 

something we can agree on and our insurance company doesn’t have a problem with it. 

     Mr. Wager commented that in the past, there was an accident when a piece of equipment was 

loaned to another Town and the person running the equipment was not an experienced operator on 

that equipment.  So now, when a piece of machinery or a vehicle is loaned to another municipality we 

also send someone to work/drive the machinery and one extra helper. The same is if we borrow a 

machine or vehicle; the Town we borrow from also sends an operator and one extra person. 

     Supervisor Croce reminded everyone that this particular inter-municipal agreement was with the 

County; we have other agreements with area Towns. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to have the Highway Superintendent, Mr. Robert Wager, sign the 

Inter-Municipal Mutual In-Kind Services Agreement. 

Councilman DePew seconded.              On the vote: all ayes. 
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     Mr. Wager stated that he wanted to let everyone know that Linda Byrnes, his secretary and he went 

to see Senator Larkin to see if they could get funding, through a reimbursement grant, to help defray the 

costs of work that needed to be done on Huckleberry Turnpike and they were successful.  Senator Larkin 

is securing a $225,000.00 reimbursement grant to help the Town afford the upgrades. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that Senator Larkin has always been great with helping our Town.  He has 

done a lot for us and we will miss him. 

 

SECTION 4 – LANDFILL WELL TESTING 

     Supervisor Croce stated that the Town is required to do well testing every year at the Landfill, but it 

had not been done on a regular basis for several years.  He stated that when he became Supervisor, he 

picked it back up again as the DEC was sending requests for the reports.  He stated that we have used 

the engineering company, Barton & Lodguidice, for the past year’s testing and reports and we have 

locked in our pricing for a 3-year term.  He stated that he wanted everyone to know that they have 

contacted him to begin this year’s round of tests. 

     Supervisor Croce explained that he wanted to approach the DEC to see if we could get our annual 

testing requirements changed to every other year or every two years, but they feel that we should wait 

a little while longer, until there is enough yearly data, to make a case for making a change.      

     Supervisor Croce stated that he has notified the area residents that the company will be coming 

around to do the testing in the next week or so.  

 

SECTION 5 – ASSESSOR 

     Supervisor Croce stated that the Town Board had met with an applicant for the position of Sole 

Assessor and they have decided to appoint this person.  She will not be starting regular office hours until 

August 1st , but she will be coming in whenever possible when Mr. Sabia is here to get an understanding 

of how the office is set up. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to appoint Charleigh LaFronz-Emberger to the position of Sole 

Appointed Assessor for a term that expires Sept. 30, 2019. 

Councilman Farrelly seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 6 – NYMIR SAMPLE DOCUMENT 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he had received a sample document that could be used for people 

wanting to use one of the Town’s fields.  He stated that the Town Board just adopted one of these 

forms, but he wanted to make sure that there wasn’t something that we would want to change as this 

sample document has different wording. 

     The Town Board all agreed that they wanted to stay with what the Town Board adopted at the last 

meeting and not make any changes at this time. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he had one more question about the new form. He stated that he just 

wanted to make sure he understood the procedure.  If anyone askes a Town Official to use one of the 

fields, they would give the person the application form to fill out and submit and then the Town Board 

would discuss the use at the next Town Board Meeting. 
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     Councilman DePew stated yes, just fill out the form and get it to the Town Board to discuss at a 

meeting.  The person would not have to be present at the meeting, but the Town Board can discuss it 

and then we can get back to that person. 

      The Town Clerk stated that she would put some forms in her office and ask the Publicist to put it in 

the document section of the website. 

      The Town Board felt that this was a good idea. 

 

SECTION 7 – TRANSFERS 

1)*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to adopt the following Resolution #11: 

 

RESOLUTION 2018 #11 

Amendment and Transfer For 

Highway Fund Budget 

 

     The following resolution was introduced on a motion made by Supervisor Croce and seconded by 

Councilman Putnam: 

          WHEREAS, the Highway Superintendent has requested the transfer of funds necessary 

for highway paving projects as per the 284 Agreement for 2018, and 

          WHEREAS, the cost of this work will increase the budget appropriations for 2018,  

          NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill, Ulster  

County, to amend the 2018 Highway Fund Budget Line Item #DA5110.400 General Repairs 

Contractual by an increase of $100,000.00, and  

          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funding shall be supported by a transfer, from the Highway 

Unappropriated fund Balance, of $100,000.00. 

On the vote:                                       YES               NO               ABSTAINED               ABSENT 

Supervisor Croce                               X 

Councilman Putnam                         X 

Councilman Farrelly                          X 

Councilman Matthews                     X 

Councilman DePew                           X 

 

2)*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to transfer $100,000.00 from the Highway Unassigned  

Fund Balance #DA0917 to the Highway Fund Budget Line #DA5110.4 General Repairs Contractual as this 

funding is necessary for highway paving projects as per the 284 Agreement for 2018.  (A copy of this 

complete transfer is attached to these minutes.) 

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 8 - REPORTS: 

     Supervisor Croce stated that the meeting was running late and there was no one from the public still 

present at the meeting, so he would like to suggest forgoing the reading of the monthly reports.  All 

monthly reports are available from the Town Clerk’s Office if anyone is interested in reading them. 
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     The Town Board agreed not to read the monthly reports this evening. 

 

SECTION 9 – EXECUTIVE SESSION 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss Library Negotiations and PBA 

Negotiations at 8:24 PM. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to close Executive Session and re-open the Regular Town Board 

Meeting at 9:27 PM. 

Councilman Matthews seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 10 – VOUCHERS 

*    Councilman DePew made a motion to pay the Voucher Detail Report dated 6/20/2018, which 

includes: the General Fund amount of $ 21,421.71, the Highway Fund amount of $13,572.41, the SA-

Clintondale Lighting District amount of $663.14, the SB-Modena Lighting District amount of $1,209.30 

and the Trust & Agency amount of $1,985.50 for a total amount 

 of $38,852.06 recognizing that the Audit Committee has reviewed the claims and found them  

acceptable for payment.  

Councilman Matthews seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 11 – ADJOURNMENT 

*   Supervisor Croce made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 PM. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

 

 

       

 


