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 It is hard to believe that the end of the year is near and soon the holidays 

will be upon us. It has been a busy and productive year, during which our Town 

Board members have come together as a cohesive team, and worked diligently to 

do our very best for our Town. Most recently, our work on the Town’s budget 

would serve as a good example of that. While Joe Croce will touch on the budget 

in more detail in the Council’s Corner on page 2, I do wish to express my apprecia-

tion for my colleagues’ hard work and effort.  

 First and foremost, our objective was to keep taxes to a minimum and I 

feel we have achieved that. Secondly, we moved forward on some large projects 

that will have a long-term impact on our Town. One of them, the “Safe Routes to 

School” Plattekill Sidewalk Project is moving along nicely. The designs are await-

ing NYSDOT approval and great efforts have been taken to consider the many dif-

ferent requirements involved. We hope construction will begin in Spring 2011. 

 In the meantime, our local citizens have been out doing good. Take a look 

at our 2010 Citizens of the Year on page 2, and the Eagle Scout Projects on page 

8 . All of these are great examples of our healthy and vital community. Join us at 

the Thomas Felten Park on December 4th with the local fire departments to kick off 

the holidays with a bon fire, caroling and hot cocoa. It will be one more way to 

celebrate community spirit.  

 Best wishes for a happy, healthy and safe holiday season. 

 

 Bruce Loertscher, Supervisor 

 This year the Town was fortunate enough to select two Citizens of the 

Year:  Sis Morse and Ireleen Schoonmaker. Each was presented a plaque by Super-

visor Loertscher at Plattekill Day on September 19th. Our heartfelt thanks and con-

gratulations go out to each. 

 Sis Morse has been a resident for 38 years and has been an involved and 

active citizen for many, many years. She served as Town Supervisor for two terms, 

and prior to that as a councilwoman, Police Matron, and helped out in the Asses-

sor’s Office.  While Supervisor, she partnered with others to create the local PBA 

and also helped establish the DARE program (Drug Abuse Resistance Program). 

This made Platttekill the first town in Ulster County to have the program. The cause 

she is most currently committed to is the Veteran’s Committee. She resurrected the 

group five years ago with five members, and now the group’s membership stands at 

32 strong. When asked where she gets her sense of civic responsibility and volun-

teering, she credits her father. She believes in living by the Golden Rule: Do unto 

others, as you would have others do unto you. She says, “If you give, you get it 
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Council’s Corner 
(This column is written by a Town Board member on a 

quarterly basis, rotating between board members so each 

has a chance to share their views.) 

 

Greetings to all my fellow Plattekill Residents. I can 

hardly believe that it’s been almost a year since coun-

cilwoman Zupan and I were elected to the Town 

Board. It has been a pleasure to serve alongside Jenni-

fer as well as Councilman Jaffee, Councilman Crone 

and Supervisor Loertscher. We have not always 

agreed but we always seem to put our differences 

aside and move forward. A new Flag Lot Law has 

been put in place and we are close to finalizing a new 

Law for Multi-Family Developments. The Planning 

Board has been instrumental in both of these matters.  

 The past two months have been especially 

busy for the Town Board and Supervisor. Attempting 

to complete our Town budget has taken a lot of time 

and effort from all. We have tried to hold the line on 

spending to minimize any tax increase. All department 

heads and Town employees have been very coopera-

tive in helping us achieve that objective. We have had 

to make some very hard decisions. The Town has seen 

a decrease in revenues and an increase in expenditures 

that were out of our control.   

 The winter months are right around the cor-

ner. Please remember to remove all vehicles and gar-

bage containers from Town roads in the event of a 

snow storm. Doing so will help our hard working 

Highway crews to keep our roads open and safe for 

everyone. 

 I look forward to serving you for the rest of 

my term. My first year has been both challenging and 

rewarding. Last but not least I would like to wish you 

a safe and happy holiday season. 

 

Joe Croce 

back tenfold.” 

 Mrs. Ireleen Schoonmaker was selected for 

her “motherly” care of our Highway Department crew. 

For at least twelve years, she has taken the crew under 

her wing and provided them with hot meals during the 

winter months. According to Bobby Wager, Highway 

Superintendent, “When a storm hits, without anyone 

requesting it, she will cook a meal, such as a tray of 

Mac-n-Cheese, or a pot of Chicken Noodle soup, and 

Two Citizens of the Year ...(Continued from page 1) 

will then call the Highway Department, announcing 

that is it ready for pick up!”  He went on to say, 

“There aren’t many options for the crew getting a hot 

meal at 3 AM.” Mrs. Schoonmaker says she wants 

“to keep her boys safe and fed.”  She was so touched 

by her award, she submitted the poem on page 3 and 

requested that it be printed exactly as she has written 

it. We have obliged her request. Congratulations to 

both of our Citizens of the Year. 

Supervisor Loertscher presenting Sis Morse with her award as 

Esther Copolla, Chair of the Citizen of the Year Committee 

stands by. Photo by Linda Byrnes 

Ireleen Schoonmaker with Robert Wager and 

Supervisor Loertscher. Photo by Linda Byrnes 
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Subscribe for E-Mail Delivery of 

this newsletter today! 

http://town.plattekill.ny.us  

Plattekill Town Day 
 

Plattekill Town Day, Sept. 19 two thousand and 

ten, 

A day to remember, a beautiful gem.  

When Esther Coppola called out my name, 

And Bruce Loertscher presented to me, 

The òCitizen of the Year Awardó in a beautiful 

frame. 

 

What a surprise, had no idea, never ever thought 

in all my years,  

So many beautiful people could bring me to 

tears. 

That what little I do, could be made so large, 

That hearts were touched by giving a little love, 

I know God was looking down from up above. 

 

He guides me and leads me to do His will. 

He chooses us to serve Him as we serve one an-

other,  

To feed our Town Highway men is like feeding 

my brother. 

I will treasure forever the framed picture of the 

Highway Crew, 

And their gift of love, as dinner weõll do. 

 

I love you all and want you to know, 

You set this oleõ ladies heart aglow. 

You all work so hard, itõs a blessing to know, 

Our roads are kept safe as you clear the snow. 

 

My love to Bob and his wife Dawn, 

Who followed me around the lawn.  

They kept their secret in such a special way, 

The surprise was a surprise like none other I can 

say. 

It seemed like a dream, not real at all, 

But the next day I did recall, 

You all made it happen, you brought it to pass. 

Iõll always remember and the memory will last. 

 

I love you all for what you have done, 

In bringing me joy under the sun, 

On the special day, TOWN DAY, Sept. 19th, 

Two thousand and ten! 

 

Written by Ireleen J. Schoonmaker 

September 30, 2010 

Are You Getting 

Your Exemption? 

 The Assessor’s Office for the Town of      

Plattekill would like to remind all property owners 

that the filing deadline for all exemptions is March 1, 

2011.  Property owners who are currently receiving 

The Enhanced Star, Senior Citizen, Agricultural Dis-

ability, and Wholly Exemption from property taxes, 

must file their renewal form by March 1. All renewal 

applications will be mailed to property owners by 

early December.  If a property owner does not re-

ceive the application, they should contact the Asses-

sor’s Office as soon as possible.  

 If a property owner is receiving the Basic 

Star Exemption they do not need to file a renewal 

exemption.  If a property owner will be 65 years of 

age on December 31, 2011, they may be eligible for 

the    Enhanced Star Exemption, and they should con-

tact the Assessor’s Office before March 1.  The in-

come level for Enhanced Star has also been raised to 

$ 79,050.  If a property owner did not qualify in the 

past for the Enhanced Star Exemption because of 

income, they may be eligible under the new income 

level and they should contact the Assessor’s office.   

 All property owners are eligible for the Basic 

Star Exemption on their primary residence, regard-

less of age or income. If there is more than one pri-

mary residence on a property, each owner is now eli-

gible for the exemption. In addition, if a person owns 

a mobile home and the home is located on property 

owned by another person, they are eligible for the 

Star Exemption.   

 Any property owner, who has served in the 

military at any time and has been discharged from 

service, may be eligible for a Veterans Exemption 

from Town or County taxes.  The exemption would 

apply whether a property owner served during a war-

time period as defined by law or not.  Any property 

owner who feels they may be eligible for the exemp-

tion has questions about any exemptions and whether 

they are eligible, they should contact the Assessor’s 

Office at 845-883-7331, prior to March 1, 2011. 
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 The Assessor’s Office has been made aware 

that an individual or company is contacting property 

owners regarding assistance with getting their assess-

ments reduced for a fee. We would like to remind 

property owners that the Town of Plattekill is review-

ing assessments for all properties in the Town, for the 

2011 Assessment Roll.  All property owners will     

receive a notice in the mail in March 2011 with the pro-

posed assessment for next year and the change in their 

taxes as a result of this new assessment.  Property own-

ers will have the opportunity to meet with the  Assessor 

during the months of March and April to discuss their 

proposed assessment.  Property 

owners may want to wait to see 

what the results of the town-wide 

review of assessments are, before 

spending any money to hire some-

one to help with their assessments.  

If anyone has any questions or con-

cerns regarding their assessment, 

the first step should be to contact 

the Town Assessor at 845-883-

7331. 

Assessment Review 

At least 100 participants took part in Plat-

tekill’s Annual Halloween Parade on October 

30th at the Thomas Felten Park in Modena. TO-

PREC provided prizes for participants and Cub 

Scout Pack 95 provided a variety of games for 

the entertainment.  The Cub Scouts ran each 

game as part of their Community Service and 

were busy providing information to potential 

scouts. The pack is seeking 15 new members. 

If you or someone you know wishes to learn 

more about Scouting, visit http://

bsapack95.tripod.com. 

Halloween Parade 

Scout Kyle Cusack explains the ball toss scoring. 

Halloween Parade 2010 

 Our Highway Department 

has been very busy this fall. Rabbit 

Run Road was entirely repaved, in-

cluding grinding up the old road surface and rebuilding 

pipes and culverts. They also changed driveway pipes and 

took out overgrown and dead trees. 

  Clean up from the severe February 2010 snow 

storm continued into April, delaying some other normal 

road clean-up. If you remember, that storm dropped 28 

inches of wet snow and downed trees and caused power 

outages for thousands. 

 The crew is continuing to pave part of Coy Road 

and finishing the Police Station renovations. They are glad 

to continue assisting with an Eagle Scout Project at the 

park that is creating three picnic areas with barbeque grills 

and will provide new security lighting at the pavilion. In-

side the pavilion, the Highway crew installed a new drink-

ing water system, along with installing a new refrigerator.  

 They would like to pass along a few small remind-

ers: Don’t plow snow across roads and give road workers 

some distance in construction zones. Also remember that 

there is no parking on Town Roads during snow storms. 

Highway Department 

Update 

Angela Rosa, 6 yrs  

Please take notice: 

Legal Notices are now posted on the 
Townôs web site. 

Visit: http://town.plattekill.ny.us  
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Winter Recreation Programs 

December 2010ðApril 2011 

Wayne Harris, Recreation Director         883-7331  

 The Town of Plattekill’s Recreation Department (TOPREC) has planned the following programs for 

our community. Here is a quick glance of the offerings for the coming months. These events can also be 

found on the Plattekill Community Events Calendar posted in the Town Hall, and on the Town’s Web site at: 

http://town.plattekill.ny.us.  The web version is updated on a regular basis. If you have ideas for a recrea-

tional program, contact Wayne Harris. 

Key To Locations: PES = Plattekill Elementary School;  PTH = Plattekill Town Hall;  FP = Felten Park,    

SC = Senior Center, CR = Community Room. 

 

Dec. 4 Christmas Tree Lighting at Felten Park, 6 PM. Join in the holiday festivities 

with some hot chocolate complements of the Southern Ulster Rotary and caroling by the 

Modena Fire Department. All this around a big bon fire. It is rumored that 

Santa will arrive with the Plattekill Fire Department! 

Dec. 6 & 13 Zumba continues at PES gym 6 PM to 7 PM. Walk-ins welcome. 

$12.00 per class, unless prepaid. 

Dec. 6 & 13 Adult  Volleyball at PES, 7:15 PM to 9 PM 

Dec. 7 & 14 Youth Basketball ñSkills and Drillsò at 6 PM for ages 7-9; at 7 PM for ages 10

-12; and at 8 PM for ages 13-14. PES 

Dec.15 Registration at Town Hall, 6 PM for Plattekill Community Day at Rocking 

Horse Ranch (actual event takes place on 1/9/11). Cost is $20./per person for 

Town residents.   

Jan. 3 ï Mar. 14 Zumba 6 PM - 7 PM Mondays at PES 

Jan. 3 ð Mar. 14 Adult Volleyball continues, 7:15 PM to 9  PM at PES 

Jan. 4 - Mar. 15 Youth Basketball ñSkills and Drillsò continues at PES at   

6 PM for ages 7-9; at 7 PM for ages 10-12; and at 8 PM for ages 13-14. 

Jan. 9 Community Day at Rocking Horse Ranch, 11 AM to 4 PM. (Registration for 

event took place on Dec. 15) All resort activities and buffet lunch are included. Trail rides 

extra $20/pp. 

Mar.27 Southern Ulster Rotary ñLieutenant Mark Dooley 5K Raceò FP 

Apr. 2 Kite Day at 2 PM  - prizes & refreshments, FP 

Apr. 16 Annual Easter Egg Hunt, 2 PM for ages 0-12 yrs. FP (Rain Date 

April 23) 

Ulster County Office of the Aging Home Heating Services 
Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) 

The Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) provides funding to help pay heating bills for low-income indi-

viduals age sixty and over. 

Eligibility: 

Applicants must pay for heat directly or pay for heat in their rent payment; live in a HEAP-eligible residence; be 

a US Citizen or Qualified Alien. Tenants of government subsidized housing where heat is included in the rent or 

residents of congregate care facilities, dormitories, group homes or institutions are eligible for a one dollar bene-

(Continued on page 7) 
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Town of Plattekill Community Events Calendar 

December 2010ðEarly 2011 
 

For general questions about Town events call the Town Hall at (845) 883-7331. For additions/changes/

corrections to this calendar, email Jean Poirier, Town Publicist at jeanp5@optonline.net or call (845) 883-5284. 

The most recent version of this calendar is available on the Town’s Web site at http://town.plattekill.ny.us. This 

list was updated 11/30/2010. 

Key To Locations: PES = Plattekill Elementary School; PTH = Plattekill Town Hall; FP = Felten Park. 

SC = Senior Center, CR = Community Room, PPL = Plattekill Public Library. 

 

December   

Dec. 3 Holiday Penny Social by the Plattekill Fire Department. Doors open at 5:30 PM; Calling at 7 PM. 

 New  Toys, 50/50, Tricky Tray, Food Baskets, Baked Goods at the Plattekill Firehouse, Firehouse Rd. 

Dec. 4 Breakfast with Santa - Saturday, 9 AM to Noon at the New Hurley Reformed Church, 1145 Route 

 208,  Wallkill.  All proceeds to benefit Footprints Nursery School. For information & tickets call    

 Corrina at (914) 443-0119 or call 895-1520 (advance tickets available at the Wallkill River House, & 

 tickets will be available at the door). 

Dec. 4  Craft Day at PES -- Join students and parents in the cafeteria at the Plattekill Elementary School to 

 make beautiful seasonal crafts. Refreshments available. 11 AM to 1 PM. Children and adults $3 per 

 person. (Snow Date, December 11). 

Dec. 4  Christmas Tree Lighting – Caroling, bonfire, refreshments and visit from Santa, 6 PM, FP 

Dec. 6, 13  Adult Volleyball, 6:30 – 8:30 PM, PES  

Dec. 7 & 14 Youth Basketball 6 PM – 9 PM, PES. 

Dec. 15 Registration for Plattekill Community Day at Rocking Horse Ranch at the Town Hall at 6 PM. 

 Cost is $20/pp for Town residents. (Actual event takes place on 1/9/11) 

Dec. 16 FROSTY Bilingual readaloud at 6 PM for all kids 2 yrs. and up. PPL 

 

January 2011 

Jan. 3 through Mar. 14 Zumba continues on Mondays at PES, 6 PM to 7 PM 

Jan. 3 through Mar. 14 Adult Volleyball continues, 7:15 PM to 9  PM at PES 

Jan. 4 through Mar. 15 ñSkills and Drillsò Basketball continues on Tuesdays at PES at 6 PM for ages 7-9; at 

 7 PM for ages 10-12; and at 8 PM for ages 13-14. 

 

Jan. 9 Plattekill Community Day at Rocking Horse Ranch 11 AM to 4 PM. Includes all resort activities 

 (except horseback riding) and buffet lunch. Trail rides are an additional $20/pp.  

Jan. 19 Friends of Plattekill Public Library Informational Meeting – Come out and learn about the Friends, 

 what they do and why, and learn how you can become a participant and/or member of this group. 

 Twenty $10 Hannaford gift cards will be given to the first 20 people who stay for the meeting. 

 

March 2011 

Mar. 27 Southern Ulster Rotaryôs ñLieutenant Mark Dooley 5K Race”  at Felten Park. 

 

April 2011 

Apr. 2 Kite Day at Felten Park at 2 PM  – prizes & refreshments 

Apr. 16  Annual Easter Egg Hunt 2 PM at Felten Park for ages 0-12 years. (Rain date April 23) 
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*Denotes a change in scheduling took place. 

**Registration required for this library program. 

 

Regular Meetings in the Town of Plattekill 

Town Board - The first and third Wednesday each month at 7 PM at the Town Hall. 

Town Planning Board - The second and fourth Tuesday each month at 7:30 PM at the Town Hall. 

Zoning Board – The second and fourth Thursday each month at 8 PM at the Town Hall. 

Friends of the Plattekill Public Library – Once  a month (day TBA) at 7:30 PM at the Plattekill Public Li-

brary. Visit www.mylibraryfriends.org for updated meeting information and happenings. 

Clintondale Fire Dept. Auxiliary - The third Monday of the month at Clintondale Firehouse at 7:30 PM. For 

more information contact Ron Wager at 883-7344. 

Clintondale Grange – The first Tuesday of the month at the Community Center, covered dish dinner at 6:30, 

meeting at 7:30 PM. If you would like to become a member, or need further information contact Don Markle at 

(845) 339-4518. 

Plattekill Grange – The first and third Saturday at noon each month at the Grange Building, Church St. Plat-

tekill. If you would like to become a member, or need further information contact Nat Dawes (845) 564-0728 or 

Jean Dawes-Childress 564-3940. 

Plattekill Library Board of Trustees – The second Thursday of the month, 7 PM at the Library. 

Plattekill Library Readers Book Club – Group 1: first Thursday of the month at 7 PM at the Library, Group 2: 

first Wednesday of the month at 7 PM and Group 3: first Wednesday of the month at 10 PM. 

Plattekill Historical Society – The third Saturday of the month at 2 PM - most meetings held at the Clintondale 

firehouse. For further information call 883-5848. 

Plattekill Senior Club – The first and third Thursday of each month at 1:30 PM++ at the Community Center 

(Library). Tuesday at 1 PM is Bingo. For general information contact Mabel Gordon at 883-9710. 

Plattekill Golden Years Seniors – The second and fourth Thursday of the month at 1:30 PM++ at the Commu-

nity Center (Library). For trip and other information contact Mary Tierney 883-7854. 

++Change in scheduling is expected in 2011. Read Senior Corner on page 12. 

 

For the most updated version of this calendar and for much more information about  

the Town of Plattekill, visit:  

http://town.plattekill.ny.us 

(Continued from page 6) 

fit. 

Income Limits: 

Recipients of public assistance, food stamps or SSI are income eligible for HEAP. All other applicants must 

meet the gross monthly income test based on household size. Call the Office of the Aging (340-3006) or the 

Department of Social Services (334-5436) to see if you qualify. 

Applying: 

You can apply for a HEAP grant in November each year. HEAP provides grants on a first-come, first-serve 

basis, until the funds for the heating season run out. If you have received HEAP from the Office of the Aging 

the past year, you will automatically receive a HEAP application for the present year. 

Weatherization Referral and Packaging Program (WRAP) 

WRAP offers a variety of services and resources to low income, vulnerable elderly to assist them in maintain-

ing a safe, affordable, energy-efficient home. 

Eligibility: Applicants must qualify for HEAP, be full-time Ulster County residents over the age of 60, and be 

responsible for their own heating costs. To apply call Christine Nobel at 340-3006. 

(Home Energy Assistance Program Continued from page 5) 
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Toys for Tots Toy Drive 
Classic Storage, conveniently located on Rt 44-55 in Modena (next to I87) is pleased 

to announce the 5th year participating in the “Toys for Totsò drive.  There are so 

many children this year that will not receive a gift without our help…remember the 

true meaning of the season is “it’s better to give than to receive.”  All toys go to the children of Ulster County.  

Those interested in donating new, unwrapped toys can stop by Classic Storage: Monday and Thursday 10:00 

AM – 7:00 PM; Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. 

 Toys will be collected until December 11, 2010. If you need additional information please contact San-

dra Schuyler at 883-7057. Everyone at Classic Storage wishes you a safe and happy holiday season. 

 

Craft Day at Plattekill Elementary School - Dec. 4  Join students and parents in the cafeteria at 

the Plattekill Elementary School! Beautiful seasonal crafts will be made. Refreshments available. 11 AM to 1 

PM. Children and adults $3/pp. (Snow Date, December 11). 
  

Breakfast with Santa 

Footprints Nursery School will be having Breakfast with Santa on Sat., December 4th, from 9 AM to Noon at 

the New Hurley Reformed Church, 1145 Route 208, Wallkill.   All proceeds to benefit Footprints Nursery 

School.  For information & tickets call Corrina at (914) 443-0119 or call 895-1520 (advance tickets available at 

the Wallkill River House, & tickets will be available at the door).   
 

Plattekill Headstart 

We’ve been very busy since school started in September!  We have been to Hurd’s Farm to pick apples and 

pumpkins, had a visit from the Plattekill Fire Department showing us how to keep safe if there is a fire, and 

have had the Boy Scouts collect food for their annual food drive and share it with our families.  The Boy Scouts 

have also volunteered to spread mulch at our Center playground to keep us safe when we are playing.  All this 

while we are learning to listen to our teachers, following directions, sharing with our classmates and making 

new friends.  We are looking forward to many fun winter activities!  If you are three or four years old and 

would like to join in our fun, ask your parent to please call Betsy Escanio at 564-3262 and ask how you can ap-

ply.  
 

Scouting for Food 

Plattekill Pack 95 will be Scouting for Food this spring, as they did this fall. Scouts will be knocking on doors to 

ask for donations and will leave bags for food that will be picked up at a later date. The food collected is given 

to the New Day Tabernacle Food Pantry. The need has been greater each year. In 2009, 37 families received 

food from just the fall food drive.  In 2011, their spring food drive will take place about two weeks before 

Easter. Please give generously and support this helpful community event. 

 

Friends Plan Volunteer Recruitment Event 
 The Friends of the Plattekill Public Library need your help. The Friends' mission is to support the li-

brary as much as possible. The group is seeking four dedicated and motivated individuals to help staff their Ex-

ecutive board. The Board includes the: President; Vice President; Secretary; and Treasurer. Some of these posi-

tions were recently vacated due to various circumstances and the group needs to staff these positions to keep the 

organization running. Additional positions, such as the Baking Committee or serving as the New Library Build-

ing Liaison, are also open. 

 As one of the busiest places in our Town, the Plattekill Library continues to meet the ever-growing 

needs of our community. Serving on the Friends Board is a great way one can volunteer and serve the public. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Community Notes 
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 Come to a special meeting on January 19, 2011 at 7 PM at the Library. This meeting will consist of a 

presentation of information about the work of the Friends along with a call for nominations for positions and an 

election. There will be no obligation to join the board. The group would like to take this opportunity to get the 

word about the Friends disseminated to members of the community. 

 Please email Friends' President, Sandra Schuyler (classicstorage@optonline.net), if you're interested in 

this meeting - or just show up! Light Refreshments will be served; the first 20 individuals who show up and 

stay for the meeting will receive $10 gift cards to Hannaford's.  

Troop 79 Bids Farewell to  

Scoutmaster Russ Welmon  
 The Scouts of Troop 79 gathered Octo-

ber 13th to bid an emotional farewell to Russ 

Welmon after 4 years as Scoutmaster. Russ Wel-

mon, himself a scout and member of the Order of 

the Arrow, was the 6th Scoutmaster of Troop 79.  

The demands of Mr. Welmon’s position with 

Ingersoll-Rand makes leading the boys of Troop 

79 impossible in the coming months.  Russ and 

his wife Jackie have had all 4 of their sons in 

Troop 79.  The oldest Welmon boy, Kyle, ad-

vanced to the rank of Eagle Scout before gradu-

ating High School.  Kyle, enlisted in the Marine 

Corps, has been selected for Presidential Protec-

tion Detail; a high honor even among the elite of 

the US Marine Corps.  Eric Welmon is a Life 

Scout and a scholar athlete. Dylan and Gage 

Welmon, Life Scouts, are also scholar athletes 

and Junior Varsity football men.  For over 4 

years, Mr. Welmon’s training and dedication to 

scouting have helped grow Troop 79 into a financially solid platform for boys from the Wallkill area to spring 

into adventure. The troop thanks him for his leadership and service to the group. Mr. Welmon is succeeded by 

Dr. Steve Rappleyea, the 7th Scoutmaster for Troop 79. 

 

Local Scouts Attend National Jamboree 
 Local Boy Scouts Dylan Welmon, a Life Scout & Alec Rappleyea, A Star 

Scout from Troop 79, Plattekill NY, were selected to represent our area at the Na-

tional Boy Scout Jamboree this past August.  Alec & Dylan headed for Fort A.P. 

Hill in Virginia with a group of 36 scouts from Ulster and Greene counties to join 

up with 35,000 scouts from all over the United States this past summer.   

 While at The Jamboree, Dylan and Alec met scouts from all 50 states, and 

20 countries, were exposed to numerous activities and opportunities for learning.  

This past Jamboree is special for two distinct reasons.  Firstly, this is the centenary 

of scouting in the United States; scouts have spent the year celebrating 100 years of 

Boy Scouting in the US. Secondly, after a half century of hosting this event, this 

will be the last year that Fort A.P. Hill will house the National Jamboree. 

 

Eagle Scout Projects  
 Three scouts from Troop 79 celebrated or will celebrate attaining their Eagle this year:  

Jason Kartis; Dan Putnum; Sean Kopaskie. 

(COMMUNITY NOTES...Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 

Dylan Welmon & Alec Rappleyea 
Photo by Steve Rappleyea. 

Front L to R: Val D’Auria, Willy Kenney, Robert Betanzos, Shawn McKeever, Ju-
mah Serdah. Back L to R: Evan Steiler, Dylan Welmon, Joe Kartis, Gage Welmon, 

Mr. Russell Welmon, Eric Welmon, Alec Rappleyea (in front of Eric), Thomas Can-

drilli, Steven Fosler, Jarrett Wager.   Photo by Steve Rappleyea. 
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Plattekill Public Library 
 Due to limited physical space and to facilitate planning, the library requires registration for library pro-

grams. Simply visit the library or call 883-7286 to register.  

 

NEW! Starting January 10, 2011 - Story time every Monday at 4 PM for kids in Elementary School.  

 

NEW! Quarterly Adult Craft Program: More information to follow. Check the library’s website at http://

plattekill.lib.ny.us or pick up one of our calendars for updates.  

 

When the Weather Outside is Frightful: If you have items due and the weather looks bad, please do not attempt 

to go out just to return items in the drop box. First check to see if the library has closed, has a delayed opening, 

or will be closing early.  Check our website, cancellations.com, or call (but remember we can’t change the mes-

sage on the answering machine if we’re not there), or listen to local radio stations for closings. If we do close, 

you won’t be charged a fine.  

 Also if you or a member of your family is ill and you cannot return items, please call us so you won’t 

incur any additional fines. You can also renew items yourself online as long as you don’t owe any fines. 

For an added convenience, there is another library drop box lo-

cated in Aloha Acres at their Community Center. 

  

December – Read a New Book Month 

16: FROSTY Multilingual Readaloud at 6 PM 

24: Christmas Eve - library closes at 4 PM 

25: Christmas - library closed 

31: New Years’ Eve - library closes at 4 PM 

 

January – Book Blitz Month 

 1:  New Years’ Day – library closed 

17: Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday – library closed 

20: OUTERSPACE Readaloud @ 6 PM 

 

February – Library Lovers Month 

17: SEUSS Readaloud @ 6 PM 

21: Presidents’ Day – library closed 

24: Local Business Owners’ Meeting @ 6 PM 

 

March – National Craft Month 

6-12: Teen Tech Week: theme is ñMix & Mash @ your Libraryò 

17: ST. PATRICKôS DAY Readaloud @ 6 PM - wear something green 

24: Bilingual Community Outreach Meeting @ 6 PM 

 

 A fourth Scout, Steven Fosler, has recently completed his Eagle project at the Town Hall in Plattekill, 

and will be working on completing the last few requirements for his Eagle Rank during the next few weeks. 

Steven is the second generation from his family to be a Boy Scout in Troop 79.  His father Art Fosler was a 

scout in the troop in the late 1970's.  

 About two out of every 100 scouts historically attain the rank of Eagle. Plattekill as a community pro-

duces a higher than average number of Eagles and has more Eagles per capita than any other town in Ulster 

County. This is a testament to the strong community values here in the southern end of the county.  

(Continued from page 9) 

Friends of Plattekill Public Library Booth at 

Plattekill Day, Sep. 19, 2010 

L to R: Glenn Geher, Vice President; Christine 

Adams, Friend; Sandra Schuyler, President. 



Plattekill Community  

Day at 

Rocking Horse Ranch 
 Sunday, Jan 9  

11 AM to 4 PM 

Register at Town Hall on 

December  15 at 6 PM 

P LATTEKILL T IMES  P AGE  11  

 The Veteran’s Committee will be collecting 

and shipping Care boxes to our troops overseas for the 

holiday season.  If you would like to participate in this 

project, the following is a list of items needed.  If you 

would like to donate any items not listed, please call 

either Sis Morse or Flossie Jesse whose numbers are 

listed below to make sure that the items can be shipped.  

Packages will be also be delivered to Veterans at Castle 

Point Hospital.  Suggestions include: 

Visine Eye Drops 

Unscented Wipes 

Tissues (single packs for pockets) 

Chap Stick 

Magazines or small books (for pockets) (no Play-

boy) 

Crystal Light Powder Packets (boxes of singles) 

Gatorade Powder Packets (boxes of singles) 

Rice Krispie Treats 

Ritz Crackers (boxes of single packs) 

Packets of Ramen Noodles 

Gum 

Hard Candy 

Games (small) 

No chocolate or chocolate covered anything - it 

melts in Care boxes. 

Contact and drop off point: 

Primo's Restaurant & Bar 

Route 44-55, Ardonia Center 

Questions:  Call Sis Morse @ 883-6117 or Flossie 

Jesse @ 883-6112 

Collection Dates:  November 18th through Decem-

ber 10th 

Thank you!  Happy Holidays to all from the Plattekill 

Veterans Committee. 

Care Boxes for Veterans 

Dear Residents & Friends of the Town of Plattekill, 

 The Veteran's Committee of the Town of 

Plattekill is continuing its efforts to plan ways to 

honor our local Veterans.  Our largest project will be 

to erect a monument and memorial at the Thomas 

Felten Community Park that will recognize all Town 

of Plattekill Veterans.  To cover the cost of this pro-

ject, the Committee plans to apply for government 

grants to raise funds along with private fundraising.  

A design committee has been selected and is cur-

rently working on a design to be presented to the 

Town.  

 We also continue to raise funds to purchase 

flags to be placed on the graves of deceased Town 

Veterans, in addition to continuing our yearly efforts 

to purchase, pack and distribute items to Veterans at 

Castle Point Hospital and to ship packages to any 

Town Troops who are deployed at the holiday sea-

son.   

 Please support our Committee's efforts to 

raise funds for all of these worthwhile causes.  The 

Committee sponsored a table at Plattekill Day where 

we sold tee-shirts and assorted patriotic items.  The 

proceeds of the sale will help to build the fund for the 

monument and memorial at the Town Park and to 

defray any costs or shipping expenses associated with 

our other projects.   

 If you were not able to attend Plattekill Day, 

you may still make a donation in any amount you 

wish.  No amount is too small and is gratefully ac-

cepted. 

 Donations to help cover the costs of any of 

these projects may be sent to:   

Veterans Committee of the Town of Plattekill 

c/o Plattekill Town Hall, P.O. Box 45, Modena, New 

York 12548. Thank you for your kindness and  

generosity! 

PLEASE SPECIFY "VETERANS COMMITTEE" 

ON ANY DONATION. 

Veteranôs Committee Update 



This newsletter is a quarterly publication by the Town of Plattekill. Contributions for the 

Spring 2011 are invited and should be e-mailed to Jean Poirier, Town Publicist at 

jeanp5@optonline.net, or delivered in writing to the Town Hall. All issues can be viewed 

on the Town’s website: http://town.plattekill.ny.us. An e-mail subscription to this news-

letter is available on this web site. Help us print less and save some trees. Subscribe to-

day! Many thanks to Emily Rappleyea and Carolyn VanDuser for editing this newsletter. 

Submitted by Dolores Hulse 

Attention Senior Plattekill Residents: 

 You are invited to the newly joined senior club which will be 

known as the Plattekill Golden Seniors. The first meeting is January 6th, at 

1:00 PM at the Community Center (located in the room below the Plattekill 

Library, Route 32). 

 We hope to see some new faces join us! Remember the dues are 

only $8. The agenda will include bus trips, birthday celebrations, speakers, 

luncheons, pot lucks (cook your own, OR buy from the store) pizza, or 

sandwiches. The focus of the club is socializing and sharing with friends 

and neighbors in our community. 

 The Town of Plattekill supports the transportation for the bus trip 

outings, so come enjoy your tax money at work. The food and shows are 

paid for by the members. 

 

Plattekill Golden Seniors Club News 

Submitted by Rita Acevedo 

 This year has flown by! We have all experienced changes and hope 

the new year will bring a solid economy and health to all. 

 Our Plattekill Senior club has merged with the Golden Years. We 

have had several meetings to get acquainted and feel it was the right move. 

The merger will become effective in January. We will be planning our trips 

for 2011 and look forward to them. 

 Our annual Halloween Costume Party Pot-Luck was a real success. 

The food was terrific, blackened chicken, meatballs, Swedish and Italian 

style, Cole slaw, salad, quiche and different pastries were served with love 

and were delicious. 

 One costumed member took her shower curtain of various movie 

stars and made it into a poncho that was topped with a red feathered hat 

and button that said, “Hollywood Agent – I get 10%!” 

 We are looking forward to a productive year and making new 

friends. 

Bruce Loertscher, Supervisor 

 

Town Board:  

Joseph Croce 

Jon Crone 

Mark Jaffee 

Jennifer Zupan 

 

Barbara E. Dawes, Town Clerk & 

Vital Registrar 

 

April Colombo, Deputy Town Clerk 

 

Robert Wager, Highway 

Superintendent 

883-5910 

 

Mike Dunham, Town Assessor 

 

James Brugger 

Joseph Locicero 

Building Inspectors 

 

Annamaria Maciocia, Town Justice 

 

John G. Sisti, Town Justice 

 

Joseph Ryan, Police Chief 

883-6373 (non emergency) 

 

Wayne Harris, Recreation Director 

 

Muriel Obermeyer, Town Historian 

 

Chantel Haight 

Dog Control Officer 

883-6557 (non emergency) 

691-8473 (State Police - emergencies 

only) 

 

Jean Poirier, Town Publicist 

883-5284 

 

Ulster County Legislators: 

Wayne Harris, 883-6022 

Kevin Roberts, 566-4143 

 

 

For emergencies only 

Dial 911 

PO Box 45 

Modena, NY 12548 

(845) 883-7331 

 

Unless otherwise noted, call the main 

number for the Town of Plattekill to 

reach anyone listed here 

Town of Plattekill 
Senior News 

Plattekill Seniors Cookbook  

It makes a great gift for the holidays and contains  almost 
50 recipes of good, old- fashioned home cooking! 

$5.00 each  

Proceeds are used to support Town of Plattekill Seniors. 

Contact Rita Acevedo at 566- 1337 to get your copy! 


