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TOWN OF PLATTEKILL 

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 

August 19, 2015 

Time: 7:00 PM 

 

SALUTE TO FLAG 

     Supervisor Croce opened the meeting with a salute to the American Flag. 

 

ROLL CALL 

     The following Town Board Members were present: 

   Supervisor Croce 

   Councilman Putnam 

   Councilman DePew 

     Councilman Farrelly and Councilwoman Delgado were absent. 

 

MINUTES 

     There were no minutes approved this evening. 

 

PUBLIC INPUT 

     Mr. Jim Hoppenstedt stated that he went next door to his place of business to see what was being 

constructed at a site that was given site plan approval a few years ago for a retail building.  He stated 

that he noticed the equipment starting to clear the property.  The person running the backhoe showed 

him a plan for a one story building that was going to be a Dollar General Store.  He stated that this 

person showed him permits from 5 years ago.  He stated that he came to the Town Hall and spoke with 

the Building Department Clerk and the Planning and Zoning Board Clerk and they did not know anything 

about a Dollar Store being built at this location.  He stated that by Town law, a permit is only good for 60 

days. How did they start construction?   

     Mr. Hoppenstedt continued saying that the Building Dept. told him that Mr. LoCicero would be at the 

site at 12 noon so he waited outside his store until 1:00 PM for him to show up and he never came.  He 

stated that he felt he received the cold shoulder from the Building Dept.   He stated that this was not the 

original plan and putting in a Dollar General Store would put him out of business.  They sell a lot of the 

same items that he sells.  He stated that when this project was first done in front of the Planning Board 

he was notified that something was going on and there was a public hearing.  He was not notified of this 

new project.    

     Councilman DePew stated that he had just heard about this situation. 

     Mr. Hoppenstedt stated that he has a family business that has been in this Town a long time.  This will 

be the same type of business that he has and will put him out of business. 

     Councilman DePew stated that he did not think this made any sense that they would be putting in 

another Dollar General when we already have one three or four miles up the road, in the same Town. 
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     Mr. Hoppenstedt stated that he is asking the Town Board to put a stop work order on this project. 

     Supervisor Croce asked who said that Mr. LoCicero would be at the site?   

     Mr. Hoppenstedt stated that the Building Dept. Clerk and the Planning and Zoning Board Clerk stated 

that he would be at the site at 12 noon. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that the Town Board does not do stop work orders.  He stated that he would 

have to speak with Mr. LoCicero about this situation, and to see what he had to do today.  Sometimes 

his appointments don’t work out to the exact time and he could have been running late.  He stated that 

he was not sure if there are local franchises on these types of businesses.   Maybe this is an outside 

group and they had planned to do this one before the other one was put in by another group.  He stated 

again that he would have to speak with Mr. LoCicero.  He stated that he has not seen anything in 

writing; therefore he would have to look into this and will have to get back to him on what is going on. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he did speak with the Planning Board Clerk and she stated that the site 

had gotten an approved site plan for a two-story building.  There would be retail businesses on the first 

floor and office space on the second floor. He stated that he was told that site plan is still valid and as 

long as they stay in the same footprint, so that the Stormwater and other issues stayed the same, they 

were within the Code. 

     Mrs. Tara Fitzpatrick stated that she just wanted to mention that this seems to be another situation 

where someone starts working without the needed approvals.  She also wanted to know if there was a 

quorum for the Town Board to make decisions this evening? 

     The Town Clerk stated yes, this is a quorum, three people out of five is a quorum. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he spoke with Mr. Hoppenstedt this morning about the construction 

situation and stated, at that time, that he would look into what was going on and he would get back to 

Mr. Hoppenstedt with any information.  He stated that he still intends to do that. 

 

     There were no further comments or questions from the public. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to close the Public Input Section of the meeting at 7:18 PM. 

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 1 – POLICE MONTHLY REPORT – JUNE & JULY 2015 

     Supervisor Croce read the Police Dept. Monthly Reports from June 2015. He read that there were 290 

documented calls for service with 114 traffic tickets issued.  There were 8 motor vehicle accidents 

handled with no one reporting injuries. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that the Arrest Blotter was very lengthy and anyone wishing to read it can 

obtain a copy from the Town Clerk’s Office.   

     Supervisor Croce stated that the Detectives have been working many cases.  They are working on 2 

Grand Larceny cases, 2 Burglary cases, 1 ID Theft case, 3 Petit Larceny cases, 1 Unauthorized Use of a 

Motor Vehicle Case, 1 Domestic Dispute case, 2 Criminal Mischief cases, 1 Fraud case, 1 Harassment 

case and they assisted the NYPD on 3 cases involving Grand Larceny, ID Theft and an Assault with the 
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serving of a Warrant.  The Detectives also closed 1 Grand Larceny case, 2 Petit Larceny cases, 1 

Harassment case and 1 Unauthorized Use of a Motor Vehicle case. 

     Supervisor Croce read that the Police Dept. has received a $4,000.00 grant for STOP-DWI Patrols and 

the funds from these grants are used to pay for patrols for those particular issues. 

      Supervisor Croce finished by reading the vehicle reports which reported that the cars were running 

well, but the new cars were reported as the interior being in “Fair condition”.  He stated that this must 

be a typo as the new cars should be in new condition.  He stated that he will speak with the Chief about 

this. 

     Supervisor Croce read the Police Dept. Monthly Report from July 2015.  He read that there were 290 

documented calls for service and there were 135 tickets issued.  He read that there were 11 motor 

vehicle accidents handled by the Dept. with 2 people reporting injuries. 

     Supervisor Croce did not read the Arrest Blotter noting again that the report could be obtained at the 

Town Clerk’s Office. 

     Supervisor Croce read the Detective’s report which stated that they worked 5 Grand Larceny cases, 1 

identity case, 1 accidental Burning of a Child case, 1 Criminal Mischief case, 3 Burglary cases, 1 

Possession of Stolen Property case, 1 Fraud case and 1 Accidental Gunshot Wound case.  They also 

closed 2 Burglary cases, 1 Fraud case, 1 Grand Larceny case, 1 Accidental Burning of a Child case and 1 

Criminal Mischief case. 

      Supervisor Croce read that the Dept. was still waiting to receive a $5,000.00 Grant they received for 

helping with the DARE Program and other Juvenile matters.  The grant has been approved.  They are just 

waiting to receive the funds. 

     Supervisor Croce finished the report by reading that the vehicles were all up and running.  Some had 

received new tires and wheel bearings and oil changes. 

 

SECTION 2 – BUILDING DEPARTMENT – JULY MONTHLY REPORT 

     Councilman Putnam read the Building Dept. Monthly Report from July 2015.  He read that there were 

23 Permits issued, 16 Violations issued, 3 Violations closed, 64 inspections completed, 12 complaints 

received and 11 Municipal Searches done.  These numbers do not include returning phone calls and 

residents coming in for assistance with codes, building permits and Zoning and Subdivision issues. 

 

SECTION 3 – DOG CONTROL – JULY MONTHLY REPORT 

     Councilman DePew read the Dog Control Officer’s Monthly Report from July 2015.  He read that there 

were 40 calls received in July with 12 calls to service from the Plattekill Police Dept., the State Police or 

the Ulster County Sherriff.  He read that there were 6 active complaints and/or cases which are now 

closed or resolved, 2 open cases that have been addressed, but are still ongoing or unresolved, 6 stray 

dogs impounded, 7 appearance tickets issued and 2 dogs currently in the kennel.   

     Councilman DePew continued to read that there were 2 dog bites reported, but no dangerous dog 

cases presently in the court.  The report also stated that Mr. McKee wanted to thank the Ulster County 

SPCA for their continued support and they have once again taken a number of our unclaimed dogs this 

summer. 



                                                                                                                                                                      8/19/2015 

 

4 

 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he had received a call from Mr. McKee stating that he was concerned 

that he may be going over his budget due to a couple of incidences where he had to obtain medical 

attention for a dog and that dog has not been redeemed.  This leaves the Town to pick-up the bill.  There 

was one incident where the owner was incarcerated.  It doesn’t look like we will be receiving any funds 

from him in the near future either.  Sometimes these things just happen and we can’t foresee them.  We 

may be able to transfer some funds within the budget line. We will have to see what we can work out. 

 

SECTION 4 – RECREATION DEPARTMENT – MONTHLY REPORT – AUGUST 2015  

     Ms. Stephanie Doland was present to read her Recreation Department Monthly Report for August 

2015.  She stated that Summer Camp was a success and she wanted to commend the entire staff for 

doing a wonderful job.  She stated that out of 12 counselors, 10 were returning from the previous year 

and most of them will be available and interested in coming back next summer.  She stated that the two 

new counselors did an amazing job and they would also be welcomed back next year.   

     Ms. Doland stated that there were a few things that she would like to discuss, during budget time, for 

next years’ camp.  One would be looking to extend the camp for an additional week (to 6 weeks), she 

would also like to see about having an increase in pay for staff returning for another year and she would 

like to look at having a policy for Counselors in Training. 

     Ms. Doland stated that she was looking forward to Plattekill Day and would like to have a “Kids 

Corner Booth” where she could display pictures from this year’s camp to obtain future campers.  She 

would start a mailing list to send notices to parents who would be interested in putting their children in 

camp next year. 

     Ms. Doland stated that she was working on a Picnic at the Park for the Plattekill Seniors and she has 

set up another Plattekill Day at Rocking Horse Ranch for October 4, 2015.  Tickets will be $25.00 per 

person and we will be able to accommodate up to 150 attendees. 

     Ms. Doland stated that she is also looking at holding the Halloween Event at Hurds Farm this year, but 

she did not have an exact date at this time.  She will also be setting up the Fall Basketball schedule soon. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he felt Ms. Doland was doing a great job and stated that there will be 

many programs for the community.  He stated that for next year, we will have to watch our spending as 

we are supposed to stay under the State’s 2% cap, which is actually less than 2%.  It will be tight, but we 

will see where we can cut costs. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he attended the Talent Show that the Camp held on the last day and he 

heard a lot of great comments about the camp program.  They also commented on how well the 

Facebook page helped everyone to keep in touch with the daily schedule of events. 

 

SECTION 5 – ACTING ASSESSOR POSITION 

     Supervisor Croce explained that the Town Board has advertised for applications for a new Town 

Assessor, but the County Office of Real Property has suggested that we may want to hire an Acting 

Assessor until the process of choosing a new one is completed.  There are many issues, such as 

Assessment Court Cases, questions on School Tax Bills and STAR Tax Exemptions that have to be dealt 

with and we could use someone to represent us.    
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     Supervisor Croce stated that Mr. Dunham, our former Town Assessor, has offered his services to help 

the Town through this time frame where we are without an Assessor and since he was our previous 

Assessor, hiring him seems to make sense. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he did contact the Supervisors of the Towns that Mr. Dunham currently 

works for, to check to see if this would be acceptable with them and they have stated that it would be.  

He read the proposal from Mr. Dunham. 

     Councilman DePew asked how long they would be hiring Mr. Dunham? 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he did not know.  We are taking applications until Aug. 31st and then we 

will need to do interviews, so maybe a month or a month and a half.  That would be his guess. 

     Councilman DePew asked if he had received any applications as yet? 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he has received two replies for the position.  He stated that Mr. Jackson, 

from the Office of Real Property has also suggested that we post the position on the NYS Assessor’s 

homepage, so we have done this also. 

     Councilman DePew stated that we could also put the position on the State Office of Mobility website. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he just needs an address to send the ad. 

*    Councilman Putnam made a motion to hire Mr. Michael Dunham as the Town of Plattekill Acting 

Assessor at $25.00 per hour for the hours of 3:30 to 6:30 PM on Tuesdays and Thursdays, or as needed 

or as work dictates, not to exceed 10 hours per week, until the Town of Plattekill Assessor position is 

filled. 

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 6 – HEALTH CARE RETIREES 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he has been looking into the Health Care Plan that we offer to retired 

employees who are eligible for Medicare.  He stated that there are three past employees who receive 

Medicare and could be using that plan as their primary with the Town policy picking up the rest of the 

costs, as opposed to the Health Plan picking up everything.   We are double insuring.  He stated that 

there is an MVP Medicare Gold Anywhere PPO 2015 Plan that could save us some money and the 

retirees will still have a good plan.  He stated that in fact, this plan could even be better for them.  He 

stated that right now, if one of these retirees goes to a hospital, they would have to pay $610.00 and 

under the new plan they would not have to pay anything. 

     There was more discussion on this new plan that will cover the three retirees and Supervisor Croce 

stated that he met with the three past employees and they all agree that this would be a good plan for 

them. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that the Town has made a promise to give our employees a good health care 

policy and this plan maintains that standard.   

*    Councilman Putnam made a motion to authorize the Supervisor to contact Marshall & Sterling to 

contact the retirees to enroll in the Medicare Gold Anywhere PPO 2015 Plan. 

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 
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SECTION 7 – PUBLICIST & WEBSITE UPDATES 

     Supervisor Croce introduced Mrs. April Colombo, the Town Publicist, and asked her to give the Town 

Board a quick explanation of the current situation with the Town of Plattekill website.   

     Mrs. Colombo stated that Mr. Pete Perry had contacted her about a situation that should be 

remedied in regards to the Town Website.   He was bringing to the Town’s attention that he is just 

hosting the website for us and this did not include security scans or backups of the site.  He was 

suggesting that we should choose a monitoring plan, which is paid on a monthly fee, so that we will 

have a back up to use if we were to get hacked and our site destroyed.   She stated that it would be very 

costly to recover and try to reinvent what we currently have on our site.   

     Mrs. Colombo explained that Mr. Perry would provide the software updates to run the system check, 

he would also add a read only Facebook page if we wanted him to and we would also get a discounted 

maintenance fee of $65.00, phone and e-mail support and a training video.   

     Mrs. Colombo explained that there were three different support packages, as described on the 

paperwork given to the Town Board.  The best package looks like the middle one which he would 

discount $50.00 because she is already trained on how to work the website.  This would bring the cost 

down to $137.00 per month. 

     Mrs. Colombo stated that Mr. Perry told her the site was getting approximately 3,000 viewers a 

month and that would be averaging 100 viewers per day.  That is a large amount of people going to our 

site each day and we would not want to lose them. 

     The Town Board discussed the possibility of losing our site to hackers and that it probably would be a 

good idea to protect it.   

     Mrs. Colombo stated that it would cost the Town a lot of money to re-do the site if there was a 

problem.  She stated that Mr. Perry is concerned as his site was hacked and if our site that he is hosting 

gets attacked, there is a liability to him also.  She stated that she also uses her own laptop, at home, to 

do the updating on the site and this also puts her personal computer at risk. 

     Councilman DePew questioned why she was using her personal computer for Town business? 

     Supervisor Croce stated that this was the arrangement that was made a few years ago and he was 

thinking that part of the technology grant money from the Cablevision Franchise Agreement could be 

used to purchase a lap-top for the Publicist.   

     Councilman DePew asked what we currently pay per month for the website? 

     Mrs. Colombo stated that we pay a flat, yearly fee of $120.00. 

     Councilman DePew asked if we had looked around for other prices from other website hosts? 

     Mrs. Colombo stated that we chose Mr. Perry because he is the best.  He hosts five other Towns and 

everyone is very pleased with his availability and expertise.  We did find three others, but the Towns 

that they hosted were not happy with their service. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he has been very nice to us and responds at a moment’s notice. 

     Councilman DePew stated that we just spoke about insurance costs and cutting costs; now here is a 

new cost.  How long is this price good for? 
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     Mrs. Colombo stated that she was not sure; Mr. Perry did not say.  She stated that she would think it 

would be yearly, but maybe if we want to lock the price in for longer, he would do that.   

     Supervisor Croce stated that the middle of the road plan would be $1,600 per year.  We would have 

to contact him to see if this is a one year plan.  Maybe the costs will go up, we do not know. 

     Councilman DePew stated that we should also look into purchasing a laptop with an external hard 

drive for the Publicist.   

     Supervisor Croce stated that budget time is also fast approaching and he would suggest that Mrs. 

Colombo try to get some price quotes on a new laptop.  He stated that with this plan, nothing is fool-

proof.  If something were to happen, at least we would have something in the back-up to go to.  He 

stated that they will table this discussion until the next meeting to give Mrs. Colombo time to get in 

touch with Mr. Perry to see how long the price quote is good for, to see if we can sign a contract for one 

or more years and if we can, maybe we can get a lower price for signing on for more years.  We will also 

have to decide where this funding will come from.  He stated that we have been good with our site so 

far and he would think that waiting until January to start this would be acceptable.  Then we can have 

money for this expense in the budget. 

     Mrs. Colombo stated that she would contact Mr. Perry and get back to the Town Board. 

 

SECTION 8 – ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS DUES 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he just wanted to let the Town Board know that he has received a letter 

from the Association of Towns and our dues for 2016 will be $1,100.00.  This is the same amount as last 

year and it is based on the Town‘s revenue.  He stated that this is a great organization to belong to as we 

have access to attorneys who are versed in Town affairs.  We can ask questions and receive opinions as 

part of our yearly dues.  The Association also holds training seminars and webinars throughout the year 

on issues that relate to all the Towns in New York State.  It is a good networking tool. 

 

SECTION 9 – ATTORNEY FEES 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he also received a letter from Kellar & Kellar, our Town Attorney, and 

they will be increasing their fees for next year.  Mr. Kellar’s fees will be going to $225.00 per hour.   

     Supervisor Croce stated that he did feel that this increase was reasonable and the fee has not 

increased over the past few years.  He stated that he felt Mr. Kellar has treated our Town well and he 

has received several complements from other Attorney’s on how Mr. Kellar handles issues and is well 

versed in Town Law.  He has been the Town‘s Attorney for many years. 

 

SECTION 10 – VOUCHERS 

*    Councilman DePew made a motion to pay the Voucher Detail Report dated 8/19/2015, which 

includes: the General Fund amount of $51,093.49, the Highway Fund amount of $10,127.11 and the 

Trust & Agency amount of $1,014.90 for a total amount of $62,235.50 recognizing that the Audit 

Committee has reviewed the claims and found them acceptable for payment.  

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 
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SECTION 11 – ADJOURNMENT 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:33 PM. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

 

 
 

 

      

     

      

    

      

  


