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TOWN OF PLATTEKILL 

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 

November 1, 2017 

Time: 7:00 PM 

 

SALUTE TO FLAG 

     Supervisor Croce opened the meeting with a salute to the American Flag. 

 

ROLL CALL 

     The following Town Board Members were present:  

    Supervisor Croce 

   Councilman Putnam 

   Councilman Farrelly 

   Councilwoman Delgado 

   Councilman DePew 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss Police Personnel. 

Councilman Farrelly seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to close Executive Session and re-open the regular Town Board 

Meeting at 7:16 PM. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

MINUTES 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes from the October 18th 

Regular Town Board Meeting and the October 11th, 12th and 19th, Special Budget Town Board Meetings.  

Councilwoman Delgado seconded.  

On the vote: all ayes. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to accept the minutes from the October 18th, 2017 Regular Town 

Board Meeting.  

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the Vote: Supervisor Croce                  Abstained (absent) 

                        Councilman Putnam            Yes 

                        Councilman Farrelly             Yes 

                        Councilwoman Delgado      Yes 

                        Councilman DePew              Yes 

*    Supervisor Croce make a motion to accept the minutes from the October 11th, 2017 Special Budget 

Town Board Meeting. 

Councilman Putnam seconded.      
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On the Vote: Supervisor Croce                 Yes 

                        Councilman Putnam           Yes 

                        Councilman Farrelly            Abstained (absent) 

                        Councilwoman Delgado     Yes 

                        Councilman DePew             Yes 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to accept the minutes from the October 12th, 2017 Special Budget 

Town Board Meeting. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded.  

On the Vote: all ayes. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to accept the minutes from the October 19th, 2017 Special Budget 

Town Board Meeting. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded.  

On the Vote: Supervisor Croce                Yes 

                        Councilman Putnam          Yes 

                        Councilman Farrelly           Abstained (absent) 

                        Councilwoman Delgado    Yes 

                        Councilman DePew            Yes 

 

ADDITIONS 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he had two additions: 

1.Thruway Bridge Closure: 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he has been hearing a lot of rumors going around about the construction 

of the replacement bridge over the Thruway on Rt. 32.  He stated that he stopped and spoke to the Vice-

President of the company doing the project and he stated that they are not behind.  He stated that they 

are on schedule as of yesterday and are looking to be done on time. 

 

2.Highway Memo – Disposal Of Police Car: 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he had received a memo from the Highway Superintendent and he read 

it for everyone to hear.  The memo stated that the Highway Superintendent wanted to take an old 

police car to the salvage yard as they had removed and used all the useful parts that could be used to fix 

other police vehicles in the fleet.  

     Supervisor Croce stated that the Highway Dept. was looking to get rid of this vehicle as they had 

taken all the useable parts off of it and they were trying to clean up the area before it snows. 

*    Councilman Putnam made a motion to authorize the Highway Dept. to get rid of what was left of the 

vehicle. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

PUBLIC INPUT 

     Mrs. Pearl Morse stated that the Town’s Veteran’s Memorial Program for Veteran’s Day, Nov. 11, 

2017, has been finalized and will start at 2:00 PM.  There will be light refreshments after the ceremony. 
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     Mrs. Morse stated that she was also contacted about a luncheon for Veterans and their families that 

is being held at St. Charles Borromeo Church in Gardiner, on Nov. 13th.  She stated that all Veterans are 

invited to attend, not just those in the Town of Gardiner.      

     Supervisor Croce asked that Mrs. Morse get a copy of the flyer to him with the details for this 

luncheon.  He stated that the Town Board is very cautious about what goes on our website, but with the 

Town Board’s permission, he would like to have the Publicist put these Veteran’s events on the front 

page. 

     The Town Board unanimously agreed that these Veteran’s Events should be on the website. 

     Mrs. Morse stated that there is also a dinner on Nov. 11th at the Elks Lodge on Rt. 32 in New Paltz.  It 

is also free and all Veterans are invited to attend. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he would have the Publicist put these events on the website for 

everyone to see. 

 

     Mr. Mark Reynolds, a news reporter from the Southern Ulster Times, asked if a vote was taken while 

the Town Board was in Executive Session? 

     Supervisor Croce stated no, a vote was not taken.  He stated that the Town Board met with the Chief 

of Police, Joe Ryan, to discuss hiring a new police officer.  

     Mr. Reynolds asked if a new person was hired, did the Town Board make a decision in Executive 

Session? 

     Supervisor Croce explained that the Town Board did approve that this person be hired, on the 

recommendation of the Chief of Police, but they would not be releasing his name as he may be involved 

in some undercover situations.  We do not want to compromise his safety. 

 

     Mr. Doubrava stated that he understood the Supervisor attended an Ag & Markets seminar that was 

the same night as the last meeting.  Did anyone say anything new? 

     Supervisor Croce stated yes, he did attend a seminar with some of the Planning Board members and 

Dr. Sommers was there from Ag & Markets.  He stated that, to some degree, they never seem to say 

what you should or should not do; they just say what they can do.  He stated that they are now 

suggesting that Town’s look into doing an “Expedited Site Plan Review”.  He stated that they had handed 

out several pages and one of them said “All farms must comply with Local Law, however, if they are 

located in an Ag District, the farm actives may be protected under Ag & Markets Law”.  So there are a lot 

of grey areas.   

     Supervisor Croce continued reading another portion of the hand-out that stated “The local 

government must take into consideration Ag & Markets guidance and letters.  The municipality may 

regulate through Expedited Site Plan Review, if it is in an Ag District, considering cost and time for the 

farmer”.  He continued reading that the municipality “should know the activities outside the scope of 

the Ag & Markets law” and under the next section entitled “Matters Related To Public Health And 

Safety”, “the hours of operation, traffic, noise, number of events, number of guests, ingress, egress, 

parking, sanitary facilities, permits (i.e. Health department), sale of food, building construction, 

amusements such as cow trains, jumpy-jumps, slides and lookouts”.  So he is taking this as an indication 

that Ag & Markets is agreeing with the municipality that we have some authority to regulate all these 

things.  He stated that he has been looking into the Town adopting regulations for an Expedited Site Plan 
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Review and should have more research done on this in the early part of next year.  The Town Board took 

time to review the recently adopted Solar Law regulations and the past several months the 2018 Budget.  

He stated that he did not want it to seem that he was making excuses, but he is trying to get more 

research done on the Expedited Site Plan Review so the Town Board can begin the process to act on it.         

     Supervisor Croce stated that he knew Councilman DePew had been working on the specific situation 

with Liberty View Farm and he may have information for him this evening. 

     Councilman DePew stated that he actually already spoke with Mr. Doubrava before the meeting and 

will be getting some paperwork to him. 

     Mr. Doubrava stated that up until now, he was under the impression that they had received Planning 

Board - Site Plan Approval for events at the farm, but he now realizes that they did not get that 

approval.  The only approval was for the Bed & Breakfast.   

     Supervisor Croce stated that he is a little confused on this too, because they did come in and there 

was a site plan done where it gives a number of events, the time of the events, the hours of operation 

and using busses to bring in the guests.  He stated that he will have to look into this.  He stated that the 

maps he saw, with these items written on it, were signed. 

     Mr. Doubrava stated that they have just put up the biggest tent he has seen so far and it is after 

October.   He stated that the music at the last event didn’t stop until after 10:00 PM and then they built 

a bone fire with yelling and noise lasting past 12:30 AM.  He stated that there has not been any farming 

on the property in several years, so how could he be considered a farmer? 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he had checked and Mr. Von Rostenberg has put in a form verifying that 

he farmed and was paid for his product. 

     Mr. Doubrava stated that his trees are all bare, there are no crops being grown and the whole 

situation is intolerable.  He asked if any of the paperwork that Mr. Van Roestenberg submits to the 

Town can be verified somehow.  You just have to come and look at his trees to see that there is no fruit 

on them.  Everything is grown up with weeds and you cannot even walk through his orchard. 

     Mr. Doubrava stated that when people come to pick apples he just gives them bags and sends them 

out into the orchard.  The people come onto his property and pick as there are no apples on Mr. Van 

Roestenberg’s trees.  The people don’t know that it is not Liberty View Farm property. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he should call the police or take a video.  He stated that he did not think 

that anyone wants to put him out of business; however Mr. Van Roestenberg needs to enforce the rules. 

     Mr. Doubrava stated that he did not want to be a nuisance to the Police, but he is making a mockery 

of the Town and Ag. & Markets.  He stated that he would not be operating in November and he 

obviously is. 

     There was some discussion that Mr. Van Roestenberg is leasing the property from someone he used 

to be in business with.  That person had taken him to court over the use of the land, but now we are 

being told that the Court Case was dropped and Mr. Van Roestenberg is still there. 

     Supervisor Croce asked about the Farming Association that Mr. Doubrava was a member of.  Could 

this Association make a claim against the “Liberty View Farm” as a true farm with Ag & Markets?  The 

Supervisor thought that maybe if a farming association was to question his operation, maybe Ag. & 

Markets would take a second look at the situation. 

     Mr. Doubrava was not sure the association he belonged to would be willing to get involved. 
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     Councilman DePew stated that the Town has been trying to get something done through Ag. & 

Markets and we don’t seem to be getting anywhere.  What if we were to tap into the State?  He stated 

that he would look into getting the person he knows from the State Dept. 

     Supervisor Croce stated yes, that would be a help. 

     There was more discussion about the noise from the events and calling the Police. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that the Chief did send out a memo to all the Officers that they should take 

the noise meter with them when responding and issue a ticket if there is a violation. 

     Mr. Doubrava stated that there was a lull in the noise and the events during the time they were in 

Court, but now that the case is over, it has started back up again in full force.  He stated that he also 

thought that the events were stopping in October, but a huge tent has gone up again for this weekend. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he would speak with the Building Inspector and the Police Chief. 

     Mr. Darryl Matthews, a Planning Board member who was in the audience, stated that for Code 

Compliance, he uses someone out of the State Dept. in Albany.  He stated that the Planning Board has 

used this person also.   

     Councilman DePew stated that he would contact them in Albany to see what help he can obtain. 

     Mr. Mark Reynolds asked if the Town Board was going to be re-visiting adopting code changes for 

these situations? 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he is looking into adopting an Expedited Site Plan Review, but he would 

want to see if there was some other way to handle this situation first.  He stated that he was very 

interested in hearing what this State Code Representative, that Councilman DePew is suggesting, says, 

before adopting any new codes. 

     Mr. Doubrava stated that if he was making an honest try at farming, things would be different and 

there would not be a problem.  But his trees are not bearing any fruit, the weeds are grown up all over 

and there is no farming being done. 

 

     There were no further comments or questions from the public. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to close the Public Input section of the meeting at 7:55 PM. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 1 – INTERVIEW DATES - TRANSFER STATION ATTENDANT  

     Supervisor Croce stated that he had at least four applications for Transfer Station Attendant and he 

would like to set up a night to interview for the position. 

     The Town Board decided to meet on Monday, November 6, 2017 starting at 7:00 PM to interview the 

applicants.   

     Supervisor Croce stated that he would have his clerk contact the applicants to schedule them on 

Monday evening. 

 

SECTION 2 – RESOLUTION TO SET THE PRELIMINARY BUDGET FOR 2018 

     Supervisor Croce stated that the Town Board has met with the Town Department heads and has 

reviewed and made changes to the 2018 Tentative Budget.  This Budget now gets adopted by the Town 

Board as the Preliminary Budget to go to Public Hearing on Nov. 8th, 2017 at 7:00 PM. 
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*     Supervisor Croce made a motion to adopt the following Resolution #16: 

TOWN OF PLATTEKILL 

2018 – PRELIMINARY BUDGET  

RESOLUTION #16 of 2017 

     WHEREAS, The Budget Officer, Supervisor Croce, received the 2018 Budget Requests from all Town 

Departments  and compiled the 2018 Tentative Budget, which was then presented to the Town Clerk on 

Sept. 30, 2017, and 

     WHEREAS, The Town Clerk presented the 2018 Tentative Budget to the Town Board Members at a 

regularly scheduled Town Board Meeting on October 4, 2017, and 

      WHEREAS, the Town Board met with all Town Departments to review and make adjustments to their 

2018 Budget Requests, and 

     WHEREAS, the 2018 Tentative Budget has now been re- drafted by the Budget Officer with changes 

and modifications, 

     NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill, Ulster County, New 

York hereby adopts the re-drafted document as the 2018 Preliminary Budget for the Town of Plattekill.        

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On the Vote:                                                       Yes                  No                  Abstained                 Absent 

Supervisor Croce                                                  X                                               

Councilman Putnam                                            X 

Councilman Farrelly                                            X 

Councilwoman Delgado                                     X 

Councilman DePew                                             X 

Adopted: November 1, 2017 

  

SECTION 3 – VETERAN’S DAY CELEBRATION 

     Supervisor Croce wanted to remind everyone that the Veteran’s Day Celebration will be held on 

Saturday, Nov. 11, 2017 at 2:00 PM, at the Veteran’s Memorial Site on Patura Road.  The Veteran’s 

Committee has prepared a Memorial Service with light refreshments afterwards.  Everyone is invited to 

attend.  Please spread the word! 

 

SECTION 4 – HIGHWAY MEMO – NEW MECHANIC HIRED 

     Supervisor Croce read a memo from the Highway Superintendent stating that they had just hired a 

new mechanic/MEO, as of 10/30/2017 for the Highway Dept.  His name is Ralph Ronk and he will be 

starting at $22.00 per hour.  He will be using the family plan for health benefits.       

       

SECTION 5 – HIGHWAY MEMO – EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT COMPLETED 

     Supervisor Croce read a second memo from the Highway Superintendent indicating that the Eagle 

Scout Project, by Justin Smith, at the Veteran’s Memorial site, has been completed.   

     Supervisor Croce stated that he did go up and see the new flower beds and it looks very nice.  He 

stated that he has already signed off on the paperwork and he would like to thank Justin for doing a 

great job.   
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     Councilman DePew asked how many Eagle Scout Projects had been done in the past few years?  He 

suggested that the Town should try to get these Scouts all together and congratulate them. 

     Supervisor Croce and the other members of the Town Board stated that this sounded like a good 

idea, but it would be very hard to get these Scouts all together as many are away at college and some 

are already living out of Town and getting on with their lives. 

     Supervisor Croce explained that he, and County Legislator Kevin Roberts, have already congratulated 

each Scout individually with a plaque at their individual Eagle Scout Ceremony.   

     Mrs. Morse stated that Justin had some money left over from his fundraising for this project and he 

has stated that he wants to also purchase a few bricks for the walkway and donate the rest of it to the 

Veteran’s Memorial Fund.  

      

SECTION 6 – VOUCHERS 

*          I make a motion to pay the Voucher Detail Report dated 11/1/2017, which includes: the General 

Fund amount of $ 47,209.44, the Highway Fund amount of $16,164.62, the Clintondale Light District 

amount of $716.79, the Modena Light District amount of $1,279.67 and the Trust & Agency amount of 

$3,507.25 for a total amount of $68,877.77 recognizing that the Audit Committee has reviewed the 

claims and found them acceptable for payment.  

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 7 – ADJOURNMENT 

*     Supervisor Croce made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:07 PM. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


