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It has been a busy spring in our Town, as you will see when you read this 

newsletter. Our Highway Department has been working very hard on numerous pro-

jects. The Recreation Department has planned many programs throughout the sum-

mer, including the Plattekill Day Camp which will begin on June 29th. 

I am extremely pleased to report that the Town is moving forward with the 

purchase of the Stune house property on the corner of Patura Road and Route 32. 

 The Citizen of the Year Committee has been reorganized and is accepting 

nominations. Forms and information about the Citizen of the Year nomination re-

quirements can be found on the Townôs web site at http://town.plattekill.ny.us. Be 

sure to read the article below about this. 

 I would also like to welcome our new Planning and Zoning Board members  

Cindy Hilbert, and Bruce Jantzi, respectively. Input and participation from our citi-

zens by serving on one of our Town Boards can be a challenge, but also profession-

ally and personally fulfilling. We thank all those who serve our Town for their valu-

able input and participation. 

 In an effort to ensure public safety, we are updating our Townôs Emergency 

Response Protocol and doing so in partnership with all departments including: Po-

lice, Fire and Town Departments. 

 I hope to see you around Town, enjoying all that we have to offer. 

Sincerely, Bruce Loertscher 

It is that time of year to consider nominating someone you know as Citizen 

of the Year.  Do you know a resident of the Town of Plattekill that goes ñabove and 

beyondò in their commitment to the community or to help others?  The Committee 

is seeking nominations and the deadline for nominations is Friday, August 6th. The 

nomination procedures and forms are available on the Townôs Web site at http://

town.plattekill.ny.us. 

 Previous recipients include: Emilie Rappleyea (2003); Robert Werlau 

(2005); Carmen Guetts (2006); Eleanor L. Seeland and Florence Jesse (2007); 

Southern Ulster Rotary Club (2008); Ed Longbard (2008); Jesse Ewald (2008).  The 

winner will be announced at Plattekill Day on September 19, 2010. 

 Recently, I had the pleasure of speaking with one of the former recipients, 

Robert Werlau. This Modena resident was selected because of his involvement for 

30+ years with the Ambulance Corps (and served as Commander), and 50+ years 

with the Fire Department.  He also served on the Town Planning Board for 10 years 

and the Assessment Review Board for 5 years. Being selected as a recipient of the 
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Councilôs Corner 
(This column is written by a Town Board member on a 

quarterly basis, rotating between board members so each 

has a chance to share their views.) 

Itôs been a very productive first five months 

for the Town Board. We have been busy revising 

issues with the zoning codes, building projects, legal 

processes, and working on future planning. 

 Last year the Town Board created a Build-

ing Maintenance and Project Technician position in 

the Highway Department. I am pleased to say that it 

is saving tax money. This position keeps the repair 

and project labor costs down compared to subcon-

tracting out the much needed work. I thank Bobby 

Wager and Dwight Dougherty and the rest of the 

Highway Department for the work that they are 

completing and scheduling. Also, special thanks to 

Linda Byrne for the clerical work and price shop-

ping that would normally drive any contractor nuts! 

 The Town Board has finished up the long 

awaited flag lot code. Currently, we are waiting for 

the attorney to finalize and file the paperwork. We 

have also completed the final draft of the multi-

family code in well-coordinated group sessions 

chaired by Councilman Croce. He has done an ex-

cellent job by keeping our minds on the task and 

helping us avoid having moratoriums that can be 

laborious and time consuming. 

 The zoning law regarding the operation of 

race tracks has been completed and enforced. The 

Walden Playboy track has started their improve-

ments to come into compliance with the agreement 

that was negotiated with the Town. After not re-

sponding to several requests to come into compli-

ance, the court ordered Ace Motocross to shut down. 

While we realize this does not please everyone, we 

feel the law was followed while also giving them the 

opportunity to respond. 

 I plan to propose several projects to the 

Board, such as upgrading the Town road specs to 

include different road sizes for subdivisions. I would 

like to see new facilities for the park and new tennis 

courts and basketball courts. If you have any new 

ideas, just let us know. 

 Being a Councilman is not always a pleas-

ant job; we never please all the citizens in the Town. 

It is a tough position to fund the many projects that 

the Board wants to complete during the economic 

recovery we are in. However, rest assured we are doing 

our best to balance the needs of the Town.  

 I would also like to thank all the employees of 

the Town for putting up with me and my ideas! I want 

to thank Councilman Jon Crone and Supervisor Bruce 

Loertscher for another two years together. Thanks to 

Councilman Joe Croce for getting the Town Board to 

work together and for keeping on top of the projects. 

Lastly, but not least, I want to thank Councilwoman 

Jennifer Zupan for making me rethink my ideas. She 

questions and challenges my ideas in a positive way 

and is truly a breath of fresh air. She adds tremendous 

value to the Board by providing a conservative but real-

istic perspective to our discussions. It is greatly appre-

ciated.  

 

Mark Jaffee, Councilman 

Concert and Fireworks 
 Saturday,  July 10  

Concert at 5 PM 

Fireworks at Dusk 

Thomas Felten Park 

Modena 

(Rain date 7/11)  

Featured Band: Mariaôs Basement 

Pets and alcohol not allowed at park. 

Citizen of the Year award was ñone of the nicest things 

a person can receive from their Town. A thank you is 

rare in the Ambulance Corps, but people do appreciate 

the service.ò 

 He is still involved but is not up to heavy lift-

ing at the age of 77; however he still holds an active 

EMT card. Mr. Werlau chooses to live by two mottos: 

ñIt is what it isò and ñthere must be a reason.ò  Do you 

know someone who deserves this award? If so, con-

sider nominating that person today. 

Citizen of the Year ...(Continued from page 1) 

Subscribe for E-Mail Delivery of 

this newsletter today! 
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Arbor Day Rededication 
 On April 30, 2010, Arbor Day, the Town rededicated a 

new tree in memory of Paul Croce, previous Town Board member 

and brother to current Deputy Supervisor and Councilman, Joseph 

Croce. The original tree was damaged and subsequently died. A 

new October Crimson Maple was replanted at the Thomas Felten 

Community Park in the same place by Robert Wager, Highway 

Superintendent and his crew. The original planting of the tree was 

part of an Eagle Scout project of Robert Ruger, whom was also 

present for the rededication. 

 

L to R: Bruce Loertscher (Supervisor), Robert Wager (Highway 

Superintendent), Wayne Harris (Recreation Director), Joseph 

Croce (Deputy Supervisor/Councilman), and Eagle Scout Robert 

Ruger. 

Highway Department 
    

Our Highway Department has been hard at work over 

the past several months. All of the improvements be-

ing made will benefit Town residents in direct and 

indirect ways. Below is a brief list to give you and 

idea of some of the work being done. 

 

Improvements at Library Property  

The old truck body that has been at the back of the 

property for years was cleaned out and relocated to the 

Town Park for storage use. Metal debris was removed 

along the property line and fallen and broken branches 

and trees were removed. Repairs to the ball field have 

been made; while much time was devoted into explor-

ing what repairs would be needed to repair the bocce 

ball court to meet regulation play requirements. 

 

Improvements at Park 

100 yards of mulch was delivered and spread out on 

the playground. A clearing was made at the tree line 

near the ball field and a sub base was built to place the 

truck body (formerly at the library field) which will 

provide much needed storage. Trees have been 

trimmed and cleaned up throughout the park.  Pot 

holes in the lower parking lot have been filled. The 

water has been turned on at the pavilion and checked 

for leaks. The restroom exhaust fans have been 

cleaned and serviced and all lighting has been checked 

and maintained. Smoke detectors have been serviced 

and new soap dispensers installed. Repairs have been 

made to the gazebo and trash was picked up through-

out the park. A few projects in the pavilion kitchen 

are still underway. 

 

Improvements at Police Station 

All unfinished projects from phase 1 are being com-

pleted at this time. Renovations are extensive and are 

being tailored to meet the needs of our Police Depart-

ment while also being carefully monitored by the 

Highway Supervisor to stay within budget. 

 

Transfer Station 

The office at the Transfer Station needed major re-

pairs and they have been completed. They include a 

new roof, installation of wall insulation, a window 

and siding. 

 

Town Hall  

A large storage room has been remodeled and new 

shelves built to help facilitate recycling. 

 

All of these projects are being carefully managed by 

Robert Wager, Highway Superintendent. He is to be 

commended for his leadership, excellent and careful 

record keeping, and his ñget it doneò attitude! 
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Summer Recreation Programs 

JuneðAugust 2010 

Wayne Harris, Recreation Director       883-7331  

 The Town of Plattekillôs Recreation Department (TOPREC) has planned the following programs for 

our community. Here is a quick glance of the offerings for the coming months. These events can also be 

found on the Plattekill Community Events Calendar posted in the Town Hall, and on the Townôs Web site at: 

http://town.plattekill.ny.us .  The web version is updated on a regular basis. If you have ideas for a recrea-

tional program, contact Wayne Harris. 

 

Key To Locations: PES = Plattekill Elementary School; PTH = Plattekill Town Hall;  

FP = Felten Park, SC = Senior Center, CR = Community Room. 

 

Jun. 5 & 12  Youth Softball (Ages 7 ï 12) 10 AM to Noon., FP 

Jun. 12  Bicycle Safety ñRoadòeo 10 AM to Noon, PTH. This event is co-sponsored by the Plattekill 

PBA. Bring your bike! Bike inspections by Ulster County Traffic Safety Officer. Participants will 

 receive refreshments, awards, and a chance to win prizes and a brand new bike. 

Jun. 16  T-Ball Registration (ages 4 to 8) 6 PM, FP 

Jun. 29  Summer Camp Begins (ages 8 to 14), 9 AM to 3 PM (Register today! A few spaces left!) 

Jul. 1* Red, White, and Blue Golf Outing at Apple Greens in New Paltz. Breakfast and registration 

at 8 AM, 9 AM Shot gun start, 9 holes, three red tees, three white tees, and three blue tees. Conti-

nental breakfast, lunch, greens fees and carts, awards and renowned prizes. $195 per 

 foursome. Call Wayne Harris at 845-883-6022. 

Jul. 7, 14, 21, 28 T-Ball for ages 4 to 8 yrs. 6 PM at FP 

Jul. 10 Red, White, and Blue Concert featuring Mariaôs Basement (rock cover band) at 5 PM and Fire 

 works the Park at dusk (Rain date Jul 11). Food, drinks, and other refreshments available by  

 Rotary, Knights of Columbus, Scouts, and school groups. No pets, no alcohol. No commercial  

 vendors. FP 

Aug. 4, 11  T-Ball for ages 4 to 8 yrs. 6 PM at FP  

Aug. 5  Last day of Summer Camp 

Aug. 8 Town of Plattekillôs Senior Citizensô Picnic, 3 PM at FP. Food, prizes, games,  

 followed by music and dancing by ñBreakawayò at 6 PM. There is no charge for this 

 event, but tickets are required and limited. For tickets: Contact Senior Club  

 Presidents or Wayne Harris, Recreation Director at 883-6022. (No tickets required for the concert 

 at 6 PM.) 

Aug. 8 Sunset Serenade featuring ñBreak Awayò at 6 PM.  Bring your lawn chairs and picnic baskets and 

 maybe even your dancing shoes for this concert in the park. Free and open to the public. Please no 

 pets or alcohol. FP 

Farmerôs Market ï There has been an interest in organizing a Farmerôs Market for the Town of Plattekill. 

Anyone interested in assisting with this project should call Wayne Harris or Bruce Loertscher at 883-7331. 

* denotes a schedule change took place. 
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Memorial Day Parade 

The Grand Marshall for this yearôs Memorial 

Day Parade was Mr. William (Bill) Jesse. Mr. 

Jesse was a Sergeant for the United States 

Marine Corps from 1964 to 1969 in Vietnam. 

His service to our country resulted in him being awarded two 

purple hearts. Mr. Jesse is a resident in Ardonia and is co-

owner of Primoôs Bar and Grill. He has been a resident of 

Plattekill since 1970. The parade took place in Clintondale 

this year, following the usual rotation between Plattekill, 

Modena, and Clintondale.  

A Day To Remember Those Who Have Served 

Scouts in Parade 

Five Boy Scouts from Plattekill were 

selected to ride on the Veteranôs Com-

mittee float in the Townôs May 30 Me-

morial Day parade in Clintondale. 

Scouts from Troops #79 and #195 had 

to submit an essay, ñWhat It Means to 

be an American.ò  Winners were: Tyler 

Kelly, Evan Steiler, Alec Rappleyea, 

George Walter, and Neal Peets. Five 

additional Scouts were selected to 

carry the flags representing the five 

branches of service: Willy Kenney, 

Thomas Candrilli, Jumah Serdah, Val-

entine DôAuria, and Robert Betanzos. 

The winner of the Veteranôs Commit-

tee raffle of the 20 foot flag pole and 

American flag was Richard Kain of 

Clintondale. 

people, and hopefully you get to help 

them too. 

 In Somalia, he was in the 24th 

Infantry Division. This is where he es-

corted and provided security for supply 

and personal convoys through the city of 

Mogadishu. He rode in a machine gun 

turret on a Humvee. 

 When he was in Iraq-Tikrit, 

Samara, Begji, Bagdad, he helped with a 

school supply and clothing giveaway. 

The children of that area would get 

clean, warm clothing and shoes, and 

much needed supplies for their school. 

During that time he was a mechanic. He 

maintained and repaired vehicles. He 

helped set up the security so the Iraqi 

people could hold the first Democratic 

Election. He helped evaluate some of 

Iraqôs infrastructure with the 1st Infantry 

Division Engineer Team. Which in-

cluded water treatment facilities and 

power plants. 

 He went to war in 1993-1994 in Mogadishu So-

malia and Iraq from 2004-2005 in Tikirt Bagdad Samara. 

He has served 5 years active duty in the Army. Served 3 

years for the Army National Guard. Served 6 years in the 

Army Reserve. And 3 years Air National Guard and still 

counting. 

 Iôm proud of my Uncle Craig for what he has 

done and all that he does for our great country. I know he 

is sad when he is away from his family just like we are 

sad when he is gone for so long. But without volunteers 

like my Uncle, our country would not be the way it is to-

day! 

Colombo wins Essay Contest 

Fifth grader Rachael Colombo from 

Plattekill Elementary School won the 

Plattekill Veteranôs Committeeôs Essay Contest. She 

received her award at the May 19th Town Board 

Meeting.  

A TRUE AMERICAN HERO by Rachael Colombo 

 My Uncle Craig Schmeiser is a real Ameri-

can Hero. To me, my family and even to my country. 

Uncle Craig was just 17 years old when he joined the 

military. He turned 18 while he was away in boot 

camp. He wanted to serve his country and learn new 

skills. My Uncle told me that there was a goodness 

about our military that most people donôt know. You 

get to travel to different countries and see new     

William Jesse rides in his Monte Carlo as the Grand 

Marshall of this Yearôs Memorial Day Parade.  

Rachel Colombo pictured with her 

Uncle, Craig Schmeiser at the May 

19th Town Board Meeting. 
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Town of Plattekill Community Events Calendar 
Summer 2010 

 
For additions/changes/corrections to this calendar, email Jean Poirier at jeanp5@optonline.net or call (845) 883-5284. The 

latest version of this calendar is available on the Townôs Web site at http://town.plattekill.ny.us. This list was updated 

06/05/2010. 

  

Key: PES = Plattekill Elementary School; PTH = Plattekill Town Hall; FP = Felten Park; SC = Senior  

Center; CR = Community Room. 

* A change was recently made. 

** Library Programs require registration. Register by visiting or calling the library at 883-7286. 

 

June 
Jun. 5 & 12  Youth Softball (Ages 7 ï 12) 10 AM to Noon, FP 

Jun. 9  Aloha Acres  trip to Hunterdon Playhouse ñThe Sunshine Boys,ò 9:30 AM departure. Call Maryann at 883-7567 

 or Kathleen at 883-0284 for more information. 

Jun. 12  Bicycle Safety ñRoadòeo 10 AM to Noon, PTH*. This event is co-sponsored by the Plattekill PBA. 

 Bring your bike! Bike inspections by Ulster County Traffic Safety Officer. Participants will receive 

 refreshments, awards, and a chance to win prizes and a brand new bike. 

Jun. 12  Southern Ulster Relay For Life 2nd Annual Car Show at Cluett-Schantz Memorial Park Route 9W 

  Milton, NY. Entries strictly 9 to 11 AM. Seven category judging at Noon. Trophies at 2 PM. For information or 

 entry forms call Michelle @ (845) 883-0465/853-3697 or Jo @ 527-8116 or visit our web site 

 www.relayforlife.org/southernulsterNY. Come and enjoy the music/Food/Raffle. 

Jun. 15 Open House at Footprints Nursery School, an outreach program of the New Hurley Church, 6:30 PM to 8 PM. 

 Call 895-1520 for further information. 

Jun. 16  T-Ball Registration (ages 4 to 8) 6 PM, FP 

Jun. 17  Under the Sea Read aloud, Plattekill Public Library, 6 PM ** 

Jun. 29  Summer Camp Begins (ages 8 to 14), 9 AM to 3 PM (A few spaces are left so register today!) 

Call Wayne Harris at 883-7331. 

July 
Jul. 1*  Red, White, and Blue Golf Outing at Apple Greens in New Paltz. Breakfast and registration at 8 

AM, 9 AM Shot  gun start, 9 holes, three red tees, three white tees, and three blue tees. Continental break-

fast, lunch, greens fees 

 and carts, awards and renowned prizes. $195 per foursome. Call Wayne Harris at 845-883-6022. 

Jul. 6  Summer Reading Program begins at Plattekill Public Library.** 

Jul. 6  Make-Your-Own Jewelry for Adults and kids, 6 PM @ Plattekill Public Library, 12 years and up. (Limit 12) 

Jul. 7, 14, 21, 28 T-Ball for ages 4 to 8 yrs. 6 PM at FP 

Jul. 9, 16, 23, 30 Preteensô and Teens Stuff, 2 PM @ Plattekill Public Library: Wayfinder Experience, Nerf Gun, Water 

 Wars, Ulster County Fair Trip.** 

 Jul. 10  Red, White, and Blue Concert featuring the band, Mariaôs Basement (rock cover band) and  

 Fireworks at the Park (Rain date Jul 11), 5 PM ï 9 PM. Fireworks at dusk. Food, drinks, and 

 other refreshments available by Rotary, Knights of Columbus, Scouts, and school groups. No  

 pets, no alcohol. No commercial vendors. 

Jul. 10  Braided Rug Making, 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM @ Plattekill Public Library. ** 

Jul. 12, 19, 26 Computer Technophobe Class for Seniors, 11 AM (limit 4) ** 

Jul. 12, 19, 26 Web Hunters Alliance for ages 10 and up @ the Plattekill Public Library (limit 12). ** 

Jul. 13  Kidsô Card Class for Ages 5 and up, 2 PM @ Plattekill Public Library. ** 

Jul. 13  Make-Your-Own Jewelry for Adults and kids, 6 PM @ Plattekill Public Library, 12 years and up. (Limit 12)** 

Jul. 13  Trip to Aquaturf Club (Connecticut) for their Italian Fest sponsored by Plattekill Golden Years Seniors. Members 

 $36, nonmembers $40. Bus leaves Town Hall at 9 AM. Contact Mary Tierney at 883-7854 for more information 

 or to reserve a space.  
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Jul. 14, 21, 28 Cooking with Chef Colene for ages 11 and up, 2 PM. ** 

Jul. 15  Pajama Read aloud, 6 PM @ Plattekill Public Library. ** 

Jul. 17  American Girlôs Tea Party, 1 PM to 2:30 PM @ Plattekill Public Library. ** 

Jul. 20  Make-Your-Own Jewelry for Adults and kids, 6 PM @ Plattekill Public Library, 12 years and  

 up. (Limit 12)** 

Jul. 22  Author visit with Betsy Franco Feeney, featuring book Amoeba Hop. For kids 7 to 10 yrs. @ the 

  Plattekill Public Library. ** 

Jul. 24 Teen Car Wash in Library Parking Lot from 11AM to 1 PM. Money raised goes to WaterAid America.  

Jul. 31 Annual Chicken Barbeque at the  Memorial United Methodist Church in Modena. 

 

August 
Aug. 2 ï 6 Vacation Bible School at the Memorial United Methodist Church in Modena. 

Aug. 3 ï 8 Ulster County Fair Ulster County Fairgrounds, New Paltz, NY. www.ulstercountyfair.com 

Aug. 2, 9, 16 Web Hunters Alliance for ages 10 and up @ the Plattekill Public Library (limit 12). ** 

Aug. 2, 9, 16 Computer Technophobe Class for Seniors, 11 AM (limit 4) ** 

Aug. 3  Kidsô Card Class for Ages 5 and up, 2 PM @ Plattekill Public Library. ** 

Aug. 3  Make-Your-Own Jewelry for Adults and kids, 6 PM @ Plattekill Public Library, 12 years and 

up. (Limit 12)** 

Aug. 4, 11, 18 Cooking with Chef Colene for ages 11 and up, 2 PM. ** 

Aug. 4, 11  T-Ball for ages 4 to 8 yrs. 6 PM at FP  

Aug. 5   Last day of Summer Camp 

Aug. 4, 11  T-Ball, 6 PM, FP 

Aug. 6, 13, 20, 27 Preteensô and Teens Stuff  2 PM @ Plattekill Public Library: Jester Jim, Lock-in, Ultimate Frisbee 

 Tournament, End of Summer Party. ** 

Aug. 8  Town of Plattekillôs Senior Citizensô Picnic, 3 PM at FP. Food, prizes, games, followed by music and dancing 

 by ñBreakawayò at 6 PM. There is no charge for this event, but tickets and required and limited. For Tickets:  

 Contact Senior Club Presidents or Wayne Harris, Recreation Director at 883-6022. (No tickets required for the 

 concert at 6 PM.) 

Aug. 8  Sunset Serenade featuring ñBreak Awayò at 6 PM.  Bring your lawn chairs and picnic baskets and maybe even 

 your dancing shoes for this concert in the park. Free and open to the public. Please no pets or alcohol. FP 

Aug. 10, 17 Make-Your-Own Jewelry for Adults and kids, 6 PM @ Plattekill Public Library, 12 years and up. (Limit  

 12) ** 

Aug. 12 Vincent Bradley, Assistant Attorney General-In-Charge of the Poughkeepsie Office will visit with seniors to 

 discuss Consumer Fraud, Identity Theft, and Fraudulent Charities. 1:30 PM  at SC. 

Aug. 14  Solar Energy Workshop for ages 8 ï 12 yrs. (rain date 8/21) 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM @ Plattekill Public  

 Library. **  

Aug. 19 Summer Reading Program Finale: Campfire Readaloud with Uncle Rock @ 6 PM. ** 

Aug. 25 Altered Book Craft for adults and teens for ages 14 and up, 6 PM @ Plattekill Public Library 

(limit 12).  **  

 

SAVE THE DATE:  

September 19th --  Eighteenth Annual Plattekill Day, 10 AM to 5 PM. 

Felten Park 
 

 

For the most updated version of this calendar and for much more information about the Town of Plattekill, visit:  

http://town.plattekill.ny.us  

(Continued from page 6) 
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Ronk Awarded Fire Policeman of the Year 

Congratulations to Mr. Leonard Ronk who was awarded Fire Policeman of the Year by 

the Ulster County Volunteer Fire Police Association (UCVFPA). The award was presented to 

Ronk at the UCVFPAôs Annual Banquet on Saturday, May 29th at which members of the De-

partment came to honor Mr. Ronk for this prestigious award. The award recognizes outstanding 

members of their community and volunteer fire police squad. Ronk joined the Clintondale Fire 

Department at the urging of his father, George, in 1985.  He has maintained his membership status continuously 

for the last 25 years.  Chief Brooks said at the award ceremony, ñhe has accepted every Department assignment, 

whether it be an emergency call, social function, parade detail, educational event for fire prevention, funeral 

detail or a County Fire Police Association assignment.  He is one of Ulster Countyôs true public servants.ò   

Congratulations to Mr. Ronk. 

 

New Hurley Cemetery Celebrates 100 Years 

 It was 100 years ago, in 1910, that the New Hurley Church and Cemetery split, and the New Hurley 

Cemetery Association was formed.  It is a nonprofit organization led by nine board members and still remains 

today. It may not be something you think about very often; however it is a part of our shared history in our 

Town. Thanks to the board members for their commitment to our community. 

 

Plattekill Head Start 

 We at Plattekill Head Start are looking forward to the Summer!  Days of warm sunshine, swimming and 

sand are sure to be enjoyed.  Here are some things that will make starting school easier for us (and Mom and 

Dad too)!  Reading to us every day, giving us the opportunity to get plenty of outside exercise, practicing color-

ing, cutting with scissors and painting, all help to develop our muscles (our brains are muscles too!).  Visiting 

our new school would help us to make a good adjustment to this new stage in our lives.  Make sure that we get 

to bed early enough before school starts so that we are well rested and ready to learn.  Any of my friends who 

are 3 years old by December 1, 2010 who would like to attend Head Start, please call Betsy Escanio at (845) 

564-1693 to find out how you can apply. 

 

Friends Host Sale 

 The Friends of the Plattekill Public Library hosted their 3rd annual Kids and Community Sale on Satur-

day, May 22nd. The sale was made possible by the sponsorship of Classic Storage, providing the location and 

storage units used to hold donated items sold at the sale. All proceeds from the sale went to the Friends group. 

Ten shopping passes were given to families in need, and unsold items are being distributed to local charities. 

The group wishes to express their gratitude to those who donated items for the sale, to volunteers who ran the 

sale, and to those who shopped at the sale. The group raised $1250. If you would like to join this active group, 

various memberships are available. Look for more information on their web site at http://mylibraryfriends.org. 

 

Rocking Horse Ranch Wins Award 

This yearôs winner of the SUNY New Paltzôs School of Business Deanôs Award of Excellence was  

Steve and Shelley ó86 Turk, owner of Rocking Horse Ranch in Clintondale. The Ranch continually receives the 

prestigious AAA and Mobile 3-Diamond rating, in addition to receiving local accolade for the propertyôs award 

winning landscape and gardens. In 2004, Mr. Turk and his Management Team purchased Splash Down Park in 

Fishkill, renamed it Splash Down Beach, added a giant wave pool and more rides, and enhanced the theming 

throughout the park. In its first year, the water park earned the Newcomer Business award by the Dutchess 

County Economic Development Corporation. In 2007, the Team introduced the Halloween attraction Skull Is-

land Scream, which earned the number one Haunted Attraction of the Hudson Valley its first season. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Community Notes 
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Steve Turk is President and CEO of Rocking Horse Ranch, roles he has held since 2001. He has previ-

ously worked in the reservations and sales department, Saddle horse operation (the largest of its kind in North 

America) and food and beverage units during high school. He became the Food and Beverage Director in 

1985, and shareholder and Vice President of Tee Bar Corporation (dba Rocking Horse Ranch) in 1987.  

Shelly Turk works in the Finance Department at Rocking Horse Ranch. Previously, she was employed 

by Key Corp as an Auditor, and American Capital Corp as a Financial Analyst and Stock Broker. She received 

her B.S. in Finance with a minor in Economics from SUNY New Paltz.  

The Turk family supports our community through many generous donations to education and the arts. 

In addition, they participate on many boards throughout our community. We especially appreciate them open-

ing their doors for the past several years when they host Plattekill Community Day at Rocking Horse Ranch. 

The Town and the ranch usually coordinate two of these events per year. We hope to see you at one of them in 

the fall! Cheers to Rocking Horse Ranch and the Turk family!  

(Portions of this article were taken from http://www.newpaltz.edu/schoolofbusiness/nductees2010.html) 

(Continued from page 8) 

Patrick Piescor presented his project titled 

ñOranges and Lemons, Start Your Clocks!ò to 

prove that citrus fruit can provide power to 

small electronics. 

Mya Muse researched the cause and effects of 

earthquakes in her experiment ñWhole Lot of 

Shakinô Going On.ò 

Alfred Frank (left) did his experiment ñAn 

Unusual Summerò on the unusual amount 

of rainfall in summer 2009.   Pictured with 

Alfred is Joshua Cusack, who also partici-

pated in the Fair with his project entitled 

ñThe Sun.ò 

Budding Scientists 
Plattekill Elementary School held its' Annual Science Fair in 

March.  The Fair is sponsored and coordinated by the PTA.  Chil-

dren from each grade, K-6, participated in the Fair, which encour-

ages them to learn more about a science subject of their personal 

interest.  The students use research, often in conjunction with experi-

ments, to present their projects.  Each project is judged by a small 

panel of outside judges, and the students are then graded on their 

knowledge and presentation of 

their projects.  Pictured are a few 

of the High Honor winners with 

their projects. 

 

 

First-grader Alex Temedisô project ex-

plored if plants require light to grow in 

ñLights Out, Plants!!!ò 
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Plattekill Public Library  

 It is shaping up to be a busy summer at the Plattekill Public 

Library! The library offers a large variety of programs and collec-

tions to meet the needs of our diverse community. Each month, the 

following programs are offered: 

Jewelry Making Class ï Third Tuesday of each month at 6 PM. 

Story Time at 10:30 AM 

2 to 5 year oldsðEvery Wednesday in July & August 

5 to 9 year oldsðEvery Thursday in July & August  

Book Clubs: There are three and they meet at the following times: 

the first Wednesday at 10 AM, first Wednesday at 7 PM, and the 

first Thursday at 7 PM. 

RALF Meetings (Teen Advisory Board): 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 4 PM 

 

Due to limited space and to facilitate planning, the library requires registration for library programs. Simply 

visit the library or call 883-7286 to register. The summer programs of the library are too numerous to list here, 

so they are included on the Community Events Calendar on pages 6 and 7. Take a look and see all that they are 

offering! Check out the cooking classes with Chef Colene,  preteen and teen programs, the Summer Reading 

program where you can win prizes, Braided Rug-making, computer classes for seniors, evening read alouds, 

American Girlôs Tea Party,  author visits,  jewelry making, Campfire finale, and more! 
 

Quadracentennial tulips bloom in front of the 

 Plattekill Library. 

Dia de los Ninos at  

Plattekill Library  
For the third year in a row, Plattekill 

Public Library hosted Dia de los Ni-

nos/ Dia de los Libros (aka. Chil-

drenôs Day and Book Day) on April 

(Continued on page 11) 
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4. 1. At Dia  de los Ninos, Maggie Cline  

is shown how the straps of her bike 

helmet should look around her ears.  2. 

Ralph Furhmann as Waldo. 3. Wayne 

Harris, Recreation Director and 

Courtney Loertscher, Police Officer at 

the Plattekill Police Booth. 4. Library 

staff answering questions about the 

event. 5. Multi-Flava performs. 

5. 


