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TOWN OF PLATTEKILL 

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 

April 5, 2017 

Time: 7:00 PM 

 

SALUTE TO FLAG 

     Supervisor Croce opened the meeting with a salute to the American Flag. 

 

ROLL CALL 

     The following Town Board Members were present: 

   Supervisor Croce 

   Councilman Putnam 

   Councilman Farrelly 

   Councilwoman Delgado 

   Councilman DePew 

 

MINUTES 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes from the March 

15th Regular Town Board Meeting and the March 8th and 20th Special Town Board Meetings. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to accept the minutes from the March 15th, 2017 Regular 

Town Board Meeting. 

Councilman Farrelly seconded 

On the vote: Supervisor Croce                  Yes 

                       Councilman Putnam            Yes 

                       Councilman Farrelly             Yes 

                       Councilwoman Delgado      Yes 

                       Councilman DePew              Abstained  (Absent) 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to accept the minutes from the March 8, 2017 Special 

Town Board Meeting. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to accept the minutes from the March 20th, 2017 Special 

Town Board Meeting. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: Supervisor Croce                      Yes 

                        Councilman Putnam               Yes   

                        Councilman Farrelly                Yes 
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                     Councilwoman Delgado          Yes 

                     Councilman DePew                  Abstained  (Absent) 

 

PUBLIC INPUT 

     Mrs. Michelle Carballo, a resident from the Modena area of Town, asked why the sale of the Library 

Building to the Library would not be something that the Town residents would vote on?  She stated that 

she was looking for more information on what is going on with this sale. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that if the Town and Library were to come to some agreement on the sale of 

the building, it would be done by public referendum.   

     Councilwoman Delgado stated that the Library has their Trustee meetings on the second Thursday of 

the month at 7:00 PM, at the Library or sometimes downstairs in the Senior Center.  She stated that 

these meetings are always open and anyone is invited to attend. 

     Councilman DePew suggested that she could also go on the Library website and read the minutes 

from the previous meetings so she will know what has been going on.  He stated that Mr. Reynolds, a 

local newspaper reporter, has also been doing articles in the newspaper on this matter and he felt he 

was doing an excellent job of stating the facts. 

     Supervisor Croce explained that the residents voted, a number of years ago, to establish the Library 

as a Public Library so they are now on their own.  They have a budget vote every year and although the 

Town Clerk collects the taxes for their budget, we do not have any control over what they do. 

     Councilman Putnam stated that there is usually a vote for the budget and for new trustees every 

year.  Anyone in the Library District can run for being a Trustee. 

     Mr. Mark Reynolds asked if the Town has received the escrow money and a copy of the appraisal 

from the Library? 

     Supervisor Croce stated yes, he had received these two items.  

 

     Mr. Reynolds asked about the “Farm Weddings” situation?  He wondered if the Town Board had done 

anything to resolve some of the problems that were occurring last year. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that the Town Board is currently working on a local law to regulate large 

scale solar facilities in Town.  There is a moratorium that was just recently extended for an additional 

three months to allow some more time for the committee, that has been working on the regulations, to 

finish drafting a new local law.  Once this is done, he would like to see a committee get started to look 

into adopting a local law that he introduced which would expedite site plan approvals in an agricultural 

district. He stated that he wanted to finish one issue before getting into another so that there would not 

be any confusion. 

     Mr. Reynolds asked what the Town Board would do if the weddings started up again? 

     Supervisor Croce stated that they would just have to enforce the codes we currently have. 

 

     Mr. Wager, the Highway Superintendent and Facilities Manager for the Town, asked when the Town 

Board would like to meet again on the bid for fixing the septic system and bathrooms at the Town Hall?  

He stated that he has heard back from the Attorney about the bid package and he had made some 

suggestions.  Mr. Wager stated that he also had some other issues to discuss if the Town Board was 

willing to meet again or should we just do this at the next Town Board Meeting? 
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     The Town Board decided that they should meet sometime next week as waiting for the next Town 

Board Meeting could set back the schedule for sending out the bid package. 

     The Town Board agreed to meet next Tuesday, April 11, 2017  at 4:00 PM at the Town Hall. 

 

     There were no further comments or questions from the Public. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to close the Public Input Section of the meeting at 7:17 PM. 

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 1 – VERIZON WIRELESS CELL TOWER ON DECKER ROAD – LETTER OF CREDIT 

     Supervisor Croce introduced Mr. Scott Olson, a representative from the Verizon Company that is 

installing a cell tower on Decker Road in the Town of Plattekill.   

    Mr. Olson explained to the Town Board that the Planning Board Engineer had given him figures, for 

the Letter of Credit, at $695,000.00 for the tower project and $495,000.00 for the roadway.  He stated 

that this was approximately 1.1 million dollars and he would like to ask the Town Board to consider 

allowing them to do a bond instead.  To do the letter of credit, they would have to get money from 

other departments to come up with this amount.  If they were to do a bond, they would only have to 

come up with about one half that amount. 

     There was discussion on the company coming up with this amount of money and then leaving a 

Letter of Credit of 10% of the roadway amount for up to one year.   

     Mr. Olson asked the Town Board to allow him to obtain a bond instead of a Letter of Credit stating 

that if anything were to happen to the roadway during the construction of the tower, the company 

would certainly fix the road and there would not be a need for the Letter of Credit.   

     There was discussion on the difference between having a Letter of Credit verses a Bond. 

     Supervisor Croce cautioned the rest of the Town Board that the Town Attorney has opinioned that 

the Town should stay with what the Town Code requires and that is a Letter of Credit.  Bonds can 

sometimes be hard to cash in on and a Letter of Credit means that the money is there and available if 

something should happen to the roadway.   

     Several members of the Town Board, during this discussion, felt that maybe the Town could do a 

partial Bond and a partial Letter of Credit. 

     Mr. Wager, the Highway Superintendent, stated that he also felt a Bond would be acceptable as the 

road is a dead-end road and there is not a lot of drainage or any swales to get damaged.  He stated that 

they are trying to work with the property owner and Verizon Wireless to get an easement to put in an 

area to push snow in the winter.  They are willing to work with us, so he felt that the Town should look 

at working with them. 

     Councilman DePew stated that he had confidence that the Highway Superintendent was working with 

them and he would go along with what he was suggesting.  He felt that a Bond would be acceptable for 

maybe the project amount and then they could do the Letter of Credit for the roadway amount and the 

10% that is kept for one year. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he would have to speak with the Town Attorney again to see if this 

would be acceptable.  He stated that this meant the Town Board would not be making a decision this 

evening.   
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     Several other Town Board members also agreed that a partial Bond and a partial Letter of Credit 

would be acceptable with them.  They also asked that the Supervisor contact Mr. Kellar for his opinion. 

     There was discussion that the start of the project may be on hold anyway due to an issue with Bats 

that gather in the trees on or near the site where the tower is being built.  The DEC was saying that they 

could not disturb the Bats habitat at this time. 

     Mr. Grzibowski, the owner of the property, stated that he has been told that the trees would not be a 

concern now as someone has declared that the trees are not the ones that the Bats gather in. 

     Mr. Olsen stated that he would have to look into this, with the DEC, before making a decision to 

move forward with the project at an earlier time. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he would contact Mr. Kellar, the Town Attorney, and get back to the 

Town Board as soon as possible with his opinion.  He stated that he would like to make a decision on this 

issue at the next Town Board Meeting. 

     Mr. Olsen stated that he would speak with Verizon Wireless to let them know that the Town is 

working on this issue. 

      

SECTION 2 – HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT SUMMER HOURS 

     Supervisor Croce read a memo from the Highway Superintendent stating that the Highway 

Department summer hours would be starting on Monday, April 24, 2017.  The hours would be from 6:30 

AM to 5:00 PM, Monday thru Thursday.  

 

SECTION 3 – HIGHWAY REQUEST TO PURCHASE DUMP-BODY SAFETY SUPPORTS 

     Supervisor Croce read a request from the Highway Superintendent to purchase two sets of dump-

body safety supports that are designed to support a raised dump-body while work is being performed.  

The Highway Superintendent was suggesting that the Town purchase these two sets, model DL-105WT  

from Hudson River Truck & Trailer at a cost of $2,550.00.    

*    Councilman DePew made a motion to approve the purchase of two (2) Dump-Lok, safety lock 

systems, from Hudson River Truck & Trailer at a total estimated cost of $2,550.00. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 4 – WELL MONITORING UPDATE 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he just wanted to let everyone know that he is in the process of 

obtaining three price quotes for the monitoring of the wells at the Plattekill Landfill site.  He stated that 

this was something the Town was supposed to do on a yearly basis and he has obtained one price so far. 

He stated that the price he has is from the company that we used last year.  He will be getting two more 

and will let the Town Board know as soon as he has them. 

      There was a short discussion on the Plattekill Landfill site and the Hertel Landfill site in Clintondale.  It 

was discussed that the County has taken over the Hertel Landfill property due to the failure of paying 

taxes, however no one wants to purchase a super-fund landfill. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he did have a company that contacted him about using the Clintondale 

Landfill site for solar panels and having a solar farm, but when they found out that the Town did not 

own it, the offer was withdrawn.     



                                                                                                                                                                         4/5/2017 
 

5 
 

SECTION 5 – SOLAR LAW UPDATE 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he wanted everyone to know that the committee he set up, to work on 

the regulations for large scale solar facilities, is still working to draft a local law.  He stated that they had 

obtained local laws from 8 or 10 other area Towns and should be finalizing one that will fit the Town of 

Plattekill soon.   The next meeting will deal with insurance requirements and decommission of the 

facilities.  He stated that he just wanted to let everyone know that they are working to get this done on 

time, with the additional three months.  If more time is needed, the Town Board would have to adopt a 

new moratorium law to extend the time frame. 

 

SECTION 6 – EXECUTIVE SESSION 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss ongoing litigation at 8:08 

PM.  

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to close Executive Session and re-open the Regular Town Board 

Meeting at 8:26 PM. 

Councilman Farrelly seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 7 – VOUCHERS 

*    Councilman DePew made a motion to pay the Voucher Detail Report dated 4/5/2017, which 

includes: the General Fund amount of $ 65,265.46, the Highway Fund amount of $29,808.03, the 

Clintondale Light District amount of $680.75, the Modena Light District amount of $1,200.08, the Trust 

& Agency amount of $15,690.00 for a total amount of $112,644.32 recognizing that the Audit 

Committee has reviewed the claims and found them acceptable for payment.  

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 8 – ADJOURNMENT 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:27 PM. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

 

 

                  


