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TOWN OF PLATTEKILL 

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 

July 5, 2017 

Time: 7:00 PM 

 

SALUTE TO FLAG 

     Supervisor Croce opened the meeting with a salute to the American Flag. 

 

ROLL CALL 

     The following Town Board Members were present: 

   Supervisor Croce 

   Councilman Putnam 

   Councilwoman Delgado 

   Councilman DePew  

     Councilman Farrelly was absent. 

 

MINUTES 

*     Supervisor Croce made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes from the June 7th & June 

21st , 2017 Regular Town Board Meetings. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

*      Supervisor Croce made a motion to accept the minutes from the June 7th, 2017 Regular Town Board 

Meeting.  

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to accept the minutes from the June 21st, 2017 Regular Town Board 

Meeting.  

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

ADDITIONS 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he had two additions for this evening’s agenda; a resolution for the 

Bathroom & Waste Line Repair Project and a letter from Chief Ryan. 

 

1)Letter From Chief Ryan: 

     Supervisor Croce read a letter from our Police Chief, Joe Ryan.  The letter stated that the Chief was 

anticipating driver frustration with the detour route due to the closing of Rt. 32 for the installation of a 

new bridge over the Thruway in the southern Plattekill area.  A speed notification trailer has been put on 

the detour route of Forest Road to educate motorists of their speed.  The letter further stated that he 

was directing all units to spend more time on Forest Road, Church Street, Quaker Street, Freetown Road 

and Plattekill-Ardonia Road as these are likely routes to bypass the bridge closure.  Increased police 
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presence will help to reduce speed infractions and may prevent accidents and injuries to pedestrians 

and motorists. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he felt the Chief and his staff were on top of the situation and law 

enforcement is going to be a major part in this project.  He stated that he felt it was good to set the tone 

at the beginning of this project, letting people know that speeding will not be tolerated.  He stated that 

he had asked for the County to mow and re-stripe the roadways so that there should be no problems.   

     Councilwoman Delgado stated that she noticed the County cleaning up on Plattekill-Ardonia Road 

too.  They have mowed and cleaned out the gutters and did a really good job getting the road ready for 

an increase in traffic. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that they had asked for more funding to cover the extra police patrols and 

did receive some funding, but not what was asked for.  He stated that he feels the Town has gone to 

great lengths to prepare for this project and we have attended many meetings.  We are trying to make 

the best of a bad situation.  We will just have to work around this and hope it is done on time. 

 

PUBLIC INPUT 

     Councilwoman Delgado stated that she had contacted Lt. Smith and thanked him for taking over the 

operation of the Police Dept. while Chief Ryan was out on leave and she also wanted to mention it 

publicly at a meeting.  She stated that she realizes it is his job to fill in for the Chief when he is away, 

however he went above and beyond and she appreciates the extra time he put in to keep the 

department running smoothly. 

     Supervisor Croce stated yes, he too felt the Lieutenant did a great job. 

 

     A reporter for the Wallkill Valley Times asked about roadwork that was going on at the corner of Rt. 32 

and Forest Road. 

     Supervisor Croce explained that Forest Road was the designated detour for anyone going south on 

Rt. 32 towards Newburgh and south so they are also fixing the entrance on to Forest Road for the trucks 

and other traffic having to make that turn onto Forest Road. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that a sign was being put up at the corner of Rt. 32 and Rt. 300 in Newburgh 

to divert traffic heading north of Plattekill to take Rt. 300 and then Forest Road to return back on to Rt.32 

just south of Modena.  Also, there will be a sign for local traffic stating that the local businesses are going 

to remain open and are accessible south of the bridge closure.  Hopefully this will alert drivers that they 

can still take Rt. 32 up until the intersection with Plattekill-Ardonia Road and then they can continue 

north to Rt. 44-55. 

     Councilman Putnam stated that he is hoping motorists realize that there are no shoulders on Forest 

Road.  If there is a fire on the west side of the bridge closure, Plattekill will be responding from the Forest 

Road Station and they may have to pull over to the side of the road to let fire trucks pass by.  The road is 

a two lane road, but there is no extra room on the shoulders of the road for larger vehicles. 

      Supervisor Croce explained that he is on the Modena Fire Dept. and they have something called 

mutual aid with other area Fire Departments.  It has already been set up that when Plattekill gets 

dispatched, the Modena and Cronomer Valley Fire Departments will automatically be dispatched too.    
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     Mrs. Esther Coppola asked if there was anything new in regards to the Library and the purchase of the 

Town building. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that an appraisal was done by the Library and the Town and the Town has 

offered a selling price.  He stated that he did not want to share that price at this time as negotiations are 

still ongoing.  He stated that if the Library does take their offer, then the Town would have to have a 

referendum before they could sell it. 

     Mrs. Coppola asked what the support letter for the Quassaick Creek Watershed was all about.  It is the 

last item on the agenda. 

     Supervisor Croce explained that the Town of Plattekill was an associate member of the Quassaick Creek 

Watershed Alliance and that this Alliance is looking into obtaining a grant to create a Microplastic Citizen 

Science and Education Program in the Quassaick Creek Watershed.  This project would deal with how 

plastic, in our environment and specifically the Quassaick Creek Watershed, has the potential to harm fish 

and other wildlife and the environment.   

     Supervisor Croce stated that the Town Board will be looking at approving a letter of support from the 

Town of Plattekill for this project.  Also, this letter, and program if they receive the grant, will be a good 

addition on the Town MS4 yearly report.  We are encouraged to have an outreach program for our 

residents and this program can be used to show that we are trying to educate our residents. 

     Mrs. Coppola asked if this project would have any effect on the beavers living in the Watershed? 

     Supervisor Croce stated no, he did not think that there was a specific reference to the beavers in the 

Watershed. It seems to be generally speaking about the effect of plastics on fish and any wildlife. 

     Mrs. Coppola thanked him for this information and stated that she also wanted to ask County Legislator 

Kevin Roberts, who was present at this meeting, to thank the County Highway Employees for doing such a 

good job on the County roads in Plattekill.  They have been doing a great job and she appreciates their 

efforts. 

     Mr. Roberts stated that he would convey her complements to the County Highway Dept. 

     Mr. Roberts stated that he also wanted to thank the Town Board for getting involved with the bridge-

closure project, in its early stages, to alert residents and for getting the local roads ready for the increase 

in traffic.   When we all work together, we can get things done.  He stated that he did try to work with the 

County Executive to get the crash gate to allow the Plattekill Fire Dept. to enter on the east side of the 

Thruway, at the end of Firehouse Road, however it is a federal roadway and we are told it will take about a 

year to get it approved.  So we are still working on that for later.  He stated that he just wanted to say 

thank you, to the Town Board, for all of their support.  

   

     Supervisor Croce asked if there were any further comments or questions from the public. 

     There were no further comments or questions. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to close the Public Input Section of the meeting at 7:25 PM. 

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 1 – SOLAR LAW UPDATE 

     Supervisor Croce explained that he had set up a committee of people to meet on the 1st and 3rd 

Tuesdays of the month to discuss new Zoning Codes to regulate Solar Energy Facilities within the Town.  
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He stated that a local law has been drafted and it has been reviewed by our Engineer, our Attorney and 

also by the Ulster County Planning Board.   

     Supervisor Croce stated that the Town Board will be holding a Public Hearing at the next regular Town 

Board Meeting on July 19th at 7:00 PM and we will be listening to comments and concerns from residents 

and companies who are looking to locate a Solar Energy Facility within the Town of Plattekill.  He stated 

that those comments and concerns will then be taken into account and he is looking forward to adopting 

this local law within the next month or so. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that most other Towns are also working on adopting new codes to cover solar 

facilities projects. He stated that he did not feel it was appropriate to allow five or ten or more acre - 

facilities to locate anywhere they want in Town.  There needs to be some restrictions as to where these 

facilities can be located. 

 

SECTION 2 – REPAIR TO POLICE STATION ROOF 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he had received a memo from Mr. Wager, the Facilities Manager, 

indicating that he had obtained price quotes for replacing a portion of the Police Station Roof.  The memo 

stated that the lowest price came from Lapenna Contracting at a cost of $5,785.00 which also included 

replacing the shingles on the cupola.  A new drip edge, flashing, felt paper and ice and water shield would 

also be included in this price.  There would be an increase of labor and material if any plywood or roofing 

wood is found rotten or compromised and has to be replaced.  The Town would be supplying a highway 

truck for the disposal of roof waste at our transfer station. 

     Supervisor Croce explained that he had a resolution that the Town Board would have to adopt to pay 

for this project out of the General Fund Building, Equipment, Repair and Facilities Reserve fund.  He stated 

that he would like to estimate the maximum total cost of $8,000.00, just in case there are some overages 

for rotted plywood and extra labor.  This resolution will be subject to a permissive referendum. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to adopt the following Resolution #13: 

 RESOLUTION #13 

TOWN OF PLATTEKILL TOWN BOARD 

 AUTHORIZATION OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR  

THE PLATTEKILL POLICE STATION ROOF REPAIR 

 

       IT IS RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill to (a) make the determination that the 

roof of the Plattekill Police Station is in need of repair; (b) authorize that the repair of the roof of the 

Plattekill Police Station will be completed at the estimated maximum cost of $8,000.00; and (c) 

authorize, subject to a permissive referendum, the expenditure of the maximum amount of $8,000.00 

from the General Fund Building, Equipment, Repair and Facilities Reserve Fund to pay for such work. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote:                                                    Yes               No               Abstain               Absent 

Supervisor Croce                                              X 

Councilman Putnam                                        X 

Councilman Farrelly                                                                                                                   X 

Councilwoman Delgado                                 X 

Councilman DePew                                         X 
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SECTION 3 – REPAIR TO TOWN HALL BATHROOMS & WASTE LINE RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT 

     Supervisor Croce explained that the Town Board would also have to adopt a resolution to pay for the 

Bathroom & Waste Line Project that was approved at a previous meeting.  The funding for this project 

will also be from the General Fund Building, Equipment, Repair and Facilities Reserve Fund and 

therefore this resolution will be subject to a permissive referendum. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to adopt the following Resolution #12: 

 RESOLUTION #12 

TOWN OF PLATTEKILLTOWN BOARD 

AUTHORIZATION OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR  

TOWN HALL BATHROOMS AND WASTELINE RECONSTRUCTION 

     IT IS RESOLVED by the Town of Plattekill Town Board to (a) determine that the reconstruction of the 

Town Hall bathrooms and waste line is a SEQR Type II Action; (b) authorize the construction of the Town 

Hall bathrooms and waste line, pursuant to plans and specifications approved by the Board, at the 

estimated maximum cost of $25,000.00; and (c) authorize, subject to a permissive referendum, the 

expenditure of the maximum amount of $25,000.00 from the General Fund Building, Equipment, Repair 

and Facilities Reserve Fund to pay for such work. 

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On the vote:                                                    Yes               No               Abstain               Absent 

Supervisor Croce                                              X 

Councilman Putnam                                        X 

Councilman Farrelly                                                                                                                    X 

Councilwoman Delgado                                  X 

Councilman DePew                                           

 

SECTION 4 – FELTEN PARK SIGN – EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT 

     Supervisor Croce shared a copy of the lettering for the sign that was being proposed by the Boy Scout 

doing the Eagle Scout Project at the Town Park. The lettering would either be in green or black print and the 

suggested lettering read “Town of Plattekill” in smaller lettering at the top with “Felten Park” in larger 

lettering in the middle and “Community Park” in smaller lettering below that.  Then there was the Town 

Logo off to the side at the very bottom. 

     The Town Board discussed the color and decided that even though they liked the green color, the black 

letters would stand out much better. 

     Supervisor Croce then asked if the Town Board liked the “font” size.  He stated that he felt the “Town of 

Plattekill” should be larger and the rest of the lettering should be a little smaller. 

     The Town Board agreed and asked the Supervisor to contact the Boy Scout to obtain a new printout with 

the Town of Plattekill in larger letters and the rest of the sign in smaller letters. 

 

SECTION 5 – ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MEMO – NEW VICE-CHAIRPERSON 

     Supervisor Croce read a memo from the Zoning Board stating that they had chosen a new Vice-

Chairperson, Mrs. Pearl “Sis” Morse.  The former Vice-Chairperson left this position as his family moved out 

of Town.      
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     Supervisor Croce read a second memo that was received from the Zoning Board of Appeals asking for 

authorization that Mr. Castillo, Ms. Loertscher, Mrs. Morse and Mr. Egan attend training that was being 

sponsored by the Association of Towns.  The training would cost $80.00 per person and they would be 

traveling to Poughkeepsie on August 7th, 2017.  The class would be from 8:30 AM to 3:45 PM. 

*    Councilman DePew made a motion to authorize that ZBA members Mr. Castillo, Ms. Loertscher, Mrs. 

Morse and Mr. Egan attend the Association of Towns Training in Poughkeepsie, NY on August 7th, 2017 at a 

total cost of $320.00. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 6 – SUPPORT LETTER FOR QUASSAICK CREEK WATERSHED 

     Supervisor Croce explained that he had been contacted by the Quassaick Creek Water Alliance asking for 

the Town of Plattekill’s support to apply for a New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation – Local 

Stewardship Planning Grant.  He stressed that the Town would not have to spend any money as they are 

looking for a letter of support to apply for funding from the State.  The Alliance would like to fund a 

Microplastic Citizen Science and Education Program in the Quassaick Creek Watershed.  The program would 

fund the on-going efforts to protect and restore the water quality and quantity, recreational values and 

biodiversity of the Quassaick Creek and its tributaries.   

     Supervisor Croce stated that by supporting this application, the Town would be able to include this 

program in the annual MS-4 Report that the Town has to file with the DEC each year.   

     The Town Board reviewed the letter and decided that the Supervisor should forward it to the DEC for 

inclusion in the application for the Watershed Alliance. 

*    Councilwoman Delgado made a motion to authorize the Supervisor to sign and send this letter of 

support to Commissioner Basil Seggos at the NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 7 – VOUCHERS 

*     Councilman DePew made a motion to pay the Voucher Detail Report dated 7/5/2017, which 

includes: the General Fund amount of $ 39,463.71, the Highway Fund amount of $3,980.24, the 

Clintondale Light District amount of $656.88, the Modena Light District amount of $1,162.16 for a total 

amount of $45,262.99 recognizing that the Audit Committee has reviewed the claims and found them 

acceptable for payment.  

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 8 – ADJOURNMENT 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:47 PM. 

Councilwoman Delgado and Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

 


