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TOWN OF PLATTEKILL 

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 

February 7, 2018 

Time: 7:00 PM 

 

SALUTE TO FLAG 

     Supervisor Croce opened the meeting with a salute to the American Flag. 

 

ROLL CALL 

     The following Town Board Members were present: 

   Supervisor Croce 

   Councilman Putnam 

   Councilman Farrelly 

   Councilman Matthews 

   Councilman DePew 

 

MINUTES 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes from the January 3rd, 

2018 Re-Organization Meeting and the January 17th, 2018 Regular Town Board Meeting. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to accept the minutes from the January 3rd, 2018 Re-Organization  

Meeting. 

Councilman Farrelly seconded. 

On the vote: Supervisor Croce                       Yes 

                        Councilman Putnam                 Abstained (absent) 

                        Councilman Farrelly                  Yes 

                        Councilman Matthews             Yes 

                        Councilman DePew                   Yes 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to accept the minutes from the January 17th, 2018 Regular Town 

Board Meeting. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

ADDITIONS: 

     Supervisor Croce stated that Mrs. Brooks was scheduled to speak with the Town Board at a previous 

meeting but was not able to make it on that occasion.  So she is here tonight to speak about maintenance 

agreements for private roads as she is working on a private road subdivision. 

     Mrs. Brooks stated that she knew the Town Board had some issues with creating private roads in 

Town.  Everyone on the road agrees to the maintenance agreement, but then there are those who do not 
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follow through and support the agreement.  This means the other residents end up coming to a Town 

Board Meeting to see what the Town can do for them, which is not much since it is not a Town Road.   

     Supervisor Croce stated that there are specifications in our codes on how private roads must be built.  

The only thing the private road does not need is the final top coat.  Our Highway Superintendent is in 

charge of inspecting the private road to make sure it is up to standards.     

     Supervisor Croce asked if the Highway Superintendent had any issues with this new private road. 

     Mrs. Brooks stated yes, there were some issues, however they have been addressed while the project 

was in front of the Planning Board. 

     Councilman DePew stated that he had a question about the maintenance agreement.  If there are any 

problems, they would have to be dealt with as a civil matter, correct?   

     Mrs. Brooks stated yes, once the Town Board accepts the maintenance agreement, then it is up to 

the residents on the private road to follow it as agreed upon and any problems would have to be dealt 

with civilly. 

     Supervisor Croce stated then his question is why does the Town Board sign off on it if we do not have 

anything to do with enforcing it? 

     Mrs. Brooks stated that she has been reviewing that question for quite some time and she feels that 

it is for the “protection of the residents” that the Town Board reviews it.  This way no one can sue the 

Town because due diligence was not done to protect the new development.  The Town Board makes 

sure that the maintenance agreement covers all the situations that could arise with taking care of a road 

and then the residents on the road sign on to the agreement to make it happen.  She stated that she felt 

it was part of the Town Code so that the Town Board makes sure that it is a comprehensive document to 

assure that private roads are continually maintained and kept in good condition for service or 

emergency services.   

     Councilman DePew asked if this road, in this new development, could ever become a Town Road?   

     Mrs. Brooks stated no.  This road will forever stay private and if someone wants to put in a 2-family, 

they are not allowed to do that either.  

     Mrs. Brooks went on to say that this maintenance agreement/document is supposed to insure that all 

the residents on a private road are responsible for its up-keep, that it should identify the threshold for 

plowing, sanding and other maintenance such as pot-holes and drainage and it is up to the resident-

members of the agreement to decide on a schedule of when and what is inspected.  She read Section 

A118-18 of the Town Code so the Town Board was aware of what they should include in the 

maintenance agreement. 

     Supervisor Croce gave an example of a situation he had encountered in the past where a resident of a 

private road had covered in a culvert/ditch that was in front of his home.  This effected everyone as it 

stopped the flow of the drainage that had originally been set up during the site plan. 

     Councilman Matthews suggested that the Town Board should put wording in the maintenance 

agreement that residents could not change the existing drainage. 

     Mrs. Brooks suggested that the Town Board should meet with the Highway Superintendent to discuss 

the schedule for inspections that should be included in the maintenance agreement. 

     The Town Board had a discussion on whether the Town should have some wording to allow them to 

go in and help with a situation if something should happen.  Technically the Town would not be allowed 

to go on private property, which is what this road is. 
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     Mrs. Brooks stated that she thought there should be some wording and suggested something like the 

Town “has the right, but not the responsibility” to do something. 

     Councilman Matthews stated that he remembered a project that was before the Planning Board, 

when he was a member of that Board, that had a retaining pond.  The wording was put in that the Town 

had the “right” to get to it, but it was not an easement. 

      There was more discussion on the maintenance agreement for the subdivision that had recently 

received approval from the Planning Board, that Mrs. Brooks was working on.  Part of her being present 

at this meeting was because she was trying to work on this subdivision’s maintenance agreement, which 

was one of the last items that needed to be completed for the final approval. 

     The Town Clerk, realizing that the Town Board ‘s discussion kept coming back to discussing only the 

maintenance agreement for the recently approved subdivision, stated that she felt the Town Board was 

not really understanding what Mrs. Brooks was trying to say.  She stated that her understanding of what 

she was saying this evening was that the Town Board’s role in the maintenance agreement process was 

to make the “template” to be used by anyone needing a maintenance agreement and that maybe the 

Town Board should look at the current “template” to make adjustments to it to perhaps alleviate some 

of the problems that have occurred using the “old template”.    

     Mrs. Brooks stated yes, this project has just brought this situation to the forefront.  Her interpretation 

of the Town Code is that the Town Board is responsible for making this template and it should include all 

issues that could be associated with any private road situation.  She was suggesting that the Town Board 

review what is currently in their usual maintenance agreement and make updates to it as issues have 

come up over the past years that could or should have been addressed in a maintenance agreement.    

Then when a subdivision comes in, they can use the template to address issues specific to that 

subdivision. 

     Mrs. Brooks stated that she is aware of situations in the Town of Plattekill where there have been 

issues with some private roads, but if they are set up properly they could be a benefit to the 

municipality because the Town will not be servicing these 6 lots.  This situation takes the burden of care 

off the municipality. 

     Mrs. Brooks stated that since she does have to draft a maintenance agreement for this new 

subdivision, she wanted to get the Town Board’s permission to meet with the Highway Superintendent 

and his engineer to get this process started.     

     Supervisor Croce stated yes, he would just like to be kept up-dated on what is happening. 

     Mrs. Brooks stated that since there are Town Codes on Private Roads, the Highway Superintendent 

has to inspect it to make sure everything is done properly. 

     The Town Board thanked Mrs. Brooks for coming in this evening. 

 

PUBLIC INPUT 

     Mrs. Pearl Morse wanted to let the Town Board know that she has mailed letters to all who 

participated in the Memorial Day Parade, in the past, to encourage them to be a part of the Parade this 

year.  She stated that she has also contracted with an 11 piece band that will cost $950.00.   

     Supervisor Croce stated that the Town Board has budgeted for this expense. 

     Mrs. Morse stated that the Veteran’s Committee had agreed to purchase a sign for the Veteran’s 

Memorial Park and they have decided to get a plaque that says “Gold Star Families”.  She showed the 
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Town Board a rough-draft design of what the plaque/sign would look like and stated that Mr. Wager 

would be figuring out the size and obtaining costs to get this done. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he would like to see the sign be perpendicular to the road, which means 

it would be double sided. 

     The Town Board all stated that they were in agreement with what they were doing. 

     Mrs. Morse stated that Mrs. Loraine Morano, the Veteran’s Committee member who is in charge of 

the Community Foundation Account, will sign off on the payment for the sign/plaque as we are trying to 

close out that account due to new fees that will quickly use up the funds in there.  Any extra funds in the 

account will be brought back to the Town before we lose it due to these new fees and charges. 

 

     Mr. Willie Castillo, the Chairperson of the Zoning Board of Appeals, stated that he wanted to ask a 

question that had come up during a recent ZBA Meeting.  Members of the ZBA wanted to know if 

training hours, done in one year, could be rolled over to the next year?  He stated that some members 

do more than the 4-hours mandated in one year and wanted to use those extra hours the following 

year. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that at the Re-Organization Meeting each year, we adopt a resolution that 

says the members are required to do 4 hours of training “per member, per year”.  His immediate 

reaction would be to say members have to do 4 hours per year.  He stated that he is grateful for the 

people that have volunteered to serve, but he did not feel that we should change the training time.  He 

stated that there used to be more hours and they were reduced to match the mandatory State training 

time. 

     Councilman DePew stated that things are changing constantly and he felt that 4 hours a year was not 

a lot.  And members can always do more if they choose. 

     Mr. Castillo thanked them for their response and continued saying that he would like to send the 

ZBA’s new clerk to New York City for training with the Association of Towns. 

     The Town Board agreed that she should attend training that would pertain to her position.  There 

could also be another Association of Towns school that might be more specific to her position at another 

time during the year.  They suggested that he look into other schools too and maybe split the training 

costs with the Planning Board as she is also the Clerk for the Planning Board. 

     Councilman Matthews stated that there are many on line training webinars too.   

     Mr. Castillo stated that he felt it would be better to attend a class with other clerks.  They talk 

amongst themselves and sometimes you can learn more that way. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he often learned more after a class when everyone is just sitting around 

talking about what they do in their own Towns.   

     Mr. Castillo stated that he would speak to the Planning Board Chairperson. 

 

     Mrs. Stephanie Doland, the Town’s Assistant Recreation Director, was present and asked if the Town 

Board wanted to discuss the late fee for Camp Registration? 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he re-read the budget review meeting minutes, when the Town Board 

discussed this issue, and he was against it then and is still against it. 

     Supervisor Croce explained that the discussion was to allow people to pay the entire camp 

registration, either in whole or in two half payments.  This he can agree with, but Ms. Doland will have 
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to keep a spread sheet to know who paid a half or a full payment and when the second half is paid.  

What he objects to is the additional $25.00 late fee on any portion of the registration fee that is not paid 

by June 1st.   He stated that we need to finalize who is attending camp by this date so that we know how 

many counselors, busses, supplies and equipment we will need.  

     Ms. Doland stated that she was willing to set up the spread sheet and maintain the records for 

payment of the registration fee and the late fee.  She stated that there are times when kids want to join 

Camp after a sibling is having fun and they are not.  She gave several examples of children joining, after 

camp had already started, in previous years. 

     Councilman DePew stated that he just did not want to do something that she did not want to do. He 

stated that he felt the Town Board should leave it up to her as she is the Camp Director. 

     Ms. Doland stated that she felt that people would pay ahead of time if they know that there is a late 

fee.  It will give them motivation to sign up earlier. 

     The Town Board agreed that if Ms. Doland wanted to do this, then they would stand behind her 

decision.  A $25.00 late fee will be added to the Summer Camp Registration Fee for any payments made 

after June first. 

 

SECTION 1 – TOWN HISTORIAN 

     Supervisor Croce stated that Ms. Libby Werlau, our Town Historian, was here this evening to talk 

about using her office space. 

     Ms. Werlau stated that most of the time she works at her house where there is a copy machine, 

printer and other office equipment.  She stated that she does not use her office space here at the Town 

Hall.  She stated that she wanted to offer her office space to allow for more room in the 

Building/Assessor Office. 

     Ms. Werlau explained that the Historical Society, of which she is also a member, has recently updated 

the old Grange building in the Plattekill hamlet area and this update includes a security system and a fire 

alarm system.  She stated that she would like to suggest that the Town Board allow her to catalogue all 

the items that are being stored in her office space and put them on display at the Grange building.  This 

way people would be able to see the items, where currently no one sees them in her office.  She stated 

that she would still suggest keeping some valuable items, such as the quilt and some older documents, 

in the Town Clerk’s Vault, which is where they are currently.     

     Councilman DePew asked if we do this, will we have access to the items? 

     Ms. Werlau stated yes, and she would suggest having some sort of contract, in writing, with whatever 

the Town Board feels would be appropriate.  She would take pictures of the items and catalogue all of 

them before moving them.  

     Councilman DePew asked about insurance? 

     Ms. Werlau stated that she did not really see much of a value to the items.  They are old and many 

were donated by residents of the Town.  They are historical to us, for our Town, but she did not feel 

there was major value in the items. 

     Councilman DePew stated that he was just wondering about having a replacement cost in case there 

was a situation like a fire or the roof caving in.  Just a replacement amount. 
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     Supervisor Croce stated that he would check with our insurance company.  We may already have this 

covered in our Town insurance.  We currently have bar-code stickers from our inventory system  that we 

could use. 

     The Town Board agreed to allow the Town Historian to make the decision on what should be loaned 

to the Grange site and she would make a list or inventory of all the items. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he just wanted to make sure that everyone realizes that these items are 

not being given away, we are just loaning them out. 

*    Councilman DePew made a motion to allow Ms. Libbie Werlau, our Town Historian, to move the 

contents of her office to the Grange site, after inventorying, taking pictures and listing all the items that 

will be out on loan. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 2 – JUSTICE AUDIT RESOLUTION  

     Supervisor Croce explained that at the last Town Board Meeting, he and Councilman Farrelly had 

volunteered to do a mandatory records review of the 2017 Town Justice Dept. dockets.  He stated that 

this has been done and the Town Board must adopt a resolution saying so that gets forwarded to the 

State Uniform Justice Court Service. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to adopt the following Resolution#3 of 2018: 

TOWN OF PLATTEKILL 

RESOLUTION #3 OF 2018 

EXAMINATION OF JUSTICE COURT RECORDS - YEAR 2017 

  

        WHEREAS, the Uniform Justice Court Act requires that Town Justices annually provide their court 

records and dockets to their respective Towns auditing board and that such records are examined or 

audited and that fact be entered into the minutes of the Town’s proceedings, and 

     WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill is the Town Auditing Board that would perform 

the examination or audit on the Town Justice Court records and dockets, and  

     WHEREAS, Plattekill Town Board Members, Councilman Farrelly and Supervisor Croce, did meet and 

review the Plattekill Justice Court records and dockets from 2017,  

     NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill acknowledges that 

the examination was completed on February 1, 2018. 

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On The Vote:                                                Yes               No               Abstained               Absent 

Supervisor Croce                                           X                    

Councilman Putnam                                     X                                                                            

Councilman Farrelly                                      X                                                                            

Councilman Matthews                                 X 

Councilman DePew                                       X 
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SECTION 3 – AGREEMENT LETTER FROM RBT (TOWN ACCOUNTANTS) 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he has received the yearly Agreement Letter from the accountant 

company (RBT) that the Town uses from time to time and to help in drafting our Annual Financial 

Report.  He stated that some of the fees would be staying the same as last year, but the hourly fee for 

Denise, who we do use for drafting the Annual Report, will be going up $5.00 per hour.   

     Supervisor Croce stated that our bookkeeper tries to keep all the paperwork up to date to limit the 

time we have to use an accountant and a lot of questions are answered in e-mails or over the phone. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he was looking for the Town Board’s approval to sign the new 

agreement. 

*    Councilman Putnam made a motion to authorize the Supervisor to sign the Agreement Letter/Letter 

of Intent to use RBT as our Accountant for the Town at the quoted costs per hour. 

Councilman Matthews seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 4 – NEW COMPUTER FOR THE RECREATION DEPT. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he just wanted to let everyone know that his office is looking into 

purchasing a new computer for the Recreation Dept.  He contacted our Tech representatives and they 

have suggested that we stay with a Dell machine as most of our computers are Dell.  He stated that he 

was also told the Dell Computers will be going on sale next month, so he is waiting until then to check 

for prices.  He stated that they are looking to get Windows 10 and Office so that Ms. Doland will have 

the programs she needs to keep track of payments and campers. 

 

SECTION 5 – WALDEN PLAYBOY CLUB SCHEDULE 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he had received the Walden Playboy Club Race Track schedule for this 

coming season.  He stated that this facility has always tried to be a good neighbor and we have not 

received any complaints.  The schedule has 13 events scheduled, between practices and races, and they 

are asking to reserve the privilege to request a 14th event with a minimum 2 week notice. 

*    Councilman DePew made a motion to approve the 2018 Schedule of Dates for events at the Walden 

Playboy Club Race Track as received and discussed this evening. 

Councilman Matthews seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 6 – EXECUTIVE SESSION 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss Library negotiations at 

8:17 PM. 

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to close Executive Session and to Re-open the Regular Town Board 

Meeting at 8:54 PM. 

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 
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SECTION 7 – ASSESSOR POSITION – APPLICATIONS 

     Supervisor Croce stated that the vacant Assessor position has been advertised in the local newspaper 

and on the Town website as well as a State website, but we do not have any applications as yet.  He 

asked the Town Board if they had any ideas to get the word out that we have this open position? 

     The Town Board discussed putting an ad in the Times Herald Record, the Daily Freeman and the 

Poughkeepsie Journal. 

     The Town Clerk stated that she could put an ad in the Times Herald Record, but if things are the same 

as they were last time, the other newspapers have programs that you have to join and they are very 

expensive. 

     The Town Board agreed that they wanted her to check with the newspapers and to try to put the ads 

in the newspapers. 

     Councilman DePew asked the Supervisor if he had notified the people who put in applications the last 

time we needed an Assessor?  There were other applicants besides Mr. Sabia. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he would notify them to see if anyone wanted to be included as an 

applicant at this time. 

     There was also mention of getting the ad put in one of the on-line job websites.  It was suggested to 

try “Indeed.com and the NYS Office of Mobility”. 

*    Councilman Putnam made a motion to have the Town Clerk advertise in the Times Herald Record, 

Poughkeepsie Journal and the Daily Freeman. 

Councilman Matthews seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 8 – VOUCHERS 

*    Councilman DePew made a motion to pay the Voucher Detail Report dated 2/7/2018, which 

includes:  the General Fund amount of $ 1,587,701.46, the Highway Fund amount of $45,185.48, the 

Clintondale Light District amount of $730.84, the Modena Light District amount of $1,364.01 and the 

Trust & Agency amount of $2,464.70 for a total amount of $1,637,446.49 recognizing that the Audit 

Committee has reviewed the claims and found them acceptable for payment.  

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 9 – ADJOURNMENT 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:58 PM. 

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

      

   

         


