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TOWN OF PLATTEKILL 

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 

August 16, 2017 

SALUTE TO FLAG 

     Supervisor Croce opened the meeting with a salute to the American Flag. 

 

ROLL CALL 

     The following Town Board Members were present: 

   Supervisor Croce 

   Councilman Putnam 

   Councilman Farrelly 

   Councilwoman Delgado 

   Councilman DePew 

 

MINUTES 

*     Supervisor Croce made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes from the July 19, 2017 

and the August 2, 2017 Regular Town Board Meetings. 

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to accept the minutes from the July 19, 2017 Regular Town Board 

Meeting. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to accept the minutes from the August 2, 2017 Regular Town Board 

Meeting. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: Supervisor Croce                          Yes 

                       Councilman Putnam                     Abstained (Absent) 

                       Councilman Farrelly                     Abstained (Absent) 

                       Councilwoman Delgado              Yes 

                       Councilman DePew                      Yes 

 

ADDITIONS 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he had one addition to the evening’s agenda.  The Town Clerk has 

received notification from the Department of State that the Solar Energy Law, that was adopted on July 

19, 2017, was filed on August 1, 2017.  This means that the law is now considered in effect and we can 

remove the Moratorium that was adopted in July. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to adopt the following resolution: 
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                                                  RESOLUTION #14 OF 2017 

TOWN OF PLATTEKILL 

REMOVE SOLAR MORATORIUM  

     Supervisor Croce made a motion to adopt the following resolution: 

     WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill saw a need to up-grade the Town Zoning Code as 

it relates to the installation of solar energy facilities within the Town, and  

     WHEREAS, the Town Board decided to adopt a Moratorium on Solar Energy Facilities to be in effect 

until the new Zoning Code could be drafted and adopted, and  

     WHEREAS, the Solar Energy Committee, set up by the Supervisor, did draft the local law which was 

sent to the Ulster County Planning Board for comments, and  

     WHEREAS, the Town Board did SEQR on this local law and held a Public Hearing on July 19, 2017 

where all comments were received, and  

     WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill did adopt said Local Law #3 entitled Solar Energy 

Law on July 19, 2017 which was filed with the Secretary of State on August 1, 2017, 

     NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill, Ulster County, New 

York, hereby removes the moratorium that was adopted on July 7, 2017 with an expiration date of 

September 7, 2017, at this earlier date of August 16, 2017.  

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote:                                         Yes               No               Abstain               Absent 

Supervisor Croce                                  X 

Councilman Putnam                            X 

Councilman Farrelly                            X 

Councilwoman Delgado                     X 

Councilman DePew                             X 

 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he wanted to thank everyone again, who had helped in the process of 

drafting this local law.  It was a team effort and we all got the job done. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he would send a letter to the Code Enforcement Officers letting them 

know that the Moratorium has been removed. 

 

PUBLIC INPUT 

     Mr. Tom Wilkin, a member of the Town Planning Board, stated that he wanted to read a portion of 

New York State Law that authorizes the Planning Board to hire their own clerk.  He stated that he was 

referring to the last item on this evening’s agenda, where the Town Board was going to discuss the 

current clerk who has stated that she is retiring from her position at the end of September.   

     Mr. Wilkin read the section and stated again that it was the Planning Board, not the Town Board, that 

has authorization to hire a new clerk. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he would prefer that Mr. Wilkin put his comments in writing for the 

Town Board and include a copy of the law he was citing. 
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     Mr. Wilkin stated that he just wanted to let the Town Board know that he felt, according to State 

Law, that the Planning Board should be interviewing and hiring the new Planning Board Clerk. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that the Town Board hires the employees and we will of course take input. 

     Councilman Farrelly asked, if the Planning Board brings someone in for the position and finds out that 

they do not like this person, who would let that person go?  The Planning Board? 

     Mr. Wilkin stated that they would not want to but would probably have to. 

     Councilwoman Delgado asked if Mr. Wilkin was speaking for the Planning Board? 

     Mr. Wilkin stated no, he was just speaking as a concerned citizen. 

     Councilwoman Delgado stated that if the Planning Board feels this way, she would like to have 

something in writing from the Planning Board Chairperson. 

     Councilman DePew stated that he would like to have a copy of what Mr. Wilkins was reading.  He 

asked if he could make some copies and put them in the Town Board’s mailboxes.  He stated that he was 

not really sure what he is saying, as what he is saying seems to contradict what he is reading.  He stated 

that he would like to have the copy of the law to familiarize himself with it before making any decisions. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he had spoken with one of our attorneys and we can get two part time 

employees, one for each Board, if we want to.  He stated that he would be speaking more on this issue 

in the discussion at the end of the agenda.    

     Mr. Castillo stated that he could see the Planning Board doing the interviewing and then suggesting 

people to choose from to the Town Board.  He stated that he felt having one person would be the better 

way to go as this person would then have a better idea of what is going on in each department to 

answer any questions or concerns that might come up between the two Boards. 

     Supervisor Croce explained that currently there are 22 hours allotted to the Planning Board and 18 

hours allotted to the Zoning Board.  That makes one full time position for Mrs. Bolde.  He stated that 

when he first heard that Sue was thinking about leaving, he was wondering if it would be better to go 

back to two separate part time positions.  He stated that he did send a memo to the Chairperson of the 

Planning Board to see if she knew of anyone that would like to take over this position. But ultimately, it 

is the Town Board that hires this person. 

     Councilwoman Delgado stated that she would just like to see whatever suggestions anyone has, be 

put in writing.  She stated that Sue has been here for quite a while and will be sorely missed as she has 

done an excellent job. 

     

     Mr. Wager stated that he has an employee, Mr. Ellis, who will have worked for the Town for 30 years 

as of September 3rd.  He stated that he would like to see some sort of recognition for this employee who 

has been here for so long. 

     The Town Board had a short discussion on several employees who have been with the Town for many 

years and that some of them are still working here. 

 

     There were no further comments or questions from the Public. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to close the Public Input Section of the meeting at 7:26 PM. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 
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SECTION 1 – POLICE DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT – JULY 2017 

     Councilman DePew read the Police Dept. Monthly Report for July 2017.  He read that there were 242 

documented calls for service with 71 traffic tickets issued.  There were 11 motor vehicle accidents 

handled by the PPD with 4 persons reporting injuries. 

     Councilman DePew read that there were 4 larceny cases, 1 grand larceny case and 2 petit larceny 

cases, 1 harassment case, 1 fraud case, 1 domestic violence case, 1 overdose case, 1 sexual abuse case 

and 1 Gang Assault case worked by the Detectives.   

     Councilman DePew read that the Ulster County Stop DWI Advisory Board has voted not to fund the 

Plattekill Police Department’s request for DWI Funds for 2018, Officer Michael Brenner was issued two 

Commendations for Excellent Police Duty and the Red, White and Blue Celebration was held without any 

incidents. 

     Councilman DePew finished the report by reading the interior and exterior conditions of the police 

vehicles. 

     There was a short discussion on why the Town of Plattekill would not be receiving DWI funding in 

2018 and it was suggested that the Supervisor should contact the Chief to see why and if there were 

others also not receiving funding. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that the Department had received funding for the purchase of new vests and 

Tasers. 

 

SECTION 2 – BUILDING DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT – JULY 2017 

     Supervisor Croce read the Building Dept. Monthly Report for July 2017.  He read that there were 31 

permits issued, 3 violations issued, 0 violations closed, 4 complaints taken, 1 complaint closed, 2 

complaints to violations, 11 Municipal Searches done, 12 CC & C of O’s given, and 85 inspections of 

complaints, building, violations, fire safety and C of O’s and C of C’s.  These numbers do not include 

returning phone calls and residents coming in for assistance with codes, building permits and zoning and 

subdivision issues. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that while he was on this subject, he wanted to remind everyone that the 

Town Hall renovations would be starting this weekend and the Town Hall building will be closed to the 

public next week.  He stated that after these renovations are done, he would like to start a discussion on 

possibly moving the Historian’s Office to another location and allowing the Assessor/Building Dept. use 

of that office area.  When Court is in session, residents have to come into the courtroom to get to the 

Assessor/Building Dept. window.  It has been suggested to have the window across from the mailboxes 

so that residents would not have to enter the courtroom.   

     Councilwoman Delgado suggested that we alert Mr. Dougherty to the situation and have him do a 

sketch of what he thinks might work. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he would like to wait until the current project is done before discussing 

this any further.  He just felt that it was something they could start thinking about. 

     Mrs. Morse commented that the Historian has a lot of items in her office and she would like to see 

them stay in the possession of the Town Historian.  She did not feel that these items should be given to 

the Historical Society or any other organization. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he would just like to see these items displayed somewhere where 

people can see them instead of being piled up in a locked room.   
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SECTION 3 – DOG CONTROL MONTHLY REPORT – JULY 2017 

     Supervisor Croce read the Dog Control Monthly Report for July 2017.  He read that there were 11 

calls this month with 5 calls to service from the Plattekill PD, the State Police and the Ulster County 

Sherriff’s Dept.  The report stated that Mr. McKee responded to 2 active complaints which are now 

closed, 2 open cases that have been addressed but are ongoing or un-resolved, impounded 1 stray dog, 

transferred 1 unclaimed stray dog to the UC SPCA, issued appearance tickets citing 16 Ag & Markets Law 

violations and reported 1 dog bite.  There is also 1 dangerous dog case in the Justice Court and 1 

dangerous dog investigation open. 

 

SECTION 4 – RECREATION REPORT FOR AUGUST 2017 

     Supervisor Croce stated that Ms. Doland was present this evening to go over her report. 

     Ms. Doland stated that Summer Camp went well with no major issues or injuries.  She stated that she 

was currently looking for a new bus company for the 2018 season as she was not comfortable with the 

bus company that they have been using.  She stated that the current company had been bought-out by 

another company and there were several issues that she had with the drivers they were sending.  She 

stated that she would like to hire a different company for next year.   

     Ms. Doland also stated that taking one payment for camp registration and another for the trips the 

first day of camp, did not work.  There were some parents who did not pay the first day and it took over 

two weeks to get them to come up with the payment.  She would suggest putting the cost of the trips in 

with the registration as one entire amount. 

     There was discussion on having the same 2 payment system, but making the second payment, for the 

trips, also due before camp started.  This way a child would not be able to start camp without having 

both fees paid. 

     Councilman DePew asked how many children were repeat campers?  He would think that many of 

the same children come year after year. 

     Ms. Doland stated yes, about 70% are children who have been to camp the year before. 

     Councilman DePew stated that he would think that she could start collecting the fees sooner, maybe 

at the beginning of the year.  This way they could be paid well in advance. 

     Councilwoman Delgado stated yes, and maybe we could do two payments; half and half. 

     Ms. Doland stated that she did start in March this year.  That is three months before camp started.  

She stated that she could start in September at Plattekill Day if that is what they wanted. 

     Councilman Farrelly stated that he could not see why people who have children and know that they 

will want them to go to camp next year, can’t plan ahead and put money away or why they can’t take 

out money on a charge card and then pay it back.  In this day, there are a lot of financial options to take 

advantage of.   

     Councilman Putnam stated yes, and if Ms. Doland can let people know how much it will be in 

September for next year, they can start to budget their finances to cover the cost. 

     Councilman DePew stated that he felt it was a tough situation for some parents.  He was thinking that 

having two payments would help them afford it. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that if we were to take two payments, they should be 50% and 50%.  This 

would make it a little easier to keep track of and if a parent did not make the second half payment, we 
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would only have to refund the first half.  Remember this could be a nightmare for our bookkeeper who 

will have to keep track of all this.   

     Councilman DePew stated that he was in favor of having one cost.  Camp is everything, every day.  

Not camp on some days and trips on another.  If you go to camp, it includes everything. It is all a part of 

camp.  He stated that he felt it was the responsibility of the parents who want to send their kids to 

camp, to budget the money for them to go.  They are responsible for figuring out their finances. 

     The Town Board agreed that Ms. Doland could do half payments, if she wanted to. 

     Ms. Doland stated that she would try to get the bus company issue settled soon so she could have a 

definite amount to give to parents in a flyer on Plattekill Day.   

     Supervisor Croce suggested that she could get the amount out on Facebook also since she has a 

camper following in that media.  He suggested that she say we are trying to make it easier for the 

parents to prepare for next year. 

     Ms. Doland continued reading her report about Plattekill Day at Rocking Horse Ranch that is 

scheduled for October 15, 2017, she is preparing programs for Fall and Winter Sports and she is also 

working on setting up the Halloween Event. 

     There was a short discussion on the waiting list that Ms. Doland referred to in her report for Rocking 

Horse Ranch. 

     Ms. Doland stated that she had about nine families that came to purchase tickets for the spring event 

at Rocking Horse Ranch, but they were all taken.  These nine families will be given first choice to four 

tickets per family.  This means that 36 of the 150 tickets available may be sold already.  There are still 

plenty of other tickets for other families. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he wanted to say again that he feels Ms. Doland is doing a great job and 

“Kudos” to her for setting all these programs up for the community.   

     Councilman Putnam stated that he liked the pictures that Ms. Doland put on Facebook during Camp.  

He enjoyed seeing all that they were doing.        

 

SECTION 5 – ASSESSOR MONTHLY REPORT – JULY 2017 

     Supervisor Croce stated that the Assessor Monthly Report for July 2017 has only zeros.  He stated 

that he spoke to Mr. Sabia and he stated that he was too busy and did not get the information together 

for the month of July.   

     Councilman DePew stated that he seems to have been doing a report every other month since the 

beginning of the year.  Is he going to keep doing this?  We are not getting monthly reports. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he would have to speak with Mr. Sabia to get an answer to his question.  

He stated that he knew Mr. Sabia was busy with work in his office and had attended some training 

classes.  

 

SECTION 6 – BUILDINGS & GROUNDS MONTHLY REPORT – JULY 2017 

     Supervisor Croce stated that we did not receive a report for July from the Buildings & Grounds Dept.  

We will look for this report next month. 
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SECTION 7 – SECURITY CAMERAS – ELECTION DAY 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he had spoken to Mr. Tom Turco about the security cameras in the 

meeting room.  His response is that we could just turn off the security cameras on the day of the 

election. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he is aware that Councilman DePew would also like the cameras covered 

as well as turning them off and he has spoken to Buildings & Grounds who have assured him that they 

will find a way to cover the cameras that day. 

 

SECTION 8 – CENSUS REPORT 

     Councilwoman Delgado stated that she met with Supervisor Croce to fill out the paperwork for the 

census “review of addresses” project.  She stated that one of their requirements is that this project, 

including any paperwork or computer work, is not available to the general public.  It cannot be FOIL’ed 

by anyone and the computer she will be using can only be viewed by a select few. 

     Councilwoman Delgado stated that the way this program works is that the Town sends in the 

information and the Town will receive the packet from the Census Bureau. There will be some seminars 

that she will be able to attend starting in September or October.  What we are doing is setting up for the 

future census by providing them with parcels and addresses that they will then use to do the census. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that once they get started on this project, they can keep the rest of the  

Town Board updated on how the project is progressing.  He wanted to thank Councilwoman Delgado 

again for taking on this project and to Councilman DePew for offering to help.   

 

SECTION 9 – EAGLE SCOUT SIGN – FELTEN PARK 

     Supervisor Croce showed the Town Board what the Eagle Scout had submitted as the new design for 

the Thomas Felten Park sign for his Eagle Scout project.   

     The Town Board stated that at the last meeting they had requested the “Town of Plattekill” portion 

be larger than the “Thomas Felten Park” portion.   

     Councilman DePew stated that he would suggest reversing the font on the “Town of Plattekill” 

portion with the “Thomas Felten Community Park” portion.  He stated that he would like to see several 

variations instead of just one. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he would contact the Scout doing the project and ask for some more 

suggestions. 

 

SECTION 10 – PLANNING/ZONING BOARD CLERK – RETIRING 

     Supervisor Croce explained that he has received notification from Mrs. Sue Bolde that she will be 

retiring at the end of September 2017.  He stated that the Town Board will need to decide if we should 

try to hire two different people or one person to take over this position. 

     Supervisor Croce explained that Mrs. Bolde currently works 22 hours for the Planning Board and 18 

hours for the Zoning Board of Appeals.  She does receive two separate checks, which means that we 

could decide to hire two part time people, if we chose to do so, without changing the way the 

bookkeeping is done. 
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     Councilman Farrelly stated that he felt it would be better to have one person for the two Boards.  If 

someone is sent to the ZBA, by the Planning Board, for a variance or other matter, the clerk may be able 

to answer questions or relate why there was an issue with the Planning Board.   

     Councilman Putnam stated that he also felt one person would be better. 

     Councilwoman Delgado stated that she would want to hear from the Planning Board Chairperson 

before making a decision. 

     There was a short discussion on the salary that would be paid to this new person and there was an 

overall consensus that the new person would start at a lower salary than the current person.  It was 

decided that the help wanted ad should state the salary would be based on “experience & expertise” 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he would also check the see what the Union Contract states on this 

matter. 

     Supervisor Croce asked the Town Clerk to put a help wanted ad in the local newspaper so that the 

Town Board can get started on obtaining applications.  It would be a good idea to have someone coming 

into the position before Mrs. Bolde leaves. 

 

SECTION 11 – VOUCHERS 

*    Councilman DePew made a motion to pay the Voucher Detail Report dated 8/11/2017, which 

includes: the General Fund amount of $ 12,769.14, the Highway Fund amount of $246,318.99 and the 

Trust & Agency amount of $1,735.25 for a total amount of $260,823.38 recognizing that the Audit 

Committee has reviewed the claims and found them acceptable for payment.  

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 12 – ADJOURNMENT 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:22 PM 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

 

 

       

      


