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TOWN OF PLATTEKILL 

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 

May 1, 2013 

 

Time: 7:00 PM 

 

SALUTE TO FLAG 

     Supervisor Croce opened the meeting with a salute to the American Flag. 

 

ROLL CALL 

     The following Town Board Members were present: 

   Supervisor Croce 

   Councilman Putnam 

   Councilman Farrelly 

   Councilwoman Morano 

   Councilman DePew 

 

MINUTES 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes from the April 17, 2013 

Regular Town Board Meeting. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to accept the minutes from the April 17, 2013 Regular Town Board 

Meeting.  

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On the vote: Supervisor Croce                         Yes 

                        Councilman Putnam                  Yes 

                        Councilman Farrelly                   Yes 

                        Councilwoman Morano            Abstained 

                        Councilman DePew                   Yes 

 

ADDITIONS 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he had two additions to the evening’s agenda.  One was the use of the 

Park facilities by the Cub Scouts and the second was to go out to bid to fix the Town Hall and Highway 

Garage roofs. 

 

1) Request from Boy Scouts to Camp at Park: 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he had received a request from the Boy Scouts - Troop #195, asking if 

they could camp for the weekends of May 3rd to the 5th and June 21st to the 23rd.  He stated that they 



                                                                                                                                                                           5/1/2013 

 

2 

 

were looking to clean-up the area, camp and do some general scout work; the first weekend is this 

weekend coming up. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that the Boy Scouts have done this for many years at the Park and did not see 

any issues with their request.    His only request is that in the future, they give the Town Board a little 

more time to consider their request. 

     The rest of the Town Board agreed and Supervisor Croce stated that he would let Ms. Yambay know 

that they have the Town Board’s approval. 

 

2) Town Hall and Highway Garage Roof Bid: 

     Supervisor Croce stated that a bid package had been put together, last fall, to have the Town Hall and 

Highway Garage spray-foamed with polyurethane.   Due to weather related issues, we had to wait until 

we have warmer weather to do this project.  He stated that he would like to go out to bid now so this 

could be done during the summer.   He stated that the Town Clerk can put the legal notice in the 

newspaper and we will accept bids until June 5, 2013.  He read the legal notice that will be put in the 

newspaper. 

*    Councilman DePew made a motion to advertise in the Town newspaper that the Town is going out to 

bid for polyurethane spray-foaming the Town Hall and Highway Garage roofs. 

Councilwoman Morano seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

PUBLIC INPUT 

     Mr. Scarpino, a resident of the Stone Oaks/Glen Rock subdivision on Milton Turnpike, asked the Town 

Board if the roads within the subdivision were any closer to being dedicated?  He stated that he has 

seen work being done on the roadway and drainage system and he was wondering what was going on. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that it was good that some work was being done, however he did not think 

that the roads were ready yet to be dedicated to the Town.   He stated that he had not heard anything 

on this matter. 

     Mr. Robert Wager, the Highway Superintendent, was in the audience and stated that he has seen 

more action going on and knows that they are trying to get the drainage done.  The drainage would have 

to be done before the binder was put on the road.  He stated that the money in the letter of credit was 

still there and he will do all he can to make sure everything gets done properly. 

     Mr. Scarpino asked if they had to put a top-coat on the road? 

     Mr. Wager stated yes, and the Town has to inspect all of it. 

     Mr. Scarpino stated that it looked like the new homes being built were smaller than the other homes 

that were previously built.  He thought that they had to be built to certain specifications/square feet.  

He asked if the smaller homes were allowed? 

     Supervisor Croce stated that that would be a question for the Planning Board or Building Dept.  He 

stated that if there were restrictions on what size of home could be built, he would think it would be 

specified on the map or in the property deeds. 
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     Mrs. Annette Laskowsky stated that she had not been to a Town Board Meeting in a while and 

wondered if the Town Board had started discussion on the contract with the Police Officers.  She 

wondered if the Town Board had decided who they were going to use as a negotiator. 

     Supervisor Croce and Councilman Putnam stated that the Town Board had not picked anyone to help 

with negotiations as yet.  They will make a decision on that when they are closer to starting to review 

the contract. 

 

     Mr. Robert Wager stated that he just wanted to let everyone know that he had some good news.   He 

stated that the CHIPS money, that Towns receive from the State, have been flat-lined for several years, 

but this year, due to lobbying by the Senators, we are going from $85,000.00 to $105,000.00.  Every 

little bit helps.  He suggested that the Town Board send a letter of thanks to the Senators to let them 

know that the increase is very much appreciated.   

     There was some discussion on what the CHIPS money is used for and Mr. Wager explained that there 

is criteria that must be followed to receive the CHIPS money and it can only be used for specific projects.  

It cannot just be spent on anything.   

     Mr. Wager stated that he would like to meet with the Town Board, on an individual basis or maybe 

two members at a time, to take a ride through Town and do a site visit on what is going on in Town.  He 

stated that he felt the Town Board would have a better idea of how things were done in the past and 

how he will try to do things in the future.   He stated that he felt the Town Board should see first- hand 

what is going on so that they will have a better idea of how our Town is progressing. 

     Supervisor Croce and several other members of the Town Board stated that they felt this would be a 

great idea.  They will be better able to serve the Town residents and make decisions if they are up to 

speed on projects going on in Town. 

     The Town Board members stated that they would make an effort to meet with him during the week. 

     Mr. Clouser, the Town Engineer, was present and stated that he also thought this was a good idea.  

Things are picking up in Town. 

     Supervisor Croce asked Mr. Clouser if he remembered there being anything in the plans for the Glen 

Rock/Oak Hill subdivision about a certain size home being built? 

     Mr. Clouser stated that that would be easy to find out.  It would be on the Planning Board maps. 

 

     There were no further questions or comments from the audience. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to close the Public Input section of the meeting. 

Councilman Farrelly seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 1 – RESOLUTION FOR COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT – UPSEU 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he and Councilman Farrelly have been working with Mr. Wallens, the 

Town’s union negotiator, and the representatives from the employees union to come up with a 

collective bargaining agreement.  They have finally finished the agreement and the employees have 

voted to ratify it.  It is now up to the Town Board to adopt it by resolution. 
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                                                                     TOWN OF PLATTEKILL 

RESOLUTION  

United Public Service Employees Union 

     Supervisor Croce made a motion to adopt the following resolution: 

     WHEREAS, the United Public Service Employees Union (“UPSEU”) represents a bargaining 

unit of certain Town employees; and 

     WHEREAS, the Town of Plattekill (“Town”) and UPSEU entered into negotiations for the 

purposes of negotiating a Collective Bargaining Agreement; and 

     WHEREAS, the Town and UPSEU have entered into an agreement for the term January 1, 

2012 through December 31, 2015; and 

     WHEREAS, the Town has been informed that UPSEU has ratified the tentative Agreement; 

     NOW,IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby approves and ratifies the 

Collective Bargaining Agreement for the term January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2015 and 

authorizes the Town Supervisor to sign the Collective Bargaining Agreement. 

Seconded by Councilman Putnam. 

On the vote:                                            Yes                        No                     Abstain                 Absent 

Supervisor Croce                                      X 

Councilman Putnam                                X 

Councilman Farrelly                                X 

Councilwoman Morano                                                                                      X 

Councilman DePew                                                                                             X 

Date: May 1, 2013 

SECTION 2 – MODENA RURAL CEMETERY REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE 

     Supervisor Croce explained that the Town Board had met with the Modena Rural Cemetery 

Board of Trustees and they are indicating that they are currently in financial distress.  They have 

asked for assistance from the Town until they can get back on their feet again.   

     Supervisor Croce further explained that there is a law that was adopted by the State in 2008 

which allows a Town to help a public cemetery that is in financial distress and he read part of 

the law that explains the Town could offer funds or services to the cemetery.   He also stated 
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that if the Cemetery was to go into default, the Cemetery would then go to the Town for 

maintenance and upkeep.  We would be better off helping the Cemetery get through their 

financial troubles now, then having the Town end up taking over the total care in the future. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that at the discussion, the Trustees were currently looking to obtain 

some Item #4 to fix the roadways, some gas to mow the lawns and they wanted to take trash to 

the Transfer Station. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that the Town Board did discuss the trash issue at that meeting and 

had decided to allow trash to be taken to the Transfer Station.  Is this still acceptable? 

     The Town Board members stated yes, trash could be taken to the Transfer Station. 

     Councilman DePew asked if the Town Board had received anything in writing from the 

Cemetery Board showing the finances and what was being asked for? 

     Supervisor Croce stated that Mr. Cavazza had just arrived and asked him if they had gotten 

anywhere with asking a tree service to take down the fallen tree or asking Mehlon’s for a 

donation of Item #4?  

     Mr. Cavazza stated that some contact was made to a tree service but he has not been to 

Mehlon’s as yet. 

    Supervisor Croce stated that he thought Mr. Winters was going to ask at Mehlon’s. 

    Mr. Wager stated that he was still looking to see what he could do about getting some Item 

#4 for the Cemetery. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that they also discussed getting some gas from the Town’s supply.   

     Mr. Wager stated that he did not think this was a good idea.  The gas is purchased for the 

Highway and has to go for Highway use.  He stated it would be a lot cleaner to put money for 

this purpose in the Cemeteries budget line and disperse it that way.    

     There was discussion with Mr. Cavazza that if the Town Board was to cut them a check, it 

would have to be for a large amount. 

     The Town Board was thinking that they could afford to give them $1,000.00.  They were 

estimating 25 to 30 cuttings for the year. 

     The discussion went back to the Item #4; Supervisor Croce asked Mr. Wager if the Cemetery 

were able to get someone to donate the Item #4, would the Highway be able to haul it to the 

Cemetery? 

     Mr. Wager stated yes. 

     Supervisor Croce asked the Town Board if they wanted to make a decision on the gas this 

evening? 

     Councilman Farrelly stated then we will have to put money into an account. 
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     Mr. Wager suggested that the Town Board ear-mark a certain amount of money to be given 

to the Cemetery and let the Cemetery Trustees use the money for what they need.  He was 

suggesting not limiting the money to only be used for gas. 

      Councilwoman Morano suggested that they wait to get an estimate on the cost of mowing 

and Item#4 before making a decision on how much money to transfer. 

     Councilman DePew asked again if the Town had received anything in writing from the 

Cemetery Board? 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he only has the original letter asking them to meet with the 

Cemetery Board. 

     Councilman DePew stated that he felt it would be better to have something in writing so this 

whole process will flow better.  We should have some documentation to show for what we are 

doing. 

     Supervisor Croce asked Mr. Cavazza if he could get something from the Cemetery Board for 

the Town to have showing that they were asking for this help.  He explained to everyone that 

the Cemetery has not been selling many plots and even though they do sell some, they can only 

use 10% of that money to maintain the Cemetery.  The rest of the money goes into an account 

where it becomes principal and State Law requires it to stay in the account.  The only money 

they can then use is the interest the money makes, which is not much these days. 

     Mr. Cavazza stated yes, the money does have to stay in the account and we are not getting 

much interest to purchase what is needed. 

     Councilman Putnam asked Mr. Cavazza if he could meet with him during the week 

sometime? 

    Mr. Cavazza stated that he would be available anytime. 

     Councilman Farrelly asked if Mr. Cavazza could get back to the Town Board with a response 

on how the progress with obtaining donations was going? 

     Mr. Cavazza stated yes, he would let the Town Board know. 

 

SECTION 3 – PARIBELLI PROPOSED 3 LOT SUBDIVISION 

     Supervisor Croce introduced Mr. Paribelli and Patty Brooks, his surveyor, to the Town Board.  

He stated that they have come to the Town Board to ask for help with a situation involving a 

private road and a 3-lot subdivision on Barclay Road. 

     Mrs. Brooks displayed a map showing what Mr. Paribelli was proposing to do and explained 

that they tried to go to the Zoning Board of Appeals, but since the problem is with a private 

road, the Zoning Board of Appeals does not have jurisdiction.  She explained that they looked at 

having a flag lot, but that would not work either, so they are coming to the Town Board to see 

what can be done or if they can obtain a waiver.  She stated that the first problem is that the 
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one lot would not have frontage on the private road and the other problem is the lot is limited 

to one dwelling.   

     There was discussion that the subdivision was including a property that already has pre-

existing dwellings and that Lot #1 would have control of the private road. 

     Supervisor Croce, after seeing the situation, stated that this was quite the dilemma.  He 

stated that private roads were approved so that it would be easier for residents to give 

property in-the-back of their homes to family members. 

     Mrs. Brooks stated yes, and putting in two flag lots was zoned out many years ago.  We can 

go around Town and see places where flag lots were overdone. 

    Mrs. Brooks stated that they were looking for the Town Board to give them a waiver for 

having more than one unit on a property (A118-20 E), which is pre-existing and the lot that has 

the garage would have to be allowed to have access off of Barclay Road instead of the private 

road (A118-4 A). 

     There was discussion that a maintenance agreement would have to be filed for the maintenance 

of the roadway. 

     Mrs. Brooks stated that Mr. Paribelli would also agree to have a restriction written that says this 

private road could never be used for other lots or further subdivision. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he would want to call the Town Attorney to make sure that the 

Town Board has the authority to grant these waivers.  He stated that he is leery of making 

exceptions because the rules and regulations were set up for a reason.  He stated that this is a 

unique situation and he will contact the Attorney to see if what they are asking for is a possibility. 

     Mrs. Brooks stated that she could make up a packet and send it to Mr. Kellar so that he 

understands the situation fully, if the Supervisor wanted her to do so. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he thought this would be a good idea, but stated that the applicant 

would be expected to pay for his time in reviewing the situation.   

     Mr. Paribelli agreed to start a $500.00 escrow account with the Town to pay for the Attorney’s 

review. 

     The Town Board thanked Mrs. Brooks and Mr. Paribelli for coming in this evening. 

 

SECTION 4 – SET PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR MS4 – STORMWATER REPORT 

     Supervisor Croce stated that the Town Engineer has completed the draft report for the MS4 

Stormwater Annual Report for 2012.   

     Councilman Putnam asked Mr. Clouser to explain exactly what this report was for? 

     Mr. Clouser stated that the State has implemented a yearly report to the DEC for stormwater 

runoff.  This report is for the Town of Plattekill Stormwater Management Program.  He stated that 
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it includes two small areas in Town within the Black Creek and the Quassaic Creek watersheds.  The 

Town has to hold a public hearing and report any comments with this report. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he has set a Public Hearing date on this MS4 Annual Report for the 

next Town Board meeting on May 15, 2013 at 7:00 PM.        

    

SECTION 5 – MOBILE HOME LICENSE RENEWALS 

     Supervisor Croce read the list of mobile home parks in the Town of Plattekill that had been 

inspected by the Building Dept. and were ready to receive their 2012 year license. 

The following Mobile Home Parks were inspected: 

1) Rolling Acres  – 57 homes                                     6) Joseph Acamporo – 3 homes           

2) Vincent Rizzi - --5 homes                                       7) Treeline Mobile Home Park – 17 homes 

3) Demetrios Vlamis – 5 homes                                8) Villa Baglieri – 10 homes 

4) Modena Country Club – 128 homes                   9) Troutbrook Mobile Home – 18 homes 

       5) Maple Lane 11 Mobile Home Park – 4 homes 

 

*    Councilwoman Morano made a motion to authorize the Supervisor to sign the Certificates 

of Compliance for the Mobile Home Parks listed above, for 2012. 

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 6 – SALE OF DODGE CHARGER 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to put a legal notice in the newspaper saying that the 

“Town of Plattekill Highway Dept. will be accepting sealed offers for the sale of the 2007 Dodge 

Charger with mileage of 142,547, to be sold “as is”.  Offers will be accepted until 1:00 PM on 

June 3, 2013, at which time the offers will be publicly opened and read aloud.  The award will 

go to the highest offer.  The Town Board reserves the right to reject any and or all offers and to 

readvertise for new offers.  To Inspect the vehicle, contact the Highway Superintendent.” 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 7 – SUPERVISOR CLERK AND BOOKKEEPER -TRAINING REQUEST  

     Supervisor Croce stated that his Clerk and the Bookkeeper have requested to attend a 

training session in Amherst, New York.  The training would be for three days on the new 

bookkeeping software.   

     The Town Board read through the request and calculated how much it would be for the 

registration, room and board and to take the train to get there for two people. 



                                                                                                                                                                           5/1/2013 

 

9 

 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he had just received this request this day and had not had time 

to calculate the cost.  He was not sure if he had enough money to support this training and 

decided to hold off on making a decision until the next meeting.  The registration does not have 

to be in until the end of June, so there is time before having to make this decision. 

SECTION 8 – EXECUTIVE SESSION 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss contract 

negotiations. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

Time: 8:19 PM 

Back: 8:43 PM 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to close Executive Session and re-open the regular Town 

Board Meeting. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 9 – VOUCHERS 

*    Councilwoman Morano made a motion to pay Voucher Detail Report dated 5/1/2013, which 

includes the General Fund amount of $6,515.50, the General Fund Pre-paid amount of 

$6,326.32, the Highway Fund amount of $2,883.56, the Highway Fund Pre-paid amount of 

$9,547.68 and the Trust & Agency amount of $4,590.90 for a total amount of $29,863.96 

recognizing that the Audit Committee has reviewed the claims and found them acceptable for 

payment. 

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 10 – ADJOURNMENT 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

Councilman Farrelly seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

Time: 8:45 PM. 

    

      

      

       

 


