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TOWN OF PLATTEKILL 

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 

December 6, 2017 

Time: 7:00 PM 

 

SALUTE TO FLAG 

     Supervisor Croce opened the meeting with a salute to the American Flag. 

 

ROLL CALL 

     The following Town Board Members were present: 

   Supervisor Croce 

   Councilman Putnam 

   Councilman Farrelly 

   Councilwoman Delgado 

   Councilman DePew 

 

ADDITIONS 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he had a few transfers to add on at the end of the agenda and he 

wanted to also discuss setting a time for the swearing in ceremony for newly elected officials. 

 

PRESENTATION: 

     At this time, Supervisor Croce stated that he would like to take a moment to recognize an employee, 

named Irving Ellis, who is retiring after 30 years of service to the Town of Plattekill Highway Dept. and 

this community. He stated that this was one of the more enjoyable parts of his position of Supervisor as 

he gets to congratulate an employee for a job extremely well done and he will be missed. 

     Supervisor Croce asked Mr. Ellis to join him at the front of the room where he read a plaque from the 

Town Board and pictures were taken. 

     The Highway Superintendent, Mr. Robert Wager, also came forward and awarded and read a plaque 

to Mr. Ellis for his dedication to the Town Highway Department.  There were many other employees of 

the Highway Dept. present to congratulate him and more pictures were taken with all the Highway 

employees. 

     Councilman DePew stated that he wanted to take advantage of everyone from the Highway Dept. 

being present and he wanted to commend them all for the work that they do for the Town and the 

residents of our community.   

     The other Town Board members agreed with Councilman DePew stating they do a fantastic job of 

keeping our streets clean and maintained.  We can always count on them. 

 

MINUTES 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes from the November 1st 

and November 15th Regular Town Board Meetings and the November 8th 2018 Budget Public Hearing-

Special Town Board Meeting.  
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Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

 On the vote: all ayes. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to accept the minutes from the November 1st, 2017 Regular Town 

Board Meeting. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to accept the minutes from the November 8th, 2018 Budget Public 

Hearing – Special Town Board Meeting. 

Councilman Depew seconded. 

On the vote: Supervisor Croce                  Yes 

      Councilman Putnam             Yes 

      Councilman Farrelly             Abstained (absent) 

      Councilwoman Delgado      Yes 

      Councilman DePew              Yes 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to accept the minutes from the November 15th, 2017 Regular Town 

Board Meeting. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: Supervisor Croce                  Yes 

      Councilman Putnam             Yes 

      Councilman Farrelly             Abstained (absent) 

      Councilwoman Delgado      Abstained (absent) 

      Councilman DePew              Yes 

 

PUBLIC INPUT 

     Mrs. Annette Laskowsky stated that she wanted to thank Councilwoman Delgado for her years of 

dedicated service to the Town of Plattekill.   

     Supervisor Croce stated yes, Councilwoman Delgado will be leaving the Town Board at the end of 

December and he would like to thank her too.  She has given many years, in different positions, to this 

community and we wish her well in the future. 

 

     Mr. Mark Reynolds, a local newspaper reporter, asked the Supervisor if there had been any new 

information on the Ag or Tourism issue?  He also asked if the Supervisor had done any more research on 

a new local law pertaining to this issue? 

     Supervisor Croce stated that Councilman DePew, the Building Inspector and he, met and tried to 

come up with some general questions to forward to the State Dept. representative. 

     Councilman DePew stated that he had contacted the Department of State, mostly the Building Codes 

division, and had spoken to a representative for our area.  He suggested that it would be a good idea for 

us to sit down and come up with some generic questions that we could forward to him to give him an 

idea of what information we were looking for.   

     Councilman DePew continued stating that they did meet and have come up with some generic 

questions and he will be forwarding these questions soon.  We will have to wait to see what answers we 

receive. 
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     Supervisor Croce stressed that they were asking generic questions and not specifically about any one 

situation.  He stated that there are several different situations in Plattekill. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he has not done much on a new local law as they are hoping that the 

State Dept. will be able to help.  If there are laws currently on the books that can help us then there 

would not be a need to adopt a new law.   

     Councilman DePew stated that the Town of Plattekill is not alone in these situations.  Many other 

Towns are having the same problems.  We all need food, so we all need farmers. The problem is trying 

to keep everyone working together and being good neighbors. 

      

     There were no further comments or questions from the public. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to close the Public Input section of the meeting at 7:13 PM. 

Councilman Farrelly seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 1 – VETERAN’S MEMORIAL GRANT RESOLUTION #18 

     Supervisor Croce explained that the Town Board has to adopt a resolution so that the Town Attorney 

can file it with the other paperwork needed to start requesting payments from the Grant that the Town 

was awarded for the construction of the Veteran’s Memorial Site.  

TOWN OF PLATTEKILL – RESOLUTION #18 

Resolution Authorizing Execution Of Agreement For 

Receipt Of Funds To Construct A Veteran’s Memorial 

*     Supervisor Croce made a motion to adopt the following Resolution: 

     WHEREAS, the State of New York has advised the Town of Plattekill that it has been selected to 

receive a State and Municipal Facilities Program Grant in the amount of $150,000.00 to be utilized for 

the construction of a Veteran’s Memorial; and 

     WHEREAS, the State of New York has requested that the Town Supervisor execute a Grant 

Disbursement Agreement in order to secure said funding; and 

     WHEREAS, the Town Board of the town of Plattekill wishes to secure said monies and to proceed with 

this worthy project, 

     NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill hereby authorizes 

the Town Supervisor and such other Town officers as may be required to execute and deliver to the 

State of New York the Grant Disbursement Agreement and to take such other necessary steps in order 

to comply with the grant disbursement agreement in order to secure the $150,000.00 grant which has 

been approved and is to be utilized for the construction of a Veteran’s Memorial in the Town of 

Plattekill. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the Vote:                                            Yes                     No                    Abstain                    Absent 

Supervisor Joseph Croce                        X 

Councilman Lawrence Farrelly              X 

Councilman Michael Putnam                X 

Councilwoman Cynthia Delgado          X 

Councilman Dean DePew                      X 
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     Supervisor Croce stated that he would forward this resolution to Mr. Kellar, the Town Attorney, so 

that he can proceed with filing the paperwork for the Grant. 

 

SECTION 2 – CENSUS UPDATE 

     Councilwoman Delgado stated that she had attended a webinar on the Census Project to verify 

addresses for the actual Census process in 2020.  She stated that they stressed again that this 

information would not be FOIL-able and that all this information was strictly confidential.  She stated 

that computer access must be restricted and the project must be done within 120 days from when we 

receive the paperwork. 

     Councilwoman Delgado stated that if there are any addresses that are within a “rural route” delivery 

area, then these addresses would have to be given in longitude and latitude.  If a home is under 

construction and will be completed by 2020, then these living units will also have to be counted.  All 

apartments are counted as individual living units and prisons and group homes are also counted. 

     Councilwoman Delgado concluded by saying that this project was not about counting people; it was 

about verifying all the addresses where people live.  They have other people who will be going to every 

address to count how many people are living there.  She stated that the process did not look like it would 

be hard to do, just very detailed. 

     Councilwoman Delgado added that the Census was very important as it determines the State and 

Federal aid that is received by local governments and some organizations.   

     Supervisor Croce thanked her for getting this project started.  He stated that Councilman DePew can 

continue to work on it along with several town hall clerks, the Assessor and the Supervisor who have all 

been approved to help on the initial paperwork. 

   

SECTION 3 – DATE FOR SETTLEMENT MEETING 2017 

    The Town Board decided to hold the end of the year Settlement Meeting on December 28, 2017 at 

4:00 PM, at the Town Hall. 

 

SECTION 4 – DATE FOR REORGANIZATION MEETING 2018 

     The Town Board decided to hold the 2018 Re-Organization Meeting on January 3, 2018 at 7:00 PM. 

 

SECTION 5 – CODE BOOK UPDATE – GENERAL CODE PUBLISHERS 

     The Town Clerk explained that she has received an estimate to add three new Town Laws to our 

website Town Code and printed pages for our department Code Books.  These three laws are Local Law 

#1 of 2014 which added one sentence to clarify income for exemptions, Local Law #1 of 2017 which 

changed a boundary line on Bedell Ave. and Local Law #3 of 2017 which set regulations for Solar 

Facilities.   She stated that there were several other Local Laws adopted over the past three years; 

however they were for overriding the 2% cap and for moratoriums.  These types of laws do not have to 

be added to the Code as they do not affect the Town Code.  

     Supervisor Croce stated that the estimate to add these three local laws is between $1,500 and 

$1,900.00 plus shipping and handling.  He stated that this amount seems rather high; however the 

General Code Company is the one who hosts our Town Code on line and makes the hardcopy Code 
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Books.  We do not have a choice of going to another company.  There should be enough money to cover 

this cost in Print & Mail (A1670), which is the budget line that usually pays for these types of updates.  

     The Town Board agreed that these Local Laws should be added to keep the Town Code up to date. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he would sign the authorization form and order the update to be done. 

  

SECTION 6 – FRANCHISE FEE AUDIT 

     Supervisor Croce explained that he had received a letter from a company that does audits on 

Franchise Agreements to find discrepancies in Franchise Agreement payments.  There are no up-front 

fees or expenses and they only get paid if they find a discrepancy.  He stated that he called the company 

to see how much they would get if they found some “lost revenue” and they stated that they receive 

45%.  He stated that he thought this was a lot, but we don’t pay them anything to look for a discrepancy 

and if they find one, we will get 55%.  Maybe this is something we should look into doing. 

     Councilman DePew read a section of the letter that stated that if they do find some discrepancy, then 

it will be corrected and we could earn more revenue in future years.  So this does sound like something 

we should look into doing. 

     Councilwoman Delgado asked if other Towns that used this company had been contacted? 

     Supervisor Croce stated yes, he contacted Millbrook and Beacon, NY and they did find money for 

them.  They were happy with their service.    

*    Councilman DePew made a motion to go with Municipal Audit Services, LLC to check for under 

payments on Franchise Agreement fees. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 7 – BUDGET ADJUSTMENT – RECEIVED INSURANCE MONEY – RESOLUTION #19 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he had a resolution to make a budget adjustment on the 2017 Budget to 

account for money received from insurance recoveries during the past year. 

RESOLUTION 2017 - #19 

2017 BUDGET AMENDMENT 

*    The following resolution was introduced on a motion by Supervisor Croce:  

      WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill has approved to increase revenue line A2680 

Insurance Recoveries and to increase expense line A1990.400 Contingent Account, and 

      WHEREAS, this is necessary to show revenue and expenses for repairs to Police vehicles,       

      NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill, Ulster County, to 

amend the year 2017 General Fund Budget by increasing revenue line item A2680 Insurance Recoveries 

and by increasing expense line item A1990.400 Contingent Account in the amount of $10,485.68, and 

      BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funding shall be supported by receipt of $10,485.68 in checks from 

insurance companies. 

Seconded by Councilman DePew. 

On the vote:                                      Yes            No            Abstain            Absent 

Supervisor Croce                               X 

Councilman Putnam                         X 

Councilman Farrelly                         X 
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Councilwoman Delgado                  X 

Councilman DePew                          X 

 

SECTION 8 - TRANSFERS  

1)*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to transfer, from the General Fund Budget Lines, $565.00 from 

A9015.8 Fire & Police Retirement, $2,543.79 from A9040.8 Workers Compensation and $3,500.00 from 

A9050.8 Unemployment Insurance, totaling $6,608.79 to General Fund Budget Line A9060.8 Hospital & 

Medical Insurance to cover the cost of additional expenses for State Retirement in 2017.  (A copy of this 

transfer is attached to these minutes.)   

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

2)*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to transfer, from General Fund Budget Line A9015.8 Fire and 

Police #3,403.00 to General Fund Budget Line A9010.8 State Retirement to cover the cost of additional 

expenses for State Retirement in 2017. (A copy of this transfer is attached to these minutes.) 

Councilman Farrelly seconded.      

On the vote: all ayes. 

3)*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to transfer, from the Highway Fund Budget Line DA9060.8 

Hospital & Medical Insurance, $3,342.00 to Highway Fund Budget Line DA9010.9 State Retirement to 

cover the cost of additional expenses for State Retirement in 2017. (A copy of this transfer is attached to 

these minutes.) 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 9 – VOUCHERS 

*    Councilman DePew made a motion to pay the Voucher Detail Report dated 12/6/2017, which 

includes: the General Fund amount of $ 47,590.30, the Highway Fund amount of $19,122.67, the SD – 

Drainage District amount of $1,024.50, and the Trust & Agency amount of $2,226.50 for a total amount 

of $69,963.97 recognizing that the Audit Committee has reviewed the claims and found them 

acceptable for payment.  

Councilwoman Delgado seconded.  

On the vote: all ayes.  

 

SECTION 9 - ADJOURNMENT  

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:43 PM. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

 

 


