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TOWN OF PLATTEKILL 

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 

October 18, 2017 

Time: 7:00 PM 

 

SALUTE TO FLAG 

     Deputy Supervisor Farrelly opened the meeting with a salute to the American Flag. 

 

ROLL CALL 

     The following Town Board Members were present: 

   Deputy Supervisor Farrelly 

   Councilman Putnam 

   Councilwoman Delgado 

   Councilman DePew 

     Supervisor Croce was absent. 

 

MINUTES 

*    Councilwoman Delgado made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes from the 

October 4th, 2017 Regular Town Board Meeting and the October 3rd and 10th, 2017 Special Budget Town 

Board Meetings. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

*    Councilwoman Delgado made a motion to accept the minutes from the October 4th, 2017 Regular 

Town Board Meeting. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote:  Deputy Supervisor Farrelly             Abstained  (absent) 

                        Councilman Putnam                        Yes 

                        Councilwoman Delgado                  Yes 

                        Councilman DePew                          Yes 

*    Councilwoman Delgado made a motion to accept the minutes from the October 3rd, 2017 Special 

Budget Town Board Meeting. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote:  Deputy Supervisor Farrelly             Abstained  (absent) 

                        Councilman Putnam                        Yes 

                        Councilwoman Delgado                  Yes 

                        Councilman DePew                          Yes 

*    Councilwoman Delgado made a motion to accept the minutes from the October 10th, 2017 Special 

Budget Town Board Meeting. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: Deputy Supervisor Farrelly              Abstained  (absent) 

                        Councilman Putnam                        Yes 
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                       Councilwoman Delgado               Yes 

                       Councilman DePew                       Yes 

 

ADDITIONS: 

     There were no additions to the evening’s agenda. 

 

PUBLIC INPUT 

     Mrs. Pearl Morse, Chairperson for the Veteran’s Committee, stated that the Memorial Service, to be 

held on Veteran’s Day, November 11, 2017, is scheduled for 2:00 PM at the Veteran’s Memorial Site on 

Patura Road.   She stated that coffee and donuts will be served after the ceremony.  This will be rain or 

shine and she wanted to invite the Town Board and the public to attend. 

     The Town Board thanked her and the Veteran’s Committee for all that they do. 

     Mrs. Morse stated that she had two more question.  She wanted to know what two of the items on 

the agenda were about; one is the War Veterans Letter and the other is the ZBA Appointment. 

     Deputy Supervisor Farrelly stated that the War Veterans letter was a thank you for allowing them to  

use the Park and the ZBA appointment was to re-appoint Mr. Castillo as his term on the ZBA ends 

December 31, 2017. 

     Mrs. Morse thanked the Town Board and stated that she had forgotten that Mr. Castillo’s term was 

over this year. 

 

     Mrs. Esther Coppola stated that she wanted to publicly acknowledge the Clintondale Fire Department 

Commissioners for working to keep the Clintondale Fire Dept. Budget as low as possible.  She stated that 

she attended the Public Hearing and she feels very fortunate to be in the Clintondale Fire District.  She 

stated that she felt they all do a great job  and most people don’t take the time to see what they do for 

our community.  

     Councilman DePew stated that he was happy to hear her say these things because he also feels the 

EMS and Fire Dept. volunteers do so much for our community and they put in so many hours on training 

and being there for the rest of the community and no one really appreciates what they do.  He stated 

that there are not many new members and we need people to be involved in helping their community. 

     Mrs. Coppola agreed with him and continued to say that if we don’t have volunteers stepping up, we 

will have to go to a paid department which will severely impact everyone.  She stated that another 

important part of this is that we keep the Zoning at a 2-story maximum because if we build higher, 

volunteers can’t handle the multi-story buildings.  We would need different trucks and ladders and 

much more training. 

     Councilman DePew stated that it was good to hear that someone understands the current situation 

and we need to get the word out to the younger generation that they need to step up and volunteer 

their time.  They are needed in their community. 

 

     Mr. Doubrava, a resident near Liberty View Farm, asked if the Town Board had heard anything about 

stopping the events being held at the Farm.  He wanted to know why nothing has been done? He stated 

that the weddings are still going on and the music does not stop at 10:00 PM.  The last one the music 
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didn’t stop until near 11:30 PM and then they had a bon-fire with people yelling and carrying on to a 

much later time.  He stated that something has to be done. 

     Councilman DePew stated that the Supervisor is at a seminar this evening and hopefully he will find 

out how to deal with this situation.  There are a few businesses in Town where we are having the same 

issues.  Councilman DePew suggested that Deputy Supervisor Farrelly could speak with the Building 

Dept. and get back to him as to what is happening on this issue. 

     Councilwoman Delgado asked if Mr. Doubrava had called the Police? 

     Mr. Doubrava stated yes, he had called the police, but he wanted to know if this use should be 

allowed on this property? 

     Councilwoman Delgado stated that she thought this issue was before the Planning Board. 

     Councilman DePew asked that Mr. Doubrava give him his phone number and address and he would 

get back to him with some answers.   

     Mr. Doubrava stated that he spoke to the Police around 10:20 PM and the music was very loud, then 

they had a bon-fire and people were still yelling and making a lot of noise.  He stated that he met with 

Tom, from the Planning Board and was told there was no site plan for events, only a site plan for the Bed 

& Breakfast.  He stated that no actual farming is happening; everything is all over-grown.  On the 

internet it states that the trees are all sold out and then they are booking for weddings every weekend.  

You cannot even walk between the trees it is so over-grown and they are certainly not harvesting any 

food to be used at these weddings, as they said they were doing.  He stated that he had company over 

the weekend at his house and they could not even sit outside on the deck due to the noise.    He stated 

that the area residents were here three years ago and are still waiting for something to be done.  He 

stated that he thought the Town Board was going to pass some sort of ordinance about this issue. 

     Deputy Supervisor Farrelly stated that he and the rest of the Town Board had received a memo that 

was given to them by the Chief of Police concerning noise situations.  He read the memo, that was 

issued to all police officers, “that stated that all Officers dispatched to a call for a noise Ordinance 

Complaint will respond with the noise meter and a reading is to be taken from the property line of the 

alleged violator’s property line whenever possible.   If there is a violation as per the Town’s Ordinance 

and the Plattekill Police Department’s Policy, an Appearance Ticket will be issued to the violator.” 

     Mr. Doubrava stated that an Officer did respond, however he did not see a noise meter.  That doesn’t 

mean the Officer did not have a meter, he was just saying that he did not see one when he was talking 

to the Officer. 

     Mr. Marinesco stated that this is not only about the noise.  It is an event.  Can he have 300 people at 

an event, every week, on his property? 

     Mr. Doubrava stated that there is also the diesel buses and the hollering and partying.  It is a farm 

that is not a farm.  Why is there an exemption for him when he is not farming?  

     Deputy Supervisor Farrelly stated that the Town does not get much help from Ag & Markets on these 

types of situations.   

     Mr. Doubrava stated that he can understand that, as their purpose is to assist farmers.  That is what 

the problem is.  There is supposed to be food used from this farm to feed the people attending the 

weddings.  There is no food from this farm.  It is not a legit farm.  The goal here is to have people come 

in and have events and make money. 
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     Mr. Doubrava stated that he spoke to Diana, the owner of the property, and she told him that she 

had taken him to court and all charges against him were dropped.  He is leasing the property to hold 

weddings.  He stated that they are all taxpayers too and if he were following all the rules, then great, 

there would not be a problem, but he is thumbing his nose at all of us and doing whatever he pleases.  

He stated that there has been an event every weekend.  A tent goes up for the weekend and then it is 

taken down at the beginning of the week.  Then a new tent gets put up for the following weekend and 

this just goes on and on. 

     Mr. Gilbert stated that when people do come to pick apples, there are no signs to tell them where to 

stop.  He finds people on his property and it is a liability for him.  What if someone were to get hurt? 

     Mr. Doubrava stated that they were all told a fence would be going up and other noise remediation 

remedies, but nothing has been done.  He stated that there was a map drawn, but once he got 

information from Ag & Markets he said he can do whatever he wants and is thumbing his nose at all of 

us. 

     Mr. Marinesco stated that he was sure Ag. & Markets has no idea what is going on here. 

     Councilman Putnam stated that he thought he had to file paperwork that he is a farm. 

     Mr. Doubrava stated yes, once a year he would have to show how much he has earned from the sale 

of his produce.  If you say you are a farm, but you are not, how can you get coverage with Ag & 

Markets?   

     Deputy Supervisor Farrelly stated that the Supervisor was speaking with some representatives from 

Ag & Markets this evening and hopefully he will come back with some information that will help.  

     There was discussion that to be a farm, there has to be a “disposition of crops” form with how much 

he made on what type of crop. 

     Mr. Doubrava stated that he did file a FOIL Request, but did not receive any information. 

     Mr. Gilbert stated that he did get a copy and the first time he filed was in 2011 and he has filed 

sporadically since then.  He did not file in 2015 or 2016.  He stated that he has to sell all his apples in 2 

weeks because he does not have any way to store them.  He stated that if he is selling the apples, then 

that is consumer fraud.  He is marketing the trees. 

     Deputy Supervisor Farrelly stated that all he can hope for is that the Supervisor will come back with 

some good information for us to use.  He stated that the problem is that the Town has basically had 

their hands tied. 

     Mr. Doubrava stated that if it will help, he will file legally against him.  Maybe that will get some 

action going.  He stated he would do whatever it takes.  He too stated that he did not think Ag & 

Markets understands the entire situation.  He stated that his orchards are burned out by scabs and 

disease and are completely unmanaged.  You can’t even walk down between the rows.  It is obscene 

that he can hide under the Ag & Markets law.   

     Mr. Doubrava stated that he appreciated the Town Boards time, but we need to do something soon. 

     Deputy Supervisor Farrelly stated that he was hoping Mr. Croce will come home with something and 

the Town Board can speak with the Planning Board about their approval on this matter. 

     Councilman Putnam stated, then he would have to turn in paperwork to our Assessor also. 

     Mr. Doubrava stated yes, he has to prove that he has sold his produce from the farm. 



                                                                                                                                                                 10/18/2017 
 

5 
 

     Mr. Marinesco gave the Town Board a copy of Ag & Markets Law in regards to “Marketing Activities 

(e.g. Wedding Receptions, Parties and Special Events) “.  He stated that there are forms that have to be 

filled out by the Farm on a yearly basis. 

      There were no further comments or questions from the Public. 

*    Deputy Supervisor Farrelly made a motion to close the Public Input section of the meeting at 7:40 

PM. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 1 – POLICE MONTHLY REPORT – SEPTEMBER 2017 

     Councilman DePew read the Police Dept. Monthly Report for September 2017.  He read that there 

were 228 service related calls with 96 tickets issued.  He read that 44 of the tickets were issued on 

Quaker Street and 21 tickets were issued on Plattekill Ardonia Road as a result of the detour and 

complaints of speeding.  He read that the Police will continue to be visible on all areas where complaints 

are made due to the detour. 

     Councilman DePew did not read the Arrest Blotter and reminded everyone that this complete report 

was available from the Town Clerk’s Office. 

     Councilman DePew continued reading the Detective Report which stated that they worked 5 cases of 

Petit Larceny, 1 case of Possession of Stolen Property, 1 case of Structure Fire, 1 case of Grand Larceny, 

1 case of Harassment, 1 case of Forcible Touching and 1 Burglary.  They closed 2 cases of Harassment 

and 1 Burglary case. 

     Councilman DePew finished reading the report giving the condition of the vehicles with most being in 

either good or fair condition.   

 

SECTION 2 – DOG CONTROL MONTHLY REPORT – SEPTEMBER 2017 

     Councilman Putnam read the Dog Control Officer’s Monthly Report for September 2017.  He read 

that there were 26 calls this month including 8 calls to service from the Plattekill PD, the State Police or 

the Ulster County Sherriff’s Dept.  He read that Mr. McKee responded to 4 active complaints which are 

now closed or resolved, there are currently 2 open cases that have been addressed but are still ongoing, 

1 stray dog was impounded, no tickets were issued, there were 2 dog bite cases reported and there is 

currently 1 dangerous dog case in the Plattekill Justice Court. 

 

SECTION 3 – BUILDING DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT – SEPTEMBER 2017 

     Councilwoman Delgado read the Building Dept. Monthly Report for September 2017.  She read that 

there were 28 permits issued, 7 Violations with 1 Violation Closed, 2 Complaints with 1 Complaint 

Closed, 14 Municipal Searches, 20 CC & C of O’s issued and there were 82 inspections done which 

included complaints, building, violations, fire safety and C of O’s & C of  C’s.  These numbers do not 

include returning phone calls and residents coming in for assistance with codes, building permits and 

Zoning & subdivision issues. 
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SECTION 4 – ASSESSOR MONTHLY REPORT – SEPTEMBER 2017 

     Councilwoman Delgado read the Assessor’s Monthly Report for September 2017.  She read that there 

were 42 Transfers, 4 Foreclosures, 14 Armslength Transactions, 3 Vacant Property, 11 Residential, 1 

Commercial and 0 Mobile Homes.   

 

SECTION 5 – RECREATION MONTHLY REPORT 

     Deputy Supervisor Farrelly read the Recreation Monthly Report.  He read that the Budget for next 

year was set and the Recreation Dept. came in under budget for this year. 

     Deputy Supervisor Farrelly read that Plattekill Day at Rocking Horse Ranch was a success and we are 

looking forward to doing this again in the Spring of 2018.  He read that the Fall Sports would be starting 

on November 8th with Basketball on Wednesdays and Soccer on Thursdays.  These programs will be held 

in the gym of the Plattekill Elementary School and will run for 10 weeks from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM. 

     Deputy Supervisor Farrelly finished by reading that the Halloween Event at Hurds Farm was set for 

this coming Saturday, Oct. 21, 2017 at 1:00 PM.  There will be a Halloween Parade followed by a Candy 

Hunt at 1:30 and then Plattekill residents will be able to stay and enjoy all Hurds Farm has to offer for 

the rest of the afternoon.  He read that local students will be volunteering to receive 2 hours of 

community service. 

 

SECTION 6 – BUILDINGS & GROUNDS MONTHLY REPORT – SEPTEMBER 15TH TO OCTOBER 16TH, 2017 

     Deputy Supervisor Farrelly read the Buildings & Grounds Monthly Report.  He read that new lighting 

was installed in the Court area along with reinstallation of the stairs to the Court bench and repair of the 

Court fax line.  There were AED signs installed in the Town Hall and Highway Garage and there was work 

done at the Police Station to relocate a window, install a gutter drain, remove grass from around the A/C 

unit, install a protection column, repair a flag light and continue to work on the framing in the new 

addition. 

 

SECTION 7 – SET PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR 2018 BUDGET 

     The Town Board set a Public Hearing Date for the review of the 2018 Town Preliminary Budget on 

November 8, 2017 at 7:00 PM at the Plattekill Town Hall. 

     The Town Clerk was asked to put a Legal Notice in the Town Newspaper announcing this special 

meeting. 

 

SECTION 8 – APPOINTMENT OF ZONING BOARD MEMBER 

*    Councilman DePew made a motion to re-appoint Mr. Wilfredo Castillo to the Zoning Board of 

Appeals for a term to expire December 31, 2024. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 9 – RESIGNATION OF TRANSFER STATION ATTENDANT 

     Deputy Supervisor Farrelly stated that the Town has received a resignation letter from Mr. Vincent 

Pineiro who has been working for the Transfer Station on Thursdays and Fridays.  He has given in his 

resignation stating that he will stay on until we find a replacement. 
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*    Councilman DePew made a motion to authorize the Town Clerk to advertise for this open position in 

the Town Newspaper, the Southern Ulster Times. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 10 – LETTER FROM CATHOLIC WAR VETERANS 

     Deputy Supervisor Farrelly read a letter from the Officers and members  of the Catholic War Veterans 

Post 386.  They wanted to express their sincerest appreciation for allowing them the use of the Thomas 

Felten Park for their annual Peter LeRose Memorial picnic.  Everyone enjoyed the Park facility as it was 

clean, had large picnic tables and a great kitchen area.  They hoped that in the future we might allow 

them to use the park again. 

     Deputy Supervisor Farrelly stated that it is a great facility and it is nice to know that our Veterans are 

able to use it. 

 

SECTION 11 – VOUCHERS 

*    Councilman DePew made a motion to pay the Voucher Detail Report dated 10/18/2017, which 

includes: the General Fund amount of $ 39,902.64, the Highway Fund amount of $23,144.75 and the 

Trust & Agency amount of $1,161.75 for a total amount of $64,209.14 recognizing that the Audit 

Committee has reviewed the claims and found them acceptable for payment. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 12 – ADJOURNMENT 

*    Councilman DePew made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 PM. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes.  

 

          


