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TOWN OF PLATTEKILL 

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 

June 3, 2015 

Time: 7:00 PM 

 

SALUTE TO FLAG 

     Supervisor Croce opened the meeting with a salute to the American Flag. 

 

ROLL CALL 

     The following Town Board Members were present: 

   Supervisor Croce 

   Councilman Putnam 

   Councilman Farrelly 

   Councilwoman Delgado 

   Councilman DePew 

 

MINUTES 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes from the May 20, 2015 

Regular Town Board Meeting. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to accept the minutes from the May 20, 2015 Regular Town Board 

Meeting. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: Supervisor Croce                        Yes 

                       Councilman Putnam                   Yes 

                       Councilman Farrelly                   Abstained  (Absent) 

                       Councilwoman Delgado            Yes 

          Councilman DePew                    Yes 

 

ADDITIONS 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he had one addition for this evening.  He stated that the Red, White and 

Blue Celebration is coming soon, on July 11, 2015, and the Town Board still has to hire a band to play 

from 5:00 PM until 9:00 PM.   

     The Town Board discussed hiring a local band as was done in the past and also that the Recreation 

Director had obtained price quotes for the Town Board in the past. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that it is the Town Board who has the ultimate say in which band we hire. 

     Councilman DePew stated that he would look around and get some price quotes and if someone had 

a band in mind they should let him know so that he can contact them. 
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     Supervisor Croce thanked Councilman DePew for offering to take on this task. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he was still working on getting price quotes for the fireworks.  He stated 

that the people we have had last year are giving us a quote for this year and he is trying to find another 

company that does smaller displays to give us a quote.  He stated that most companies will not even 

consider giving a quote if it is under $25,000.00. 

     Mrs. Morse suggested that the Mustangs Band might be available. 

 

PUBLIC INPUT 

     Mrs. Tara Fitzpatrick, a resident of the Modena area, stated that she wanted to speak to the Town 

Board again about the issue of applying the current Zoning Laws to what is going on behind her property 

on Rt. 32.  She stated that she can still see the port-a-potties from her back yard and they continue to 

have everything directly behind their home.  They are selling admission tickets, charging activity fees 

and season passes.  She stated that this continues to impact them and their quality of life.  They are no 

less important than the Hurds and they are continuing to do more and more with no regard for their 

situation. 

     Mrs. Fitzpatrick stated that she wanted to know who was going to attend the June 11, 2015 

information meeting that the Town was holding.  She stated that the cow-train and the bouncy pad do 

not have anything to do with Ag. & Markets.  She stated that she realizes that this meeting is not for 

residents to attend, however she would like to see whatever is in writing from this meeting or the power 

point presentation.  She stated that she felt the Town Board should be responsible to take care of this 

situation before it gets any worse. 

     Councilman DePew asked Mrs. Fitzpatrick is she or her husband had ever memorialized their 

complaints with the Building Inspector? 

     Mrs. Fitzpatrick stated that she has wanted to; however the Building Dept. does not have a complaint 

form to fill out. 

     Councilman DePew stated that he has spoken with the Building Inspector about how they keep their 

records.  He stated that they are implementing the new computer system so that the records can be 

readily available.  He stated that he felt she should write her complaint on a piece of paper, submit the 

complaint and get a receipt. 

     Mrs. Fitzpatrick stated that she felt there was a certain amount of trust when someone comes in and 

says something.  She stated that the Building Dept. has seen the minutes over the past year that she has 

been complaining.     She stated that they have also come in several times and have spoken with the 

Supervisor.  She stated that she felt speaking to an official should be enough.  She stated that she and 

her husband had to come in and get a permit to build their porch and the Hurds can just do what they 

want and build a “Gem Mountain” or other facilities and not have to get a permit.  She stated that the 

number of times they have come in should have alerted someone to the existing problem. 

     Mr. Mark Schiba, Tara’s husband, stated that he has reviewed the Town Code and he read Section 32-

13 Recordkeeping which states that the Building Inspector is to keep a permanent official record of 

many items including #6 which states “all complaints received”.  He stated that his complaint was 
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written on a yellow sticky note.  He stated that he also had requested that the Town Board come to his 

house to see what his backyard looks like, but no one has taken the time to come. 

     Councilman DePew stated that this was not true.  He stated that he did obtain his phone number to 

call him and he has pulled in several times but cars were not in the yard. 

     Mr. Schiba and Councilman DePew settled on a meeting time of 10:00 AM tomorrow morning.   

     Councilman DePew stated that he still feels that they should put their complaint in writing and obtain 

a receipt.  This way you will be able to FOIL it and have something to present when speaking about it. 

      

     Mr. Mark Reynolds, a local reporter, asked if there had been any new information pertaining to the 

Liberty View Farm wedding issue? 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he did not have anything to add at this time. 

     Mr. Reynolds asked about the settlement agreement that the Town Board has with AK Farms?   

     Supervisor Croce explained that the Town was taken to court and both parties settled on a 14- year 

agreement that ends this year. There has always been a discrepancy because the agreement date was in 

June and everyone thought that it would end in June, but the Court Settlement states that it is the end 

of this year.  He stated that he did not know what, if any, the options were at this time.  Can the 

agreement be amended or extended?  He stated that he was not sure.  No one has stated that we 

cannot enter into a new agreement.   

     Mr. Reynolds asked again about Liberty View Farm? 

     Supervisor Croce stated that 2 letters were sent by the Planning Board to all parties involved that 

they needed to replenish the escrow account. We cannot take any further action on the situation until 

there is money to cover speaking with the Attorney.  He stated that he has not received a check nor has 

he heard from anyone. 

      Mr. Reynolds asked about a letter stating that they could not do weddings? 

     Supervisor Croce stated that there was a letter that was sent to all parties involved, by the Building 

Inspector, stating that because of the Building Inspector’s letter of determination that stated that 

weddings were not an allowed use, that if they were to hold a wedding, there could be injunctive relief 

sought by the Town or others.   

     Mr. Gilbert, a resident of Palazzo Lane, asked if nothing is done and they don’t come back to replenish 

their escrow, can they still have weddings? 

     Supervisor Croce stated yes, but he would like to think that if that were to happen, that injunctive 

relief would be taken by someone; the Town or someone else.  He stated that that was the way the 

Town Attorney had explained the situation to him.   An injunction is a very long and expensive process. 

      

     Ms. Rose Guarneri wanted to let everyone know that there is a scam going on and she was short 

money in her bank account because someone got her bank number and code.  The bank is telling her 

that someone can get scanned simply by someone walking past you.  They can read your account 

information off of something in your pocket.  She just wanted to let people know to be careful and keep 

checking your accounts for any missing funds.  She stated that her bank is giving her the money back, 

but it is something you don’t expect to have happen to you. 
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     Supervisor Croce stated that it is sad, but it is indicative of the world we live in today. 

     Councilwoman Delgado stated that she asked the bank for a card with a chip in it.  The newer 

“chipped” cards are harder to scan.  You can ask your bank if they can give you the newer card.  This 

might cut down on it happening again.  She stated that you can also get “Life Lock” on your card as 

another option. 

 

     Mr. Willie Castillo stated that he has gone to the Building Dept. with a complaint in the past and he 

also saw the complaint put on a yellow sticky.  He would suggest that the Town Board ask them to get a 

complaint form. 

     Supervisor Croce thanked him for his suggestion. 

     Mrs. Coppola stated that back in the minutes, from many years ago, there was a policy that was 

instituted by the Town Board that complaints had to be written on a piece of paper/form or the Building 

Inspector would not go and look at the situation.   The Building Dept. was receiving calls and messages 

where neighbors were complaining but didn’t want to leave their name and the Building Inspectors 

found themselves running around for frivolous complaints.  Having them written on a form kept this to a 

minimum.  And then the complaints could be filed. 

     The Town Clerk and Councilwoman Delgado both stated that they remembered this situation and it 

was when we had a Code Enforcement Officer and a Building Inspector.  These were separate positions. 

     Councilwoman Delgado stated yes, it would be the Code Enforcement Officer that would write the 

violation tickets, not the Building Inspector. 

     Supervisor Croce thanked Mrs. Coppola for her comments.    

     Mrs. Figueroa suggested that maybe the Building Inspector could come to a Town Board Meeting. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that his understanding of the situation is that the Building Inspector sees or 

someone tells him about a situation and then he will go and check it out.  He can then issue an Order to 

Remedy, if there is a problem, and the person would have 30 days to fix the situation.  If the person 

does not fix the situation, then the Building Inspector can take them to Court to remedy the situation. 

     Mrs. Coppola stated that the reason for her comment was to let the Town Board know that there 

used to be a form for complaints to the Building Dept. 

 

     Mr. Chris O’Brien stated that he had a question about what he read in this week’s newspaper about 

the Planning Board and the Zoning Board.  Are these Planning Board and Zoning Board people 

appointed? 

     Supervisor Croce explained that there are 7 members on the Planning Board and 7 members on the 

Zoning Board.  The members are appointed by the Town Board and each year one person is replaced or 

reappointed. 

     Mr. O’Brien asked if there was any form or process for making a complaint about them? 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he has had some complaints and he usually speaks to the Chairperson of 

the particular Board and have them address the problem.  He asked Mr. O’Brien if he had ever attended 

a Planning Board meeting? 

     Mr. O’Brien stated that he attended one about 14 years ago. 
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     Supervisor Croce stated that he asked that question because many people don’t go to Planning Board 

meetings and don’t realize what the responsibilities of the Planning Board are.  There are processes that 

projects have to go through, to be in accordance with our Town Codes and in accordance with what they 

feel should go in our Town.   He stated that he has said in the past that he feels the Planning Board has 

the most difficult job of anyone in the Town.  They have to interpret the Town Code, that others have 

written, apply them to projects that come before them and make sure that all concerns are carefully 

looked at and dealt with in the proper manner so as not to upset the balance that currently exists for 

each different situation.  And no situation is the same.  He may not agree with everything the current 

Planning Board does, but he feels that they do a good job. 

     Mr. O’Brien stated that he is not targeting them or any individual on the Board, he was just asking for 

some background information. 

     Mrs. Fitzpatrick stated that she just heard him say “applying the Town Code” and that is what she has 

been talking about every time that she has spoken about her situation.  She stated that she feels the 

Town is not applying the Code that we already have. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that that is the responsibility of the Code Enforcement Officer/Building 

Inspector, not the Planning Board.   

     Mrs. Fitzpatrick stated that that is what she is saying. 

     Ms. Guarneri asked when the Planning Board and Zoning Board meet? 

     Supervisor Croce explained the days and times to her.  He stated that anyone can go and sit in on 

meetings and see how they are run.  He stated that he attends meetings regularly to make sure he 

knows what is going on. 

     Mr. Castillo stated that he finds people come to the Zoning Board of Appeals to ask questions and he 

has to send them to the Planning Board.  He explained that the Planning Board sends people to the 

Zoning Board of Appeals to clear up questions and get decisions on interpretations of the Town Code. 

     Mr. Castillo stated that he felt the Town should have a complaint form and stated that we don’t have 

to look for the old one; we can just make up a new one.  He stated that he felt better recordkeeping 

would be a good thing.  There are problems that come up years later and we don’t have any records as 

to why things were done the way they were.  This is a problem. 

      Mrs. Coppola stated that if there is a discrepancy with the Town Code, then it goes to the ZBA for a 

decision. 

 

     Mr. Dwight Dougherty stated that he attends many of the Town Board Meetings and he was confused 

at the last meeting.  He stated that there are new people in Town who have come in to complain about 

something that has been in Town for many years.  How did these people come to live here and then 

want us to change things?  He stated that a farmer came to our Town and deals were made and then 

they come in and wanted tax relief.  Why didn’t they come and get this figured out before they started? 

As someone who has lived here all his life, why didn’t they look at the Town before they came here? 

     Mrs. Fitzpatrick stated that she and her husband have lived in Modena for 15 years and they have 

always had a great relationship with the Hurds, up until last year.  Now they have changed their 
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operation to an amusement facility.  She stated that she wanted people to understand that the 

circumstances have changed around them. 

     There were no more comments or questions from the Public. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to close the Public Input Section of the meeting. 

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 1 – CLERICAL ERROR 

     Supervisor Croce stated that at the last Town Board Meeting we did an appropriation transfer and 

there was a clerical error on the description.  The code# A0200 was correct, but the description should 

have read “General Fund Cash Amount”.    He stated that he just wanted to let everyone know that this 

has been corrected.        

 

SECTION 2 – VETERAN OUTREACH PROGRAM  

     Supervisor Croce stated that at the last meeting Michelle Carballo had volunteered to start an 

Outreach Program for Veterans at the Town Hall.  He stated that he met with Michelle and they decided 

to have the program at the Town Hall on Tuesdays, in this meeting room, from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.   

He stated that he felt this was a wonderful idea and he has already given this information out to a local 

veteran.  He stated that he would figure out a way for her to go on the Town Hall internet to help 

veterans fill out forms and review available information. 

     Mrs. Morse stated that Michelle is donating her time at no cost to the Town.  She will also be helping 

widows of veterans and family members who were not aware that there are benefits they are entitled 

to. 

*    Councilman DePew made a motion to allow Michelle Carballo to use the Town Hall on Tuesdays 

between 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM to hold a Veteran’s Outreach Program. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 3 – HIGHWAY MEMO – EXTREME WINTER RECOVERY FUNDS 

     Highway Superintendent, Robert Wager, explained that the State holds an Advocacy Day where 

Highway Superintendents can go to Albany to request additional funding through the State CHIPS 

Program.  He stated that his clerk, Linda Byrnes and he were able to secure $15,165.26 for extreme 

winter recovery funding.   

     Supervisor Croce stated that we have received the additional funds and the Town Board has to adopt 

a Budget Line Adjustment Resolution. 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to adopt the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 2015 

BUDGET LINE ADJUSTMENTs 
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     WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill has approved the increase of both 2015 Highway 

Fund Budget Revenue lines DA3501-Chips and Highway Fund Budget Expense and DA5112.4-

Improvements Chips Contractual  by the amount of $15,165.26, and  

     WHEREAS, the cost of this increase is covered by additional funding from the New York State CHIPS 

Fund,  

     NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill, Ulster County, to 

amend the year 2015 Highway Fund Budget lines DA3501 and DA5112.4 in the amount of $15,165.26, 

and 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the funding is supported by the Town of Plattekill being able to receive 

Extreme Winter Recovery Funds from New York State. 

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 4 – HIGHWAY MEMO – FLOATING HOLIDAY 

     Supervisor Croce read a memo from the Highway Superintendent stating that the Highway 

Department employees would be taking their floating holiday on July 6, 2015. 

 

SECTION 5 – FREE TRANSFER STATION COUPONS – JULY 2015 

     Supervisor Croce explained that, in the past, the Town has given out $20.00 in free coupons, to 

individual households, during the month of July, to help residents clean up their homes and yards.   He 

asked the Town Board if they were in agreement to continue this program this year? 

     There was some discussion about how many people take advantage of this program? 

     The Town Clerk stated that she thought they usually give out about 300 to 350 coupons, but not all of 

them get used.   Some people come in and get the coupon, but never make it to the Transfer Station. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that all Supervisors of other Towns are in negotiations with the UCRRA and 

they are not cheap, but they are less than an outside vendor.  They are trying to work out an agreement 

and it looks like the Towns will be paying rent for the boxes and in 10 years will own the boxes, but they 

won’t be the same boxes.  Details have yet to be worked out.  He stated that the UCRRA ships their 

garbage to Syracuse, so currently this is the cost  

     The Town Board was in agreement to have this program continue. 

*    Councilwoman Delgado made a motion to allow each household $20.00 in free coupons for the 

Transfer Station for the month of July 2015. 

Councilman Putnam seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 6 – DOG CONTROL REQUEST 

     Mr. Andrew McKee, the Town Dog Control Officer, was present to address the Town Board.  He 

stated that he would like to see some sections of the Town’s local Dog Control Law amended as the 

current fees that are set by Ag & Markets are the same as they were in the 1970’s.   He stated that he 

has obtained information from neighboring Towns as to changes they have made.  He stated that he has 
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spoken to representatives from Ag & Markets about changing the State Law and they have told him that 

they are allowing the Towns to do their own increases.  He gave each Town Board member information 

on increasing the Town fees. 

     Councilman DePew asked how many tickets he usually gives out in a month? 

     Mr. McKee stated that he usually gives out 3 to 7 tickets a month. 

     Councilman Farrelly asked if these proposed fees would cover his costs? 

     Mr. McKee stated yes, not every ticket results in a conviction. 

     The Town Board discussed several different scenarios where Mr. McKee would be picking up a dog 

and keeping it overnight in the kennel as well as what tickets he would issue and fees he would charge.  

There was more discussion that the Town Board would have to amend the current law to make changes 

to it. 

     Supervisor Croce stated that he would have to give these changes some thought.  He wondered if 

having a higher fee for a second or third offense would really work to keep dogs from getting loose and 

running around Town. 

     Mr. McKee stated that as long as they were thinking about making some changes, he would also 

suggest adding codes to cover things like using electric fences and shock collars and other new things 

that we have not had to deal with in the past.  He suggested that he could meet with a member of the 

Town Board to go over his suggestions and then they could bring the draft of the changes back to the 

Town Board. 

     Councilman Farrelly stated that he would like to volunteer to meet with Mr. McKee. 

     The Town Board stated that they would look over the information Mr. McKee has given them this 

evening and will wait for Councilman Farrelly and Mr. McKee to come back with a draft of the 

amendments. 

     The Town Board thanked Mr. McKee for coming in this evening. 

 

SECTION 7 – VOUCHERS 

*    Councilman DePew made a motion to pay the Voucher Detail Report dated 6/3/2015, which includes 

the General Fund amount of $35,030.62, the Highway Fund amount of $17,560.88 and the Trust and 

Agency amount of $986.40 for a total amount of $53,577.90 recognizing that the Audit Committee has 

reviewed the claims and found them acceptable for payment.  

Councilwoman Delgado seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

SECTION 8 – ADJOURNMENT 

*    Supervisor Croce made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 PM. 

Councilman DePew seconded. 

On the vote: all ayes. 

 

       

    


