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TOWN OF PLATTEKILL 

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 

September 4, 2013 

 

Time: 7:00 PM 

 

SALUTE TO FLAG     

     Supervisor Croce opened the meeting with a salute to the American Flag. 

 

ROLL CALL 

     The following Town Board Members were present: 

   Supervisor Croce 

   Councilman Putnam 

   Councilman Farrelly 

   Councilwoman Morano 

   Councilman DePew 

 

MINUTES 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes from the August 15, 

2013 Special Town Board Meeting and the August 21, 2013 Regular Town Board Meeting. 

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to accept the minutes from the August 15, 2013 Special Town 

Board Meeting. (Interviews for Transfer Station Attendant) 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: Supervisor Croce                     Yes 

                        Councilman Putnam               Yes 

                        Councilman Farrelly               Yes 

                        Councilwoman Morano         Abstained (she was absent for that meeting) 

                        Councilman DePew                Yes  

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to accept the minutes from the August 21, 2013 Regular Town 

Board Meeting. 

Councilwoman Morano seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

ADDITIONS 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he did not have an addition for this evening’s agenda. 

     Councilwoman Morano stated that she had one addition, an update on records storage. 
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     Councilman DePew stated that he had one addition.  He wanted to know if we had done anything 

with the disposition of the Police cars. 

 

1.Iron Mountain – Records Storage: 

     Councilwoman Morano stated that she had contacted Iron Mountain, a large records storage 

company, to see what it would cost to store older records for the Building Dept. and Planning and 

Zoning Dept. 

     Councilwoman Morano stated that she was informed that she would need to have an estimate of 

how many records needed to be stored, before they would give her a price quote.  She stated that she 

has e-mailed both the Building Inspector and the Assessor to try to set up a meeting next Tuesday to 

come up with this estimate.  She stated that she has looked into scanning documents into a computer so 

that they can be retrieved and it might be possible to have a high school student do the scanning for us. 

She also stated that she would like to get an estimate from the Buildings and Grounds personnel to see 

what it would cost to extend the wall into the Court room, as was requested. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he has already sent a memo to Mr. Wager to see if we can obtain an 

estimate.  He hasn’t heard back yet, but he is a busy man, as are the rest of us. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he had some concerns about storing records with this company in 

Rosendale.   Do we have a cost or an estimate or do we have to know the volume of records before they 

give us some idea of a cost? 

     There was a short discussion that they were not sure what records were being stored, here at the 

Town Hall.  If they are records back before the 1930’s then maybe some can be shredded.    

     Councilwoman Morano stated that she was just looking to obtain a price quote.  We could also rent a 

temperature controlled room at a local storage facility. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that there are probably, also records that we may want to hold on to for 

historical significance. 

     Councilman DePew stated that in doing the building analysis, they do not have any idea yet of what 

needs to be stored, what is required to be stored or how long it has to be stored.   He stated that he did 

not think we should be getting storage price quotes until this is all determined.  He stated that they 

would like to sit down with each department to find out what is actually needed for storage and he had 

the idea that the original could be stored for its scheduled time frame, but we could also digitize the 

document so it would be available for copies in needed off the computer.  Even if we do enlarge or 

change the building, we could still digitize the documents for easy retrieval.   We need to be as cost 

effective as possible. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he agreed and he does appreciate the work that Councilwoman Morano 

has done.  He stated that he feels we need to see how we can best utilize the space we already have and 

still keep costs to a minimum.  These things are all options for us to consider. 

     Councilman DePew stated that he thought we could look at what other Towns in our area are doing 

to store their records.   
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     The Town Clerk stated that she had obtained a price quote from Iron Mountain several years ago and 

it seemed very expensive.   We would also have to give them a very detailed index of what was to be 

stored and if we needed something it could take them well into two weeks to retrieve it for us. 

     There was more discussion that a student who was interested in doing this type of work after 

graduation would be able to do a “student project” for class credit and it would help us with the chore 

of scanning in documents. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he remembered Barbara, the Town Clerk, talking about a schedule from 

the State Archives that tells how long documents need to be kept.  He wondered if this schedule 

included the documents that they were currently discussing? 

     The Town Clerk stated yes, the schedule covers just about every document that would be generated 

by a government or service organization. 

     The Town Clerk stated that she also has a scanner in her office that has never been hooked up to a 

computer.  It may be too old now, but we can look into using it. 

 

2.Sale of Police Cars: 

     Councilman DePew stated that he would be in favor of putting the two police vehicles, the Charger 

and the Crown Victoria, out to bid again with new minimum amounts of $4,000.00 for the Charger and 

$1,500.00 for the Crown Vic. 

     Supervisor Croce explained that he had contacted local auction houses and they did not seem to want 

to work with us.  He would have to set up an account with them. 

     Councilman DePew stated yes, and they usually work with agents that deal with selling vehicles. 

     There was discussion on putting a price on the cars and then taking the first person who makes a 

close offer, but a municipality has to be very careful as to how they sell items.  Everyone has to have an 

equal opportunity to purchase the vehicle. 

     There was a suggestion to donate the two vehicles and/or use the book value to determine what the 

cars are worth.   

     Supervisor Croce stated that the book values are either very high or very low and he did not feel the 

Town could gain any benefit from donating the vehicles, like a private company or citizen would. 

*     Councilman DePew made a motion to go out to bid and take offers on the two police vehicles that 

we have for sale taking a minimum offer of $4,000.00 for the Dodge Charger and a minimum offer of 

$1,500.00 for the Crown Victoria and both being sold “as is”. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

PUBLIC INPUT 

     Mrs. Pearl “Sis” Morse, the Chairperson for the Veteran’s Committee, stated that the Veteran’s 

Committee has scheduled a “USO Dinner Dance at the New Paltz VFW on Rt. 208, from 6:00 to 12:00 

PM, on October 19, 2013, at a cost of $15.00 each.  She stated that the food is being donated for this 

event. 
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     Mrs. Morse stated that, due to some members having become ill and they are not making the 

meetings and events, she would like to ask the Town Board to appoint two new members.  There is a 

young woman who has been helping the Committee and another gentleman who also has been helping.    

     Supervisor Croce asked several questions about these two new applicants and reminded Mrs. Morse 

that having too many people on the Committee could make it hard to get things done.  Too many 

different opinions will often slow down progress. 

     Mrs. Morse stated that she understood what he was saying, but the membership has dwindled down 

a little and she was suggesting that these two people be appointed to get some new ideas and maybe 

some younger people in the membership.  She felt that these two people have been helping as if they 

were already members and they would like to become members. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that since this is a committee that is appointed by the Town Board, he was 

thinking that maybe we should have a “volunteer application” for any new members, and probably 

include those that are already members.  This way we can have something on file for each person.   

     Mrs. Morse stated that she thought this was a good idea. 

     Supervisor Croce asked Mrs. Morse to speak with his Clerk, Tiffany, to work out the application.  

Tiffany is very good at making these types of documents and she has a volunteer application that can be 

modified for this Committee. 

     Mrs. Morse stated that she would come in and meet with Tiffany within a few days. 

     Councilman Putnam asked if Mrs. Morse had a list of the people who are still on the Veteran’s 

Committee. 

     Mrs. Morse stated yes, she had revised it at the beginning of the year for the Reorganization Meeting 

and Supervisor Croce has a copy of it. 

*    Councilman Putnam made a motion to appoint Jena O’jea and Mark Maro to the Veteran’s 

Committee and then work on an application to be filled out by all the members. 

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

     Mr. Willie Castillo suggested that when the bid offers come in on the two police vehicles, they should 

be time stamped so if two people make the same offer, you will know which one came in first. 

     The Town Board thanked him for his comment. 

 

     Mr. Bill Farrell stated that he had sold a few cars on “Auto Trader” on the internet.  His fee was 

$25.00 and he sold both cars in 10 days. 

     Supervisor Croce thanked him for his suggestion. 

 

     Mr. Farrell asked if out-of-Town people were allowed on the Veteran’s Committee?  He stated that if 

you have to be a resident to be on the Committee then he would suggest that they start a “Friends of 

the Veteran’s Committee” because he was sure that some people from out-of-Town would be willing to 

help. 
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     Mrs. Morse stated that the Veteran’s Committee usually issues a plaque to people outside the 

Committee that help.   

     Supervisor Croce stated that he was sure the Chairperson would do the right thing and recognize 

those that help. 

     There was discussion that a meeting was being set up to do the layout of the Memorial and to do the 

excavating.   

     Mrs. Morse stated that everyone has agreed that the Memorial should be moved a little farther back 

from the roadway to give more room for traffic.   

 

     Mrs. Esther Coppola asked if Iron Mountain would only store records for a certain amount of time?  

She wanted to know if they would destroy any records and if anyone had spoken with the Town 

Historian about her records? 

     Councilwoman Morano explained that they were not touching the Historian records.  We received a 

letter from the Building, Planning and Zoning and Assessor‘s Office that there are too many files and 

they need more room.  We are looking to see what we can do to alleviate the problem.  

     Mrs. Coppola stated then this does not include the Town Board minutes? 

     Supervisor Croce stated no. 

     Mrs. Coppola stated that she wanted to also bring up again that the speed limit on Rt. 32, by the 

Library and Hannafords, should be reduced.  She stated that the speed limit is reduced to 35 miles an 

hour through the Ardonia area and again through the Clintondale area.  She stated that this area in 

Modena has been designated as the business area and it should be reduced also. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he agreed with her assessment of the situation and he would contact 

DOT to see what could be done.   

     Mrs. Coppola stated that she would even be happy to see the trees cut back away from the road at 

the house just south of the Library entrance.  You have to pull out almost into the lane to see if anyone 

is coming down the road. 

     Supervisor Croce stated again that he would contact the DOT. 

 

     There were no further comments or questions from the audience. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to close the Public Input section of the meeting at 7:55 PM. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 1 – RECREATION 

     Mr. William Farrell, the Recreation Director, was present to announce some new programs for the 

Recreation Dept. for the Fall season. 

     Mr. Farrell stated that there will be a Soccer – Skills & Drills program offered on six Fridays, starting 

on Sept. 13th, from 5-6:30 PM, for ages 5-12 years old.  There will be a $10.00 registration fee and the 

coaches are from the Ulster Community College Soccer team.   
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     Mr. Farrell stated that there will also be a Rugby  - Skills & Drills program offered on four Tuesday 

evenings, starting on Sept. 17th, from 5-6:30 PM, for ages 7-12 years old.  There will be a $5.00 

registration fee and the coaches will be from the Hudson Valley Rugby team.   

     Mr. Farrell explained that these two Skills & Drills programs would be non-contact events where the 

students would be taught how to play the games using various drills and ball handling techniques.  The 

sign up for both of these programs would be on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2013 at 6:00 PM at the Felten 

Park Pavilion and anyone who cannot make that date, can come to the Town Hall and sign up. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he admired Mr. Farrell for his innovation and wanting to start new 

programs, however he wanted to request that in the future he let the Town Board know about new 

programs that he wanted to start.  Even though he is stressing that these programs are non-contact, the 

Town Board would appreciate being told ahead of time to make sure this is something that is covered by 

our insurance.   

     Mr. Farrell stated that the Hudson Valley Rugby team has been using the Park for some of their 

practice sessions and they offered to do this beginner program to introduce youths to the sport.  The 

Rugby League has all their proper insurances too. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he would ask that a copy of the insurance form be given to his clerk so 

that they will be on file in his office as well as the Recreation office. 

     Councilman DePew asked if any of the members of the Rugby team were Town of Plattekill residents. 

     Mr. Farrell stated yes, some are residents of Plattekill, some from Wallkill and others are from other 

area Towns.  He stated that it is the same with the Soccer League that we rent our soccer field to.  Some 

members are from Plattekill, but not all.  There are many members from other Towns in the area and 

they overwhelm our Park at times.  They use every available space.  He stated that he has had an issue 

with the Soccer people because the use every available space when they are only supposed to be using 

the center field.   

     Supervisor Croce stated that if this is an issue, that the Soccer League is using the entire park and our 

residents are being pushed out, then he would suggest that Mr. Farrell set up a meeting and have him 

(the Supervisor) there to see what can be worked out.  He stated that if he were there to run the 

meeting, this would take some pressure off him (Mr. Farrell).    They should not be playing soccer 

around or in front of the Pavilion, by the flags.  Maybe we should think about reviewing their lease 

agreement with the Town. 

     Mr. Farrell stated that he has already spoken to them about using the area by the flag-poles and close 

to the playground.   

     Supervisor Croce stated that he also wanted to request that Mr. Farrell give him a list of all the 

activities that he is planning for the year, at the beginning of the year.   

     Mr. Farrell stated that he would try to do this, however sometimes he receives calls at the last minute 

when an organization has a problem and is looking for space to use.  He stated that he just received a 

call two days ago that the Elks Club in New Paltz is looking to do a “Soccer – Shoot Out”  and wants to 

use our Park next Sunday or the Sunday after that.   He stated that he was trying to contact the person 

who called to find out more about this event, but has not gotten through yet. 

     Supervisor Croce stated “then, maybe we cannot accommodate them for this year”. 
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     Mr. Farrell stated that he has also been contacted by a group that does Frisbee sports, like Frisbee 

Football.  He stated that he has to meet with them yet to see what they are proposing. 

     Mr. Farrell stated that he would like to get the Town Board’s opinion on the Halloween Party/Parade 

Event.  Last year it was held at Hurd’s Farm on Rt.32 in Modena and it went very well. We had about 50 

children.  Mrs. Hurd donated her facility and she donates a free pumpkin to each child.  The only 

expense is to purchase the candy.  There is a walking trail to a large field where the kids look for candy in 

the tall grass and there are things to play on and a maze to walk through.  The kids had a great time and 

she is willing to donate the facility again this year on a Sunday afternoon in October.  He stated that if 

we have this event at the Town Park, there is only the playground for the kids to use. 

*    Councilman Putnam made a motion to allow the Recreation Director to have this year’s Halloween 

Parade Event at Hurd’s Farm. 

Councilwoman Morano seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

     Mr. Farrell reminded everyone that the Softball playoffs were now taking place on Sunday mornings 

and anyone who would like to watch is welcome.   He stated that the Zumba and Boot Camp Exercise 

Classes are still being offered at the church hall across the street from the Town Hall on Monday nights 

and that he was also looking into having an outdoor movie night at the Park. 

     The Town Board thanked him for his report. 

 

SECTION 2 – HISTORIAN REQUEST 

     Supervisor Croce stated that the Town Board had received an e-mail from Libbie Werlau, our newly 

appointed Town Historian.  She was asking for permission for several different items.   

     Supervisor Croce read the e-mail which is attached to these minutes.  The first item asked for 

approval for her to pursue a grant for historic markers in Town.  The second item was to approve a flier 

that she had put together for her use as Town Historian and the third item was whether she should 

submit articles to the Supervisor or Town Board, for approval, before putting them out in newspapers. 

*    Councilman DePew made a motion that the Town Board grant the request of the Town Historian for 

items #1, #2 and #3, on the letter dated Sunday, August 25, 2013, and as far as submitting articles for 

the website and/or newspaper, he feels articles should be checked by either the Supervisor or the Town 

Board for approval.       

 Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 3 – McGLASSON 5-LOT SUBDIVISION 

     Supervisor Croce explained that the Town Board members received a letter from Mr. and Mrs. 

McGlasson explaining their plight with a project that was before the Planning Board, was stalled for a 

number of years (approximately 6 years) and was eventually closed by the Planning Board.  He stated 

that he has also spoken with the Chairperson of the Planning Board on this issue.  

     Supervisor Croce further explained that Mr. and Mrs. McGlasson had originally made an application 

to the Planning Board for a 2-lot Subdivision and due to various problems including issues with their 
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engineer and inactivity, the file was closed and escrow monies were returned.  He stated that Mr. and 

Mrs. McGlasson have now re-applied to the Planning Board with a 5-lot subdivision and they are asking 

that the Town Board waive the application fee, or part of it, since they had paid their original fee 6 years 

ago and due to inactivity, the Planning Board had closed their project file and returned their escrow 

fees. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that Mr. and Mrs. McGlasson are asking that the current application fees be 

waived or partially waived as they had originally started this project many years ago.  The Planning 

Board had notified them of the closing of their file due to inactivity and their escrow fees were returned.       

He stated that back in 2008; Mr. McGlasson had paid an application fee of $150.00.  This was the fee for 

a minor subdivision (2 lots) and the new 2013 application is for a 5-lot subdivision and would be 

$700.00.  He stated that he contacted the Planning Board Chairperson and they would be in favor of Mr. 

McGlasson paying the difference between the $150.00 fee that was already paid and the $700.00 fee for 

the current application ($550.0).  He stated that he would be in favor of the Planning Board’s 

recommendation and wanted to know how the rest of the Town Board felt about this suggestion. 

     Councilman Farrelly stated that according to his letter he would have to pay double the amount, but 

$150.00 is not double what he would pay. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he has reviewed the original file and the paperwork shows that he only 

paid $150.00, although he seems to think he paid more than that, according to his letter. 

     Councilman DePew summarized that the original subdivision was for only a 2-lot subdivision and that 

application has been closed.  Now he is coming in with a 5-lot subdivision.  His letter extensively states 

that the issues for not finalizing his original project were issues on his part and had nothing to do with 

the Town of Plattekill or any of its departments.  So now he is starting a new project and he would not 

be in favor of giving Mr. and Mrs. McGlasson a waiver of any fees.  It is as if he were walking in here for 

the first time with a new project.  He stated that he would like to put this in the form of a motion: 

*    Councilman DePew made a motion that Mr. and Mrs. McGlasson would be required to pay the fees 

for a 5-lot subdivision. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

     There was some discussion on whether there were other people who have been in the same type of 

situation and if fees were waived for them?  Others have had to come in and start over and the Town 

Board had not been asked to waive their fees. 

     Councilman DePew stated that he was sympathetic to their plight and he understands the request, 

but given the facts, this is a new subdivision. 

On the vote: Supervisor Croce                          No 

                       Councilman Putnam                    Yes 

                       Councilman Farrelly                     No 

                       Councilwoman Morano              Yes 

                       Councilman DePew                      Yes    
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SECTION 4 – POLICE OFFICER COMMENDATION 

     Supervisor Croce stated that Chief Ryan had wanted to be here this evening to read a Letter of 

Commendation for our Police Officer, Christopher Donahue, but he was unable to attend due to a family 

commitment.     

      Supervisor Croce read the letter that explained how Officer Donahue was called to a possible suicide 

attempt on Lewis Lane at the State Park property.  He found an empty car at the parking area and 

proceeded to walk in through the woods until he found the person slumped over by a rock.  The subject 

stated that he had taken many pills and Officer Donahue called for help and an ambulance.  He carried 

the subject out of the woods to the waiting ambulance and secured valuable evidence at the scene. His 

quick actions helped save this person’s life and Chief Ryan felt that he deserved this Letter of 

Commendation for his dedication and actions above and beyond the call of duty.   

     The Town Board also commended Officer Donahue for his actions and a copy of Chief Ryan’s letter is 

attached to these minutes. 

 

SECTION 5 – 2014 BUDGET -  DEPARTMENT MEETING DATES 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he sent a memo to all the Town Departments asking them to get back to 

him with meeting dates to discuss their 2014 budget requests.  He asked for them to choose a date 

between October 7th and October 18, 2013.  He stated that he wanted the Town Board to try to make 

themselves available for those two weeks, during the evenings, so that they could have as many Board 

members as possible attend these sessions.   

     Councilman Putnam stated that he could not probably make any meetings on Oct. 17th & 18th. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he would make a note on those days and try to schedule the meetings 

so that most of the Board members could attend.  He stated that he felt the meetings should start at 

7:00 PM and that he would finalize the meeting dates and get those dates to the Town Board members 

as soon as possible. 

 

SECTION 6 - VOUCHERS 

*    Councilman DePew made a motion to pay the Voucher Detail Report dated 9/4/2013 which includes 

the General fund amount of $18,743.92, the Highway Fund amount of $14,167.18, the Clintondale Light 

District amount of $840.44, the Modena Light District amount of $1,453.92 and the Trust & Agency 

amount of $2,385.55 for a total amount of $37,591.01 recognizing that the Audit Committee has 

reviewed the claims and found them acceptable for payment. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 7 – ADJOURNMENT 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:39 PM. 

Councilwoman Morano seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 


